Political Fallout from Japan Hits Germany | 1

According to HuffPo,

BERLIN — German chancellor Angela Merkel’s conservatives have suffered a
historic defeat in a state ballot after almost six decades in power there, partial
results showed Sunday, in an election that amounted to a referendum on the
party’s stance on nuclear power.

The opposition anti-nuclear Greens doubled their voter share in Baden-
Wuerttemberg state and seemed poised to win their first-ever state governorship.

The Greens secured 24 percent of the vote, with the center-left Social Democrats
down 2 percentage points at 23.2 percent, giving them enough form a coalition
government in the state, the results showed.

Representatives of all parties said the elections were overshadowed by Japan’s
nuclear crisis, turning them into a popular vote on the country’s future use of
nuclear power - which a majority of Germans oppose as they view it as inherently
dangerous.
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