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In 18 years of working in newsrooms around Los Angeles, I talked with lots of political
campaigns — but a phone call from Antonio Villaraigosa in spring of 2018 stands out. I was
at my desk in the cramped newsroom of KCRW, sitting in between All Things Considered
host Steve Chiotakis and producer Ben Gottlieb, who were prepping newscasts when
Ben’s office phone rang.

“Antonio Villaraigosa is ready for you,” the person on the phone said. “He’s sitting in the
booth and ready to connect on ISDN.” In audio speak, that meant he was sitting in a studio
outfitted with a high-quality digital connection (this is pre-Zoom) and that an audio engineer
was ready to establish a connection with someone on our end. The only problem is there
was no one on our end. 

“Is someone interviewing Villaraigosa?” Ben asked around the newsroom. No one was
expecting the former LA mayor turned candidate for governor. When we relayed this, the
campaign person on the other end seemed anxious, even desperate, and insisted that
Villaraigosa was available now if we wanted to speak with him. I never found out whether
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there’d been some misunderstanding, if the handler had promised him a non-existent
interview, or whether the campaign’s tactic was just to call up media outlets and say
“Wanna talk to our guy?” We assumed it was the latter. Either way, “Tony V is on ISDN”
became a running joke about our former mayor’s willingness to do media — any media —
until he got clobbered by Gavin Newsom and a longshot Republican candidate in the 2018
primary. 

“Tony V is on ISDN” is exactly what I thought to myself this week while reading the Los
Angeles Times report on Villaraigosa doubling down on oil industry support to try to boost
his latest run for governor. The story (“Villaraigosa, despite climate credentials, pivots
toward oil industry in run for governor,” by Seema Mehta and Laura Nelson) details how
he’s received more than $1 million in campaign contributions and other financial support
from fossil-fuel interests over the years.

Despite some environmental kudos earned while he was a tree-planting mayor, he’s
positioning himself to be a moderate-lane candidate who talks about lowering gas prices. To
be specific, he’s posing for campaign ads at a gas pump and talking about rolling back
California’s “absurd” policies while filling his gas tank. Which policies? He doesn’t say, but
he’s suggesting that California has been too tough on Big Oil refineries. I’d expect the local
fights to phase out oil drilling to start showing up in the gubernatorial race. And while
Governor Newsom is now running to the middle to help his future ambitions, he does have a
record of standing up to Big Oil in two consecutive special sessions and all of this is going to
be fodder for candidates like Villaraigosa to try to stand apart from current Lt. Gov. Eleni
Kounalakis.

This is a shame because it continues to give oxygen to the false narrative that climate action
is necessarily bad for low-income Californians’ pocketbooks. It’s not. (Just look at Trump’s
energy policies and energy prices.) It also reads as desperate for a candidate who has to
find something, anything, to be his middle-of-the-road platform. You can run on affordability
and climate! Lose the desperation and you might score more radio interviews. Here’s
hoping that the (many, many) other candidates to be California’s next governor have more
ambitious and forward-looking positions on how to help the Golden State fight the climate
crisis than Tony V.

Here’s what else I see this week…

https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-ca-california-governor-race-villaraigosa-defeat-20180606-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2025-05-26/oil-villaraigosa-fossil-fuel-governors-race
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2025-05-26/oil-villaraigosa-fossil-fuel-governors-race
https://www.instagram.com/p/DJXrr8rsG5q/
https://legal-planet.org/2024/12/09/california-can-protect-climate-policies-and-pocketbooks/
https://legal-planet.org/2024/12/09/california-can-protect-climate-policies-and-pocketbooks/
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Good news
The federal government can’t just shut down New York’s (so far very successful)
congestion pricing program. A federal judge in Manhattan on Tuesday temporarily
blocked a Trump administration threat to withhold federal transportation funds from New
York as part of a White House scheme to undo the congestion pricing program that has
driven down traffic and noise pollution and increased walking and public transit. 

California officials speedily and forcefully announced their intention last Thursday
to file their 23rd lawsuit against the Trump administration — this time, over the likely
illegal attempt to upend the state’s stricter-than-federal car and truck emissions rules. The
Thursday announcement followed the totally norm-busting 51-44 vote in the Senate that
same morning, in which lawmakers passed a measure to try to repeal California’s phaseout
of gas-powered cars. My UCLA colleagues Mary Nichols and Ann Carlson were quoted in
the New York Times coverage. Ann also talked with Rolling Stone, the New Republic, and
Vox about the senate vote.

New Mexico is the latest state moving to develop extreme heat protections for
workers. The state’s Occupational Health and Safety Bureau is working on a proposed heat
protection rule that was introduced this spring. The bureau, which is part of the New
Mexico Environment Department, accepted comments on the proposed rule last week,
Inside Climate News reports. The state’s environmental improvement board will hold a
public hearing for the rule in July and, if adopted, it will go into effect in August. 

Women currently make up less than 30% of electric vehicle owners. The good news
is a Virginia-based nonprofit called Generation180 aims to boost that number.
Headquartered in Charlottesville, the nonprofit has recruited some 7,000 other ​“EV
ambassadors” nationwide to spread the word about their experiences online and in person
via the “I’ll drive what she’s driving” campaign.

Bad news
None of the 21 Republican U.S. House members who spoke up in defense of the
clean energy tax credits actually had the political bravery to vote against the
Trump’s big budget bomb which tries to snuff out these incentives to the detriment of
their state and constituents. Inside Climate News’ Dan Gearino reports on the political

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.law360.com%2Fenvironmental%2Farticles%2F2345165%3Fnl_pk%3Df94a4068-9840-408d-9e64-35e4680c99c8%26utm_source%3Dnewsletter%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Denvironmental%26utm_content%3D2345165%26read_main%3D1%26nlsidx%3D0%26nlaidx%3D0&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7Cee2b2aabdec0462425dc08dd9d3c06c0%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638839603390817469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lvn76j2PVQZ6CDflvBVIowqr1xIbWJlod1gzEhLaaDw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/22/climate/senate-republicans-electric-vehicles-california.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-tries-sure-states-don-130000547.html?guccounter=1
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/republicans-are-rewriting-congressional-rules-so-cars-can-pollute-more/ar-AA1Fix2R?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.vox.com/climate/414243/senate-california-electric-vehicles-gas-car-ban-repeal
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjqyxyciab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001210J4BFp1d7xZcCaovFyT7m9BIrh2oqNwW0t-Sh1V53VtbJjO4fDFg6dOSYsdcX3KeXYd4i7vnwH8S4Uiq-jgqBCvw0TWO96HYRQEPaAPkLETXIV-i4NWD6FxKqdwVW_r9z0DeYdnhSZbrLBwaReBC7TWUtsOOWKuv8ug5QFZk3SoJkH-HKJs5i8JAfAr-rWx9m01_HroiVZLYEbh4VQZdUqhat-qQpunIYetzRXAZvp6XlEILdhPAk_0BSHTI8RMPaQ_wH5CM4%3D%26c%3DEbQVGqsKBbdgE6cT0Yg0uPOvBPEuXReyiCdaNeE2kbtEazDOiIP6JQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dvzb8_xkuxReuQ5pMooCijcBn5NpefYj9LP4Yf54qPXMN0HchpngnKA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7Cc15c35b3589840673c4208dd9a60443e%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638836460483092474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D%2FAn5iB7rYlxtZHYZVqrjVuOpxyOc85wkTLcsjiFm3E%3D&reserved=0
https://generation180.org/electrify-your-life/ill-drive-what-shes-driving/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/23/opinion/ezra-klein-podcast-catherine-rampell.html
https://hello.canarymedia.com/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2j6-404/VW3RJv58dnVfW7yC5nV5RGLhYW824bMN5wXnWPN6hnpq63qgyTW8wLKSR6lZ3nqW4FHGg13jvw2BN36FmKL6zCg7N4Jgr4zM8lS-W8lPwcF7xrdr8W21CL0_8YR8FGW8RkMcV5Q1H_YW44Vjv07bb4d2W3K30zC925rFFW4gMh6w2_f1p_W1dmzp37Pt7xMW68zlpw8jqQVPVl-x7M8fkrZ3W7fRs_X7w9-92W1wWr18271mQVW63pjNT5RPhTMW4d40_78ClF5PW60xgtm3tc5DqW13cnQC8DytKwW6fS8nQ1GYnGcW3B3Ygl77d7dBW5x_ZmT30tYJdW39pQZn21ML9XW1DfFMH8ql3GgW6Mg1xc2QwmXPW1ZfD957jW0rsVFYxz78sr9RWW5S165z87t1qmW4Q1NTw6T2W8Lf9bgdl-04
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dynamics with some help from analysis by David Spence at University of Texas.

Vermont is changing gears and will not enforce electric car and truck supply
mandates through the end of calendar year 2026. Gov. Phil Scott signed an executive
order on May 13 to allow a 19-month delay, Inside Climate News reports, in part because of
pressure from vehicle manufacturers as well as uncertainties stemming from the Trump
administration’s tariffs and broad federal budget freezes and cuts. Massachusetts will also
delay implementation of EV rules, but will still require automakers to file quarterly reports
about their EV sales and marketing efforts.

North Dakota looks like it will become the fourth state to regulate its own coal
waste disposal. Environmentalists say they’re worried about the relaxed safety standards
as the industry gets a promise by the feds to look the other way. The EPA says it won’t
review the state’s existing permits to see if they meet federal guidelines. It wants even more
states to apply for coal ash oversight.

The DOE has ordered a Michigan coal plant scheduled to retire this week to stay
open another three months, citing President Trump’s “energy emergency,” Jeff St. John
reports for Canary Media.

California
Some environmental groups wrote a letter objecting to Gov. Newsom’s proposed
reauthorization of Cap-and-trade, err, sorry Cap-and-invest as not ambitious enough
Fran Pavley, who sits on the Emmett Institute’s board, has a Q&A with Politico about
the UCLA Blue Ribbon Commission on rebuilding LA more safely and resiliently. 
State appropriators on Friday announced the holding back of roughly 35 percent of
bills in the Assembly and 29 percent of bills in the Senate (according to Chris
Micheli’s tally).
Mendocino County sits on “a prime geothermal zone.” Local leaders are ramping up
efforts to prep residents for the jobs it creates, Canary Media reports in a 5-part series
about rural developments in the clean energy workforce. 
The nonpartisan LAO office agrees with Gov. Newsom’s administration that the state is
“likely to face persistent future deficits” which are expected to range from $10 billion
to $20 billion through the next four years.
A San Diego neighborhood called Dixon Trail is the first purpose-built “wildfire
resilient neighborhood” in the country, report CalMatters’ Ben Christopher and

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjqyxyciab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001210J4BFp1d7xZcCaovFyT7m9BIrh2oqNwW0t-Sh1V53VtbJjO4fDFg6dOSYsdcX3xhW9li8yIy36JtYo0Gscm-vYL34QBoYIW_JmZ2x5ZKSpWlk_ombKGYewR1bxro0cwWaRoUTsVzcV1brlFgaG8myOdjwbZ10oKTfXOV93bDiTBL3u-nZEWQrnlUAGrQsQdF6RSW4aYmXwD9DOXV7ec_6-bBTYWjUAnKn9Sp_vGiroWgtYckaF2Q%3D%3D%26c%3DEbQVGqsKBbdgE6cT0Yg0uPOvBPEuXReyiCdaNeE2kbtEazDOiIP6JQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dvzb8_xkuxReuQ5pMooCijcBn5NpefYj9LP4Yf54qPXMN0HchpngnKA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7Cc15c35b3589840673c4208dd9a60443e%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638836460483112882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tzhfVuOMu1mOaX1qJlXgwM23g0gHxv5we728ztfaPXs%3D&reserved=0
https://hello.canarymedia.com/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2j6-404/VVFpcf4qSy3_W2Bs04G3g-k-jW69sl4k5x3_5kN9fbG8l5nR32W50kH_H6lZ3lVW6QJpvl5dkt_LW2B1KB436zQxZW16ncDB57KxBVN3d0970JL8F3W6NLl7Y1PZx1XW4NwXgG1F5sZFW6Rv3rb5bw7GSW4yYXwz7dnc4jN3ft-8yxv80dW6pHFqp4-jPMBN5t7b4qvK_jpW8wK44V10b8fNW86yVpP1TVJrcW6Lc2V9221NMCW50pph94Df37XW81P7kR1W8CXbW74lHv52GfMP8N2fczQwpZr_bW3wvTXC4qqNThW56rg8d5rp4-QW3lvVKj93zwn7W5w85n-3zDmJnM5gkbSvgwKRW1_WrCH2g5nwqW8cCGrd4n_RNTN9kxTn86JkwsW21CYhC28-ljJW2jC-G71StpmpW90320H2YS6MCW2bc0FN8hLrvJN3qBQjfTY6CXW5G0VHT7BVVjBf5SbKpv04
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/bloomberglawnews/exp/eyJpZCI6IjAwMDAwMTk2LWVlN2EtZGNkNi1hNzk2LWVmN2U1M2Y0MDAwMCIsImN0eHQiOiJORVZFIiwidXVpZCI6InBzRnpQUlFZUFB0dzBvdHAwVUVxbHc9PTNIY0tFNWQyc3ZNQUNvRWE1MVVGeXc9PSIsInRpbWUiOiIxNzQ4MzQ0Mzg2Nzg3Iiwic2lnIjoiQjExUUNkaUM1L2tKVnMzeXUzVm12d0hBeDFZPSIsInYiOiIxIn0=?source=newsletter&item=body-link&region=text-section&channel=environment-and-energy
https://hello.canarymedia.com/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2j6-404/VVFpcf4qSy3_W2Bs04G3g-k-jW69sl4k5x3_5kN9fbG8F4ZwtPW5BWr2F6lZ3mdW37PZnF3PVTWQW9l3n4-1_Gg-4W9dqVLd5tm5K6W6zmM-H2z5Q1KW2nvMDC4xz0tXW4zQZk331CgQ4W6lGvw72q9RtzW1Xr2b68SXVkWW1S0pp621v4pLW5L0gTw558YvtW22y3X27L1k4tN3Mc_cPZ6vrsW55K1J-1FMClnW2wT1dl1fq6GXW3MMwQM6QV1YJW6FHH0S1x3Rg9Vb8fBs1DY_KbW4G0g-p7Lf6sFVNjqL23jQXXMW6y39xD5WWgWvW96BzXr73_XpBW7zmWhb9fQ6k_W7-PhnW1gRhj4W8Qdcgm45P2ZsW3nqPTj8R9N9wN5sy2K1dqVWQW283KmR1lNsK9F6hPjy8JyqBW7j4VFr2lKWYrW6tzgQS8pZN3DW3VW3_R2mfQx-W6vslNV9hDwrPW8KBV-f1Y3c9qW4G99JR2W3zSldZ23Xz04
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000196-f54f-de01-adff-f7ef81330000
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr3_CiPWnxnTe7CtDqtIhYKWA6Tc3uW7Mjte6oGZP9KY0ndh4o2zAqp7DJZwNB0ayVBtTOtZZt5u_5083U4_x0QvcqQCusmSwC4ffXy3DsJG_dCkXCgd5efwVa7UHHuIqNg50vTJWoFC_yu6dlXJJImeUygk8r7kJJfKIBwfR4d7NBnMyeCHeVsxZjtVVyLsI3uumlHHmRikU6O4iy6KXB71uuknFGaw5zcY6W-SlbeOT49q3C3a1DfwXK_xtqzB2Osc/4gq/Dn_lkjz4QZ2dXgovKbEheA/h1/h001.zYzwENV_HQp9SND1viXBXDmMbgx7s8ynhEsdKZ45BLM
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/geothermal/job-training-sonoma-mendocino-geozone?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8UZqNhCAZ7yMQxwhUNoZTdHYxt1GBs6F7z6KdjmzHO0etLQYsr_a1hPmOeDfJKcmqfU657zK89NQdsjUteRaNTrLvfDA&_hsmi=362948997&utm_source=newsletter
https://calmatters.bluelena.io/lt.php?x=3DZy~GE2UFKbEpR~zw-9VhRy2HAnvNfxjM1lZ5HMUnjP7875-0y.0uRz3XRzidX2kNYyXIHEJFOd55_
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Robert Meeks in a story for PBS about the challenges of statewide home hardening.
California officials sent water flowing to create new wetlands along the shores of the
shrinking Salton Sea, Ian James reports. The project is intended to control dust and
environmentalists say it could provide habitat for fish and birds. 
Ian James also has the scoop on new research (based on satellite data) that shows the
depletion of groundwater in the Colorado River Basin far exceeds losses from the
river’s reservoirs.

Climate Liability
The “Why California Needs the Polluters Pay Climate Superfund” webinar hosted by
the Climate Center and featuring Assemblymember Dawn Addis who is a sponsor of
the California Polluters Pay bill
A Peruvian farmer in the Andes is challenging a European energy giant as a German
court nears a landmark climate ruling, NPR reports.
We know that Big Oil funds sports, cultural institutions such as museums, and youth
organizations, but new research sheds light on this greenwashing. “Dozens of
documents uncovered by a U.S. Congressional investigation appear to confirm those
suspicions—demonstrating that API and oil giants BP, Shell, and Chevron have used
sponsorships to allay public concerns over their role in the climate crisis while
simultaneously lobbying against policies aimed at tackling it,” reports Rebecca John
for DeSmog.

Other stories, studies, policy papers
worth your time

The BLM approved its first proposed project under Trump’s energy emergency
declaration and its fast-tracked 14-day environmental review process. The project is
 the Velvet-Wood uranium and vanadium mine south of Moab, Utah.
“All Hell Breaks Loose: How Big Oil Ruined a Small Texas Town” by Alex Ip for The
Xylom
NYT reporter Cara Buckley wrote about going vegan because of a chocolate cake and
asked other editors and writers to weigh in on the cake. 

https://calmatters.bluelena.io/lt.php?x=3DZy~GE2UFKbEpR~zw-9VhRy2HAnvNfxjM1lZ5HMUnjP7875-0y.0uRz3XRzidX2kNYyXIHEJFOd5HR
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-05-24/salton-sea-wetlands-habitat-project?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WhatMatters&utm_source=31&utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=CA%20lawmakers%20halt%20hundreds%20of%20bills%20with%20new%20spending%20as%20deficits%20loom&utm_campaign=WhatMatters
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-05-27/colorado-river-groundwater
https://theclimatecenter.org/events/how-and-why-to-establish-the-polluters-pay-climate-superfund/?emci=00812afb-1f37-f011-a5f1-6045bda9d96b&emdi=241562e4-1f3b-f011-a5f1-6045bda9d96b&ceid=19347783
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/27/nx-s1-5385291/a-peruvian-farmer-in-the-andes-is-challenging-a-european-energy-giant
https://legacy.www.documentcloud.org/app?q=%2Bproject%3Acultural-and-community-sp-221469%20
https://www.nationofchange.org/2025/05/21/revealed-now-theres-proof-that-the-fossil-fuel-industry-uses-cultural-sponsorships-to-block-climate-action/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews-api.bloomberglaw.com%2Fv1%2Flink%3Fid%3Do5kxKFfqktTL8%252Bve6g1Mcw%253D%253D.iW2cWujmL0dt3xROUfTEn1xIouGupGNlvZVdH%252FALESrOJ3mT%252B%252B9x1kxTqidgcwN4Y6h%252FPMowpVvxauWuR59JltwrLrykljLSxnXfBwWObglYvYnJYUSfuLxH3XmJmawFhcU%252BajVhmvNHK9paFAXnuTAiwdHK2js414j2%252F1adgV491BduG48PhNp9su2utYJ7PZmWhvAAdSaih5Wgt2TzTBfX3vWaTAWmxrlwUhKWTvw5vUwd7D5skisEuwWDF36I%252FUEwXsmKTD4HefbHHIB5bxDae8ozklTcR5QLbmnYlIomxi4IR6TEREWnC%252Fj%252BH05fCrjV3dYeMy38eou66Uh4Acv8Jddnx%252B3anu5xJa6BSncMJ%252Ft8mxGiie4WK3WjzHIyk5stKMFNp3ZjTnF3cSIFWK0emJwW1PWW4RzDmOVJDTwdocMuYXpirRxO%252FaIvVwFxrAOz5j7gd3rTNcBuvb2COuyINrXiSG1eRcPydB5ewCpgPleQod3d9nLJSinLtd7f7u7Pzn0HQMDJo%252B%252BKIJIUOK9JSG5lhXR%252BxxM9M9KZLPQJVUgF5w59ZSZZMKTeM0XsksQr%252FF7ijG%252B%252BNbUzu90yaEOR8IykBr1409CzJxpdo1OGPPT3KiBZpYJkeRHNCdKUfT0cxQGvxbNr57UR5R4i7KR1aOep8BOd1a0Y04DEuC%252FwK%252B0%252BmzfE%252BU1%252F5ZScKV8CtATreSf8c%252BqurSyH1YsaQQ%253D%253D.504&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7C6e34303570164568cc9808dd9d0fd027%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638839413496787794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YP%2F65aJ0kjIc7lJN7C7d0Gs2B48gAupm9lfoE20AKI0%3D&reserved=0
https://drilled.ghost.io/r/6a11090a?m=3558e9e3-5f26-47af-a491-c8bcfdb583a8
https://drilled.ghost.io/r/6a11090a?m=3558e9e3-5f26-47af-a491-c8bcfdb583a8
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/23/climate/vegan-chocolate-cake.html
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Media Industry News
NPR and three Colorado public radio stations filed suit Tuesday morning in federal
court against the Trump White House over the president’s executive order purportedly
barring the use of Congressionally appropriated funds for NPR and PBS. It’s a First
Amendment challenge. Guess who’s representing NPR? Theodore Boutrous, a
partner in the Los Angeles office of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher who represents Chevron,
a role in which “he draws on his First Amendment background to argue that oil
companies shouldn’t face legal consequences for deceiving the public about whether
climate change is real,” as one report put it. Boutrous was himself on NPR this
morning talking about the lawsuit.
Politico’s Debra Kahn has started a column called “Currents,” covering energy and
climate policy that will “range over the vast space of energy and climate politics,
engaging innovators and executives and leaders of governments in Sacramento and
Washington and other capitals across North America and beyond.”
NPR climate editor Sadie Babits has a new book, “Hot Takes: Every Journalist’s
Guide to Covering Climate Change” and she sat down with LA Times Boiling Point
columnist/podcast host Sammy Roth to talk about why the media has long overlooked
the climate crisis, and how that’s starting to change. 

One last story

https://www.npr.org/2025/05/27/nx-s1-5413094/npr-public-radio-lawsuit-trump-funding-ban
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/02/nx-s1-5384790/trump-orders-end-to-federal-funding-for-npr-and-pbs
https://www.vice.com/en/article/ted-boutrous-big-oil-chevron-lawyer-won-free-speech-journalism-award/
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/28/nx-s1-5413293/attorney-theodore-boutrous-discusses-nprs-lawsuit-against-trump-white-house
https://www.ubcpress.ca/hot-takes
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/hot-takes-about-climate-journalism/id1789228538?i=1000709410165
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I just got back from a week in Acre, Brazil where the Governors’ Climate & Forest Task
Force wrapped up a major summit on Friday. The GCF Task Force is the world’s largest
subnational governmental network focused on forests and climate. The event included nitty
gritty working meetings and technical exchanges between state governments to define the
priority topics that should be addressed by states leading into COP30, the UN climate talks
in November. 

I’ll have much more to say about the Brazil meeting and what it means for COP30, which
has been termed the “Forest COP.” 

Suffice it to say that it was a hard week to be celebrating success on forests. The annual
survey of global forest loss by the World Resources Institute just came out. That survey,
based on data from the University of Maryland, got major coverage, and it is mostly bad
news. In 2024, fires were the main cause of forest loss in tropical forests for the first time
since WRI’s survey began two decades ago, Climate Home News notes. “It is not just
clearing for agriculture that is the main driver [of forest loss],” WRI’s Rod Taylor said.
“Now we have this new amplifying effect – a real climate-change feedback loop with fires
much more intense and much more ferocious than they have ever been.”

But lost in some of the coverage was that important context: fires were the main cause of

https://www.wri.org/news/release-global-forest-loss-shatters-records-2024-fueled-massive-fires
https://www.wri.org/news/release-global-forest-loss-shatters-records-2024-fueled-massive-fires
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/05/21/global-forest-loss-hits-frightening-record-high-with-climate-fuelled-fires/
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forest loss. States and local actors are making some headway on forest policies, but climate-
fueled fires can erase that progress in one fire season. These climate-fueled fires are coming
for us all, from Los Angeles to the Amazon. Brazil understands the stakes, so maybe that
country is perfectly positioned to host COP30. 


