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Good morning! The L.A. Times fantastic Boiling Point column is ending its weekly news
roundups of environmental and climate stories. As columnist Sammy Roth noted in his
message to readers, “reading and analyzing so many news stories every week takes up an
enormous amount of time and energy.” No kidding! I produce something similar for my
colleagues at the UCLA Emmett Institute, so we’ll start sharing our roundups here on Legal
Planet. I’m calling it The Drain. If you’ve found Boiling Point’s roundups informative, as I
have, or if you just like the idea of a weekly Legal Planet digest, please share this!

(Boiling Point is not going anywhere; Sammy is focusing more on his enterprise reporting on
energy in the West and the corresponding new podcast.)

This week saw a flurry of stories at the intersection of federal actions, tariff “policy”, and
rule of law concerns…

How Trump’s on-again, off-again tariff threats will raise the costs of building
renewable energy projects in the U.S. was a sub-theme of tariff coverage: NYT and
Heatmap News and Canary Media all focused on wind, solar, and batteries. Politico’s
Climate California took a look at how it’s affecting EVs.

https://www.latimes.com/environment/newsletter/2025-04-08/boiling-point-trump-loves-coal-lithium-ion-batteries-maybe-not-boiling-point
https://www.latimes.com/environment/newsletter/2025-04-08/boiling-point-trump-loves-coal-lithium-ion-batteries-maybe-not-boiling-point
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/02/business/trump-renewable-energy-tariffs.html
https://heatmap.news/climate-tech/battery-manufacturing-tariffs
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/policy-regulation/what-trumps-tariffs-mean-for-the-energy-transition?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8MpAx6OMo_Geyc4hYtZbCHJjqwDo3GDsIV5K5pq-RT5oo9I2YdbcLtKFgZ-P0FCKmjCyjTpPBRqFCcwwYYeA-WNZSJWw&_hsmi=355514045&utm_source=newsletter
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr3_CiPWnxnTe7CtDqtIhYKWA6Tc3uW7Mjte6oGZP9KY0na5L45oABfsI9eUMxmXrdYU9P-r3pgt6lQdXhC0EriNS2741rfpuv07ggaKAPRnitEpOVTENUjZ0Z8Mpudtxh8WB1t1HtrQr92bFvTiIDOMQ3vKZ6xXsGkMRhHt06ydnsaY81a1u_QCHOkQ_ifvKr6K8oGA26RUxiF1seKK1lm9Ms5JYjUrX-eh3G52TSwYqJdBCrLNxF56XLEjB4Til310/4fh/D8MtBpgpSiy9BnDhrAWQ2g/h1/h001.isDZWyAe5nIy4Mua3l0hZ1OuLfWBtThAUCDDbPcBE8M
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr3_CiPWnxnTe7CtDqtIhYKWA6Tc3uW7Mjte6oGZP9KY0na5L45oABfsI9eUMxmXrdYU9P-r3pgt6lQdXhC0EriNS2741rfpuv07ggaKAPRnitEpOVTENUjZ0Z8Mpudtxh8WB1t1HtrQr92bFvTiIDOMQ3vKZ6xXsGkMRhHt06ydnsaY81a1u_QCHOkQ_ifvKr6K8oGA26RUxiF1seKK1lm9Ms5JYjUrX-eh3G52TSwYqJdBCrLNxF56XLEjB4Til310/4fh/D8MtBpgpSiy9BnDhrAWQ2g/h1/h001.isDZWyAe5nIy4Mua3l0hZ1OuLfWBtThAUCDDbPcBE8M
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But the tariff terror did not spare dinosaur energy either, effecting LNG projects and
oil prices. “A double whammy of presidential policies — more OPEC output and
historic trade levies — are sending fossil stocks tumbling,” as Robinson Meyer put it,
meaning that even Trump’s Big Oil allies were feeling some pain. And rising prices at
the pump could affect consumers.
The disruption is serious enough that some countries may trade American LNG for
Chinese renewables which is an ironic opening in the trade war with China.
On the other hand, there’s some reporting from Bloomberg that the U.S. solar industry
has “stockpiled 50 GW of imported equipment… which will help it stave off the impact
of President Trump’s tariffs.”
Another big story worth watching is the fate of the Inflation Reduction Act, which
hangs in the balance as Congress works on its joint budget resolution. As of
Wednesday night, the House delayed a vote on a Trump-backed budget bill after some
Republicans expressed dissatisfaction with it.
The DOE could decide to shut down its Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations, which
helps launch emerging clean technologies, as early as next week, sources familiar with
the matter have told Latitude Media.
Doug Burgum,Trump’s Interior secretary, had the nerve to order all National Parks to
remain open, no matter what — even after the mass firing of National Park Service
workers. And the secretary likes chocolate-chip cookies—preferably freshly baked and
still warm,” the Atlantic reported, without apparently being added to a Signal chat.
The point being that he’s making unusual demands of staff.
And the search for gold bars has shockingly been fruitless… EPA Administrator Lee
Zeldin has said that the greenhouse gas reduction program was vulnerable to “waste,
fraud, and abuse.” If that claim was substantiated, as the NYT points out, it would
allow the E.P.A. to take back the $20 billion, which was awarded to eight nonprofit
groups. But so far, the Trump administration has failed to provide evidence of
wrongdoing. “Here we are, weeks in, and you’re still unable to proffer me any
information with regard to any kind of investigation or malfeasance,” said Judge Tanya
Chutkan of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.
And about the EPA having that email address set up for copy and paste exemptions to
the Clean Air Act, which my colleague Mary D. Nichols said she’s “never seen before,”
well the nation’s most polluting coal plant, Montana’s Colstrip plant, has asked the
EPA for an exemption

LA stories about the post-fire rebuilding effort 

A new motion to cut through red tape was unanimously approved to help expedite the

https://heatmap.news/energy/tariffs-lng-exports
https://heatmap.news/energy/tariffs-bad-for-oil-companies
https://heatmap.news/energy/tariffs-bad-for-oil-companies
https://heatmap.news/energy/tariffs-bad-for-oil-companies
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/04/07/how-the-u-s-china-fight-over-lng-could-scramble-the-energy-transition-00274410
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/04/07/how-the-u-s-china-fight-over-lng-could-scramble-the-energy-transition-00274410
https://hello.canarymedia.com/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2j6-404/VVDNJL5dmgRDW8mdCFZ4b3Js-W3rtmkr5v4QCqMfRfk45nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3nDW7D1gHq1y61CYW8zbF_T4sCD5yW2TPFnP8l0tsRW8CtHtq2V3b9LW5hLD377ZP9g3W3KJRQ09l9ffQW1kMbSm916Q96W28wZBb3df21jW5dqJM72KR0X_W68g5-n6wXPqnW1R_GN88nCzx7W2bTsk33H7MYKW3bLKYM96svvXW7h4zPs2LTs73W2MbZFC2vTKf0W82klqq3y2h5RW6fk1lc5F06fWW888w8155NjvqW83wdXh3wj261W2xrcf3136KQ3VnCqNX124QRpW80sSQ32W4l7dW1gYJvj26HsTlW54FyS77qXG_vN5KMYxNcZzBMVC_MDV94ZTb_W4sfL198RC2zzN40-pmGrpljbV9kqGF3y-gVYW7r0z-72NrTl6W61YJs_6prnQtW1-wH7J2qd30VW1YVK1s2myWNLMKvmpYCb72_dVLS3Y04
https://heatmap.news/politics/budget-reconciliation-ira?utm_campaign=heatmap_am&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_MyJs5jCus6GToG852wv-hOuRNLdYj_DYlzcuLqPTcMc8dUd02eY26Gs-gYw9pKSmXRDZa
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5234272-house-gop-senate-budget-blueprint-donald-trump-agenda/?utm_campaign=heatmap_am&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_MyJs5jCus6GToG852wv-hOuRNLdYj_DYlzcuLqPTcMc8dUd02eY26Gs-gYw9pKSmXRDZa
https://www.newsweek.com/mike-johnson-calls-off-budget-vote-amid-gop-holdouts-2057711
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/republicans
https://www.latitudemedia.com/news/what-it-means-to-cut-the-office-of-clean-energy-demonstrations/?utm_campaign=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ud5bEhBdPCckjq6CDkscgvNYFXbNRY9FV8H-saU0Ba80FJPbtlKYLRlTgkDt7cRHnBX5_OIGZiNGXhqI-iL4o6JK1PQ&_hsmi=355514045&utm_content=355514045&utm_source=hs_email
https://link.latimes.com/click/39341419.21365/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb20vY2FsaWZvcm5pYS9zdG9yeS8yMDI1LTA0LTA2L3RydW1wLWFkbWluaXN0cmF0aW9uLW9yZGVycy1uYXRpb25hbC1wYXJrcy10by1yZW1haW4tb3Blbj9zZm1jX2lkPTY1MjgyNWJjMjRiMmVhMThlNmFmNDZlNyZza2V5X2lkPWQyNWJjOTA5N2MzMWEzMjEyYzc3MTg1Y2MyOTAwNWJlMjA0OGYxNDZiNTdmNzI4ODY0NDBkMzFkYWZjYTZlNzMmdXRtX2lkPTM5MzQxNDE5/652825bc24b2ea18e6af46e7B325c092a
https://link.latimes.com/click/39341419.21365/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb20vY2FsaWZvcm5pYS9zdG9yeS8yMDI1LTA0LTA2L3RydW1wLWFkbWluaXN0cmF0aW9uLW9yZGVycy1uYXRpb25hbC1wYXJrcy10by1yZW1haW4tb3Blbj9zZm1jX2lkPTY1MjgyNWJjMjRiMmVhMThlNmFmNDZlNyZza2V5X2lkPWQyNWJjOTA5N2MzMWEzMjEyYzc3MTg1Y2MyOTAwNWJlMjA0OGYxNDZiNTdmNzI4ODY0NDBkMzFkYWZjYTZlNzMmdXRtX2lkPTM5MzQxNDE5/652825bc24b2ea18e6af46e7B325c092a
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/the-cabinet-secretary-who-wants-his-cookies-freshly-baked/ar-AA1CooRG?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/02/climate/lee-zeldin-gold-bars-epa.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20250403&instance_id=151765&nl=climate-forward&regi_id=60496994&segment_id=195197&user_id=bcf044466bae53a95fcca18adbfdd0ca
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/02/climate/lee-zeldin-gold-bars-epa.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20250403&instance_id=151765&nl=climate-forward&regi_id=60496994&segment_id=195197&user_id=bcf044466bae53a95fcca18adbfdd0ca
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/want-to-avoid-costly-environmental-regulations-just-email-the-epa/ar-AA1BOp8c?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://link.latimes.com/click/39341419.21365/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAyNS8wNC8wMi9jbGltYXRlL2NvYWwtcGxhbnQtY29sc3RyaXAtZXBhLWVtYWlsLXBvbGx1dGlvbi1leGVtcHRpb24uaHRtbD9zZm1jX2lkPTY1MjgyNWJjMjRiMmVhMThlNmFmNDZlNyZza2V5X2lkPWQyNWJjOTA5N2MzMWEzMjEyYzc3MTg1Y2MyOTAwNWJlMjA0OGYxNDZiNTdmNzI4ODY0NDBkMzFkYWZjYTZlNzMmdXRtX2lkPTM5MzQxNDE5/652825bc24b2ea18e6af46e7B0e1c1f79
https://link.latimes.com/click/39341419.21365/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAyNS8wNC8wMi9jbGltYXRlL2NvYWwtcGxhbnQtY29sc3RyaXAtZXBhLWVtYWlsLXBvbGx1dGlvbi1leGVtcHRpb24uaHRtbD9zZm1jX2lkPTY1MjgyNWJjMjRiMmVhMThlNmFmNDZlNyZza2V5X2lkPWQyNWJjOTA5N2MzMWEzMjEyYzc3MTg1Y2MyOTAwNWJlMjA0OGYxNDZiNTdmNzI4ODY0NDBkMzFkYWZjYTZlNzMmdXRtX2lkPTM5MzQxNDE5/652825bc24b2ea18e6af46e7B0e1c1f79
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/201985.pdf
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rebuilding process in Altadena following the Eaton Fire by designating and
establishing a Unified Permitting Authority who shall have the authority to make final
determinations on residential rebuilding permit applications processed through the
Altadena One-Stop Recovery Permitting Center for properties impacted by the Eaton
Fire.”
The aforementioned Boiling Point published an interesting Q&A with Edison’s CEO
about wildfire resilience and ratepayers, the Eaton and Palisades fires, the climate
crisis, California’s rising electric rates, the Trump administration and more, and the
podcast version of the interview is a great listen.  
Great thinking by Alissa Walker to sit down with the one person who always makes me
feel better, or at least smarter, about LA disasters: Dr. Lucy Jones the earthquake czar
turned climate musician and thinker: “We’re Going to Have Something Worse”
The U.S. Green Building Council of California also published a guide this week on how
to rebuild homes and businesses after a wildfire to make them more resistant to future
conflagrations.

Stories related to this week’s Emmett Institute “Charging Ahead” symposium

Congressional Republicans’ attempt to undo California’s important, long-respected
vehicle emissions waivers crashed into a wall in the Senate, where the parliamentarian
ruled last Friday that they aren’t subject to the Congressional Review Act.
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore has decided to give car- and truck-makers extra time to
comply with clean-vehicle regulations, after state officials there came under pressure
from dealers who said they couldn’t meet the strict timelines. Maryland is one of the
states that aimed to spur the adoption of electric vehicles by adopting California’s
clean-car and clean-truck regulations. There’s a a more inspiring example of political
courage, hopefully, in Illinois where the state’s Pollution Control Board, which
develops environmental rules for Illinois, is considering adopting California’s clean
truck standards and the Golden State’s Advanced Clean Cars II program to phase out
the sale of most non-electric passenger vehicles by 2035, as well as California’s
stricter nitrogen oxide limits on heavy-duty vehicles.

Energy stories that caught my eye

“Puerto Rico has the least reliable energy system of any place in the U.S. Despite
billions of federal dollars available for repairs, it’s still in shambles,” in  Politico
Magazine
New York City’s Building Electrification Law Wins in District Court – Climate Law Blog
The California Energy Commission will delay the decision it planned to make this

https://www.latimes.com/environment/newsletter/2025-04-03/edison-ceo-its-certainly-possible-utility-sparked-eaton-fire-but-climate-change-made-it-worse-boiling-point
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/edison-under-fire/id1789228538?i=1000702035188
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/edison-under-fire/id1789228538?i=1000702035188
https://www.dwell.com/article/dr-lucy-jones-natural-disaster-preparedness-los-angeles-fires-64818568
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.tc8Vn-9Hw5mFzvGjQsPXAPe6_SyKBmE65iGkIr0bmbRejKef4b3jO55xkMF64wyTp6I2ZhTaYteAfxbSDYVYvumrLhNqi-FJ1aOCyuPxbcmZPmSFZTAF2PoFPVEaxO32aiWopgoMs1XEBVlEGvFzqQ/4fh/D8MtBpgpSiy9BnDhrAWQ2g/h18/h001.LhNbNOOPL-ABe-fE3EN3qgk0BlJ6i18aGVn3bNc1kxw
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/centers/emmett-institute-climate-change-environment/charging-ahead-cutting-vehicle-pollution-new-trump-years
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/electric-vehicles/illinois-advanced-clean-trucks-california-trump?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8RUBCq0otg7QepEYA1Z6YXm1KYkJQcbamjzbg0EwJM9VNunpDIjDXPgRvErKyNHEsThqOoB7LG4uRPFfm31PSroS346g&_hsmi=354572969&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/03/30/puerto-rico-electric-grid-blackouts-hurricanes-00257176
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/03/30/puerto-rico-electric-grid-blackouts-hurricanes-00257176
https://blogs.law.columbia.edu/climatechange/2025/03/27/new-york-citys-building-electrification-law-wins-in-district-court/
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.lWesBdxv006jasBZWiiGk9P_ybPe2CGyS-6CLrg5BxYWkXV4TejjmX9mNkoHKTH4pbNuLPoJDuzgXkxWn5wNBCdiJAZP4fSdVTn-jk0iXNsdK-Boi5G2cvgQCx_CN6cc3eOo1NGBkb-OiU5drVUZvTx2hTQ6B7n0TPtM0eZwZTxJEoygGv1RFUPEwfEspzCW/4fc/60yAtYPpQyycBU5xt1FJ1g/h23/h001.4Qv08otXa4jD66O0DnRzy_mXz2GNa_5lLzg_mNWlnmE
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spring on whether to cap oil refiners’ profit margins until 2026.
A first-of-its-kind pilot to electrify homes on Cape Cod and Martha’s Vineyard is set to
finish construction in the coming weeks — and it could offer a blueprint for
decarbonizing low- and moderate-income households in Massachusetts and beyond.

California

Gov. Newsom wants to be the governor who turned on the “big faucet”. His
administration is seeking approvals to build a $20-billion water tunnel in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta. Lawyers for supporters and opponents have been
debating the project in state hearings, as reported on by the LAT.
A Texas oil firm is pushing revive drilling off Santa Barbara: “For months, a Texas-
based oil company has rebuffed the authority of the California Coastal Commission —
the body tasked with enforcing the act — and has instead pushed forward with
controversial plans to revive oil production off the Gaviota Coast.” Subject of a public
hearing yesterday, stay tuned to the outcome.
The South Coast Air Quality Management District is weighing new WEAKENED rules
to reduce emissions of nitrogen oxides, or NOx, the smog-forming byproducts of
combustion, by limiting the sale of home gas-fired furnaces and water heaters.
“Starting in 2027, manufacturers would be required to aim for a sales target of 30%
for appliances that meet zero-NOx emissions standards, i.e., heat pumps and heat-
pump water heaters. The fraction would increase to 90% by 2036, but the rules would
never require sales of gas appliances to actually stop,” Canary Media reports.
Tuesday kicked off a hearing of up to three days to determine whether State Farm
truly deserves the 22 percent emergency rate hike that Insurance Commissioner
Ricardo Lara provisionally approved after historic losses in the Los Angeles firestorm.

COP30

The fund, known as the Tropical Forest Forever Facility, or TFFF, which Bloomberg
recently called “Brazil’s “audacious” plan to tie performance of global financial
markets to the preservation of the world’s tropical forests” got a close up from the
Bloomberg Green Daily newsletter. 
And in his first letter outlining Brazil’s aim for the conference, COP30 president-
designate André Corrêa do Lago emphasized that this COP should mark a shift to
implementation, pushing nations beyond promises. He also stressed the importance of
making progress on unlocking climate finance for developing nations and an urgent
focus on forest conservation, ecosystem restoration, and investment in sustainable
bioeconomies.

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/electrification/massachusetts-solar-heat-pump-battery-pilot?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_UhnyfDbJY7Jf1qhAAxwgVaPvDlyyO7ebK8DxdEwzwiVeW6Eoz5_9EYig3JaTAFgDV4HvOgZIt0eDrJ2RdcLPrrabJQg&_hsmi=355514045&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/electrification/massachusetts-solar-heat-pump-battery-pilot?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_UhnyfDbJY7Jf1qhAAxwgVaPvDlyyO7ebK8DxdEwzwiVeW6Eoz5_9EYig3JaTAFgDV4HvOgZIt0eDrJ2RdcLPrrabJQg&_hsmi=355514045&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/newsom-in-fight-to-advance-plans-for-20-billion-water-tunnel-in-the-sacramento-delta/ar-AA1Co6Xm?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-04-06/texas-oil-firm-revive-drilling-santa-barbara
https://sableoffshore.com/overview/default.aspx
https://sableoffshore.com/overview/default.aspx
https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/residential-and-commercial-building-appliances
https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/residential-and-commercial-building-appliances
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/heat-pumps/a-beginners-guide-to-the-different-types-of-heat-pumps
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/electrification/heat-pump-water-heater-sales-home-electrification
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/electrification/heat-pump-water-heater-sales-home-electrification
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/heat-pumps/socal-nox-emissions-appliance-rules?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9-QQA3611id-nb7ds8RlYGYaPFNAvrI5Ea2Vqas-FD2zMj3lTJYTwQwb8RSjcdeaKzAPg-meRmjAxK97Zew-VUkwutLg&_hsmi=355711146&utm_source=newsletter
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.lWesBdxv006jasBZWiiGk9P_ybPe2CGyS-6CLrg5BxYWkXV4TejjmX9mNkoHKTH4eoxKQxtrBoi_LlVV_3NRfjTv2B560NNyLxI1qbbjmLJdVMTn6CSs50WbVKzjyy5AeCdW7nrOfuZxb1Yb2jodLlUuX_Y45YViP8EqJ-8issauwS2KgieGMqZyRX1qiexa/4fh/D8MtBpgpSiy9BnDhrAWQ2g/h10/h001.OajHJfsnwLd5b22peUXej22ru1whmwUe9UEqf0TaAW4
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2025-04-04/brazil-pins-hope-for-forests-on-unlikely-savior-wall-street
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2025-04-04/too-big-to-fell-brazil-takes-trees-to-wall-street?cmpid=BBD040425_GREENDAILY&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_term=250404&utm_campaign=greendaily
https://engage.wri.org/r?p=absygloqigdi36xfzuabaz7ovu4rqs6d4fd4zsyxa4nlfmdfaellgzlvrt4wh7b5hqpospjuv4ygj7oohf7m73kkcnc7rfaxrjb6zd7its5bohh7vetq7l5wqoagjaoadnxuu7tilt574bvjpmeofnj5bx4sx46raw6vilbzy23ejrzca4l4ae6tertgapd5n2jm74su42cj75gw4jgahvgtkgfk5vedv2kdiw2le5si2
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�️Other stories, studies, policy papers

Toxic Polluters Are Taking Control of the Air We Breathe — We Can Stop Them (A good
Substack article on the various EPA efforts)

Oil giant Chevron must pay $744.6 million to restore damage caused to southeast
Louisiana’s coastal wetlands, a jury decided Friday after a landmark trial more than a
decade in the making.

Truck safety is down… Enforcement actions by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration dropped nearly 60 percent from Inauguration Day to the end of February, to
157 cases from 382 cases adjudicated in the same period under the Biden administration
last year.

Brightline Brought High-Speed Rail to Florida. Can the Public Sector Follow? “With intercity
rail travel struggling in America, is a private company the fix? It’s a truism that trains are
potent engines of urban and economic development. But can they make money? These
questions arise as the Trump administration targets public services like Amtrak and New
York’s Metropolitan Transportation Authority, threatening to pull federal funding.”

�Legal Industry News 

Matthew Karmel, a principal at the law firm Offit Kurman and the chair of its environmental
and sustainability law practice group, is one of the organizers of the Climate Pro Bono
Bootcamp, a two-day virtual conference dedicated to helping more lawyers and legal
professionals figure out how to donate their time and skills to advance climate work.

Hope this roundup was informative, if infuriating. Come back next week. This is a work in
progress.
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