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For more than 24 hours last week, my social media feeds were a wall of jubilant reaction to
the World Court’s big climate opinion. People who work on, and care about, the climate
crisis needed some good news, clearly. That begs the question, is the advisory opinion really
as big a deal as people wanted to believe?

“Without a doubt. It is a huge step forward,” UCLA Law Professor Kate Mackintosh told
me in an email. Mackintosh is the Executive Director of the UCLA Law Promise Institute
Europe in The Netherlands where the World Court is also based.

To recap: The unanimous opinion found that nations of the world have a legal obligation
to limit their emissions of greenhouse gases or else pay reparations for the harms of climate
change. In its opinion, the International Court of Justice affirms the existence of a legal right
to a “clean, healthy and sustainable environment” under international law and extends this
and related rights to the context of climate change. Another of my UCLA Law colleagues
Anna Spain Bradley explains here why the “historic” opinion could help usher in a new era
of climate accountability.

By concluding that the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment is essential for
the enjoyment of other human rights, the ICJ provides a basis for claiming it as an inherent
right in future cases. It could also have big impacts on refugee law as the number of climate

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.icj-cij.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcase-related%2F187%2F187-20250723-adv-01-00-en.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C7a5eef290b8b46a8070c08ddca4ebad5%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638889161689224034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xu59wm8cOARzSLpCtWAVmjJCoWs%2BIWb%2FrgA5lu1GbtA%3D&reserved=0
https://legal-planet.org/2025/07/24/a-historic-day-the-world-courts-big-climate-opinion/
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refugees increases.

Notably, the court also ruled that states do not have unlimited discretion when establishing
their climate targets. “The targets have to be capable of meeting their contribution to
keeping temperature rise to 1.5 degrees, and historic emissions have to be taken into
account in devising each state’s fair share,” Mackintosh said. “As a matter of law, states
must set their highest possible ambition due to the urgency of the crisis.”

Mackintosh has closely followed the case which was first filed in 2018 by Vanuatu, an
archipelago in the Pacific Ocean. She organized a major 2024 conference that explored the
ICJ proceedings with Prof. Margaretha Wewerinke-Singh, lead counsel for Vanuatu. Then
Mackintosh was approached by the State of Palestine to assist them with their submissions
in the case.

Palestine’s argument: that ICJ judges could not make a definitive pronouncement on the
legal obligation of states in the face of climate change without taking into account the
situation of people in armed conflict and under occupation. “This is a very important and
neglected issue,” Mackintosh said.

In the case of Gaza, a 2024 report found that the immediate emissions of aerial and ground
attacks during “the first 120 days of the Israel-Gaza conflict were greater than the annual
emissions of 26 individual countries and territories.” When the researchers added
intermediate emissions—war infrastructure built by Israel and Hamas (including the latter’s
substantial tunnel network)—the total emissions increase to more than that of 36 individual
countries and territories, as I wrote last June.

While this issue of conflict emissions did not appear in the unanimous joint opinion, it was
taken up by the US judge, Sarah Cleveland, in her declaration, which is a separate
statement of law, Mackintosh said.

“She fully validated our argument that the impacts of armed conflict (which do not currently
appear in countries’ climate reports) have to be taken into account, otherwise we grossly
underestimate our CO2 problem. Judge Cleveland wrote that ‘Failing to take such harms
into account underreports and distorts our understanding of global warming and
undermines the ability of the international community to tackle its causes.’ This is an
important and emerging legal issue that the Promise Institute will continue to work on,”
Mackintosh said.

Some media gave the ICJ opinion decent play. The Guardian had multiple stories, including

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/busman/media/sbm/documents/Gaza_Carbon_Emissions.pdf
https://legal-planet.org/2024/06/14/counting-the-climate-costs-of-warfare/


World’s Biggest Court Opinion on Climate | 3

this response from law students who helped bring the original case. NPR’s Lauren
Sommers had a story on both All Things Considered in the afternoon and on Mording
Edition the next day — a good indicator that NPR is going big with something. The New
York Times sent out a push notification about the opinion. I especially appreciated this
article from New York Times climate correspondent Somini Sengupta with immediate
reaction from legal experts. NYT Opinion also published a quick reaction piece from the
Center for International Environmental Law’s Nikki Reisch, Johanna Gusman, and
Rebecca Brown.

Lamentably, I saw some critics
unfairly gripe on social media that the New York Times didn’t cover the news. So, it’s worth
a reminder that more often than not if you hear someone say “so and so didn’t even report
on this” they are going off of vibes, not facts.

This big advisory opinion lands with only about 100 days until the UN climate conference
taking place in Brazil and only 25 countries having submitted their climate plans, Nationally
Determined Contributions, as required. “Plans from the European Union, China and India
will be key,” write a pair of researchers in the Conversation.

Sure enough on Thursday, China and the European Union joined forces to pledge to work
together to slow down global heating and they called the Paris Agreement “the cornerstone
of international climate cooperation,” without mentioning the US.

China for its part is exporting enough solar panels, batteries and EVs that is helping to cut
emissions 1% outside of China and will avoid some 4 billion tons of carbon dioxide over the
lifetimes of the products, according to a new Carbon Brief analysis.

The Guardian is taking an in-depth look at China and the 9 other countries that emit the
most CO2 in a series called The Big Emitters that puts a spotlight on their plans.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jul/25/pacific-students-who-won-climate-case-icj-international-court-of-justice-hague
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/23/nx-s1-5475211/vanuatu-climate-change-un-court-justice
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/23/climate/icj-world-court-climate-opinion-takeaways.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/23/climate/icj-world-court-climate-opinion-takeaways.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/24/opinion/international-court-climate-change-ruling.html
https://bsky.app/profile/giantwhispers.bsky.social/post/3lussgc2xy22u
https://theconversation.com/only-3-years-left-new-study-warns-the-world-is-running-out-of-time-to-avoid-the-worst-impacts-of-climate-change-261229
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/24/climate/china-eu-joint-climate-statement.html
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-chinas-clean-energy-exports-in-2024-alone-will-cut-overseas-co2-by-1/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/series/the-big-emitters
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“The fossil fuel age is flailing and failing,” UN Chief António Guterres said in a speech last
week, accusing coal, oil and gas of being “the greatest threat to energy security today.”
Guterres said the “sun is rising on a clean energy age,” as 91% of new renewable power
projects were cheaper than fossil fuels, according to a new IRENA report.

Dangerous Finding

While the world affirms the right to a sustainable climate, U.S. EPA is renouncing its ability
to even regulate greenhouse gases as a threat to human health.

Lisa Friedman had the story early last week that a draft rule would be unveiled in coming
days to eliminate the “bedrock” Endangerment Finding. NPR’s Jeff Brady reported that
EPA’s proposal was under review by the White House Office of Management and Budget.
Heatmap News referred to this as a “climate kill shot” which sums it up effectively. Richard
Lazarus was a guest on the Living on Earth podcast talking about EPA’s new direction away
from its mission and its war on the endangerment finding.

Today (Tuesday), EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin is set to announce the agency will revoke
the finding that has allowed Republican and Democratic administrations to regulate climate
pollution. Jean Chemnick and Zack Colman at E&E/Politico say he’ll do so at a trucking
facility in Indiana.

My colleagues Ann Carlson, Mary Nichols, and Cara Horowitz have been talking with
media about what this means. “Trump and Zeldin should be careful what they wish for: if
the Clean Air Act can’t be used to regulate greenhouse gases, then states may be free to do
so on their own without any risk of preemption,” Carlson says. Like so many of this
administration’s policy rollbacks, this one looks strategic but is short-sighted. “Driving a
dagger into the heart of the climate change religion,” which is weirdly what Zeldin says he’s
doing, is not a way to govern.

Here’s what else to watch for this week…

Good News 

Congress may save the energy-saving program Energy Star from senseless Trump cuts.
Legislators in the House and Senate who are tasked with negotiating appropriations last
week proposed fully funding Energy Star at $32 million for the next year. Energy Star is an
energy accreditation program run by EPA that saves the US money and is popular with
appliance makers.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/jul/22/antonio-guterres-climate-breakthrough-clean-energy-fossil-fuels
https://www.irena.org/News/pressreleases/2025/Jul/91-Percent-of-New-Renewable-Projects-Now-Cheaper-Than-Fossil-Fuels-Alternatives
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/22/climate/epa-endangerment-finding-rescind.html
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/24/nx-s1-5302162/climate-change-trump-epa
https://heatmap.news/climate/epa-endangerment-finding
https://www.loe.org/shows/segments.html?programID=25-P13-00026&segmentID=1
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2025/07/epa-to-launch-plan-tuesday-for-undoing-climate-rule-cornerstone-pro-00479970
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/zeldin-to-rescind-obama-era-epa-finding-on-danger-of-greenhouse-gas-emissions/ar-AA1JvOrw?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ben-evans-76a4476_some-good-news-on-energy-star-out-of-congress-activity-7353551463731585026-ef3o/?rcm=ACoAAAR0F5wB_jscQ7FD6nFA8kCyfCWCqn3wT-Y&utm_medium=member_ios&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-98kvH88CAOaZpF8q1qOpRWN6CUYXy6Zrrv-QjuvtyLTyORPfXkOMgqLIO4ILkwjm7jpFBtMsZdgNqqPLtcd-wCKjRVqA&_hsmi=373268430&utm_source=share
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The Science Based Targets Initiative (SBTi) launched a tougher net zero standard for banks,
asset managers and insurance companies that would require these institutions to end
financing for firms that are expanding coal projects immediately and for those expanding oil
and gas projects by 2030, Joe Lo reports for Climate Home News.

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration has continued to move forward its first-
ever draft rule to prevent heat illness in the U.S. workforce by requiring employers to
provide access to water, shade, and paid breaks during heat waves. OSHA could withdraw
the draft regulation, but it hasn’t, and is currently in the middle of soliciting input from the
general public about the proposed policy, reports Frida Garza for Grist.

Cox Automotive predicts EV sales will hit a new record in Q3 but don’t celebrate just yet
because the bump is only expected because buyers are racing to use federal incentives
before they expire at the end of September, bringing a possible collapse in Q4.

Bad News

Bad news for Tesla and, schadenfreude aside, that’s bad news for the EV industry. Tesla
reported a 16% decline in revenue in the second quarter, and the company’s CFO says the
end of EV tax credits and looming tariffs will continue to hurt business. But the carmaker
said the same day that it had begun making its long awaited “affordable model.”

Half the country — 150 million people — are under a heat dome, facing extreme or major
heat risks. And that heat dome that settled over the eastern US brought record-breaking
temperatures at a bad time for soccer players and fans. It made the Club World Cup
tournament pretty awful, George Timms reports at Time. Severe conditions have raised
concerns ahead of the 2026 World Cup hosted in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico.

A draft executive order by the Trump administration, viewed and reported on by ProPublica,
directs the Secretary of Transportation to “use all available authorities to eliminate or
expedite” environmental reviews for rocket launch licenses — changes that companies like
Elon Musk’s SpaceX have long sought.

Businesses canceled, closed, and scaled back more than $22 billion worth of clean energy
projects and new factories in the first half of 2025 after cancelling another $6.7 billion in
June alone, according to E2’s latest monthly analysis.

EPA is planning to suspend Biden-era requirements for oil and gas companies to limit their
methane emissions and the agency is “using a regulatory maneuver that environmental

https://files.sciencebasedtargets.org/production/files/Financial-Institutions-Net-Zero-Standard.pdf?dm=1753115272&_gl=1*14xtky2*_gcl_au*MTQ2Mjc1OTExOC4xNzUzMTg4NTI2*_ga*NTEwMjg0NjI5LjE3NTMxODg1MjY.*_ga_22VNHNTFT3*czE3NTMzNTE0ODkkbzckZzEkdDE3NTMzNTUwODUkajYwJGwwJGgxODI5NDgzOTI3
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/07/24/banks-told-to-dump-fossil-fuels-to-meet-new-net-zero-standard/
https://grist.org/labor/biden-admin-unveils-first-ever-heat-protections-for-workers-heres-what-to-know/
https://grist.org/labor/biden-admin-unveils-first-ever-heat-protections-for-workers-heres-what-to-know/
https://grist.org/labor/federal-workplace-heat-protections-osha-temperature-regulation-trump-farmworkers/
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/23/tesla-earnings-elon-musk-robotaxi
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/heat-dome-temperatures-may-break-records-in-eastern-u-s
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/heat-dome-temperatures-may-break-records-in-eastern-u-s
https://time.com/7303535/extreme-heat-fifa-world-cup-2026/
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-musk-spacex-rocket-launch-environmental-regulation-rollback
https://e2.org/releases/june-25-clean-economy-works
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attorneys say is a backdoor bid to avoid public notice and comment” reports Jean
Chemnick at E&E.

Trump issued a proclamation in July that delays a rule meant to tighten ethylene oxide
emissions at companies that use the gas to sterilize medical equipment, Julia Baarajas
reports for LAist. My UCLA colleague William Boyd is quoted in the piece, saying that no
other president has made use of the authority Trump tapped into to issue this proclamation,
which Boyd expects environmental justice advocates to challenge.

Shell is among the firms that have abandoned a years-long, high-profile attempt to define a
“net zero” emissions strategy after being told that such a standard would require them to
stop developing new oil and gas fields, according to the Financial Times.

California

Six in ten Californians favor the state’s goals to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions
and 100% renewable energy by 2045. More than 80% of us favor building more solar power
stations in California. These are some key findings of the Californians and the Environment
survey by the Public Policy Institute of California. Another important finding that all
policymakers should write down: 60% say they are very concerned that home insurance will
become more expensive, and 57 % say that Californians will be unable to obtain home
insurance due to climate-change risks.

Michael Wara at Stanford has some good advice for PPIC pollsters, because we already
know people are willing to pay more for their electricity if it is clean. “The better question
here I think would have been whether people are willing to pay more for their gasoline in
order to pay for infrastructure to support EVs,” Wara wrote on Bluesky. “That is the real
issue and challenge. Renewables aren’t more expensive.”

A California agency called the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment could
take on an even bigger role now that EPA has killed off its research arm, LAT’s Hayley
Smith reports. California Secretary for Environmental Protection Yana Garcia told Smith
that California has hired a number of people from the federal government over the past year
and is open to absorbing more EPA employees who were laid off.

I wrote earlier in July about the Trump administration’s fairly crazy proposals for opening
public lands to a lot more oil and gas leases. If you thought Gov. Newsom would lead the
fight, you’d be wrong.  ”Instead of fighting back, Newsom followed up last week with his
own proposal to streamline permitting for oil and gas drilling at existing wells and exempt

https://www.eenews.net/articles/epa-to-suspend-methane-limits-without-public-input/
https://laist.com/news/health/trump-epa-ethylene-oxide-cancer-sterilize-medical-equipment-southeast-l-a
https://www.ft.com/content/21c8dab8-567b-4926-925e-6f56ba36acb2
https://www.ppic.org/publication/ppic-statewide-survey-californians-and-the-environment-july-2025/
https://www.ppic.org/publication/ppic-statewide-survey-californians-and-the-environment-july-2025/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-07-25/the-trump-administration-is-gutting-epas-research-arm-can-california-bridge-the-gap
https://click.everyaction.com/k/112049496/559250281/-1601873811?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAFaANZi5zTjWd1q82lmRszmgwssbFF1X2XeJqL3SZtfO7O7PaCNrZ4PDcy0BwaZkCQz25ZQoc9seDwgfpHMrXimJwvoT5IyZCAIBXIQtl_iCQEGAyYI2u5C-NkNX270IGVi7bKh1hvMwVTG7XRB9dfGm-723Teb8Ikmy7mizsM3p&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwNTg0MiIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI2YTI1OGIwZC1hMzY4LWYwMTEtOGRjOS02MDQ1YmRhOWQ5NmIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImZpcnN0ZXZhbkBnbWFpbC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=wmCv-31AiXtxcSz0Of_TY-dF9bp46cRPCZI7ezdUhB4=&emci=ca6464b6-ff67-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&emdi=6a258b0d-a368-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&ceid=19347783
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fossil fuel operations from environmental review,” wrote Ryan Schleeter for the Climate
Center. My Legal Planet colleague Ken Alex shares some thoughts on what California
should get out of such a proposal.

State lawmakers are under pressure from Big Ag to kill or change legislation that would
make it easier to convert farmland to solar production, Sammy Roth reports for Boiling
Point.  AB 1156 would “boost solar by weakening a law called the Williamson Act, which is
designed to keep lands in crop production. AB 1156 would let growers in water-stressed
areas suspend their contracts to enable solar development, without anyone paying the fee.”

And oh boy. For the last several months, CAISO has been piloting a generative AI platform
that it hopes will streamline the process of managing outages “and help it meet the
compounding demands of outage coordination,” reports Maeve Allsup at Latitude Media.

California government officials are trying to find a buyer for Valero Energy’s Benicia
refinery near San Francisco before it closes next April, which Reuters reports is an unusual
effort “by a state government to broker the sale of privately-owned infrastructure” and”
reflects its growing concerns over protecting fuel supplies in the most populous U.S. state
and keeping a lid on prices.”

The State Water Resources Control Board sided with Gov. Newsom and other big
commercial stakeholders in the state’s water supply interested in providing water from the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and connecting rivers into big Southern California cities and
Central Valley agriculture regardless of concerns brought about by “conservationists, the
fishing industry, Delta communities, and Native tribes” reports Rachel Becker for
CalMatters.  

The Trump’s administration’s plans to suspend the “roadless rule” could threaten more than
4 million acres of forests in California, Becker also reports in a PBS video.

“Freebates” are one of the proposals under consideration by CARB as they confront the loss
of federal EV rebates and Clean Air waivers, Michael Stoll for SF Public Press reports,
calling freebates “economically elegant but politically unproven.”

FEMA, Disasters, and Extreme Weather

https://click.everyaction.com/k/112049496/559250281/-1601873811?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAFaANZi5zTjWd1q82lmRszmgwssbFF1X2XeJqL3SZtfO7O7PaCNrZ4PDcy0BwaZkCQz25ZQoc9seDwgfpHMrXimJwvoT5IyZCAIBXIQtl_iCQEGAyYI2u5C-NkNX270IGVi7bKh1hvMwVTG7XRB9dfGm-723Teb8Ikmy7mizsM3p&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwNTg0MiIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI2YTI1OGIwZC1hMzY4LWYwMTEtOGRjOS02MDQ1YmRhOWQ5NmIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImZpcnN0ZXZhbkBnbWFpbC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=wmCv-31AiXtxcSz0Of_TY-dF9bp46cRPCZI7ezdUhB4=&emci=ca6464b6-ff67-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&emdi=6a258b0d-a368-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&ceid=19347783
https://theclimatecenter.org/clean-energy/tell-californias-leaders-to-stand-up-for-climate/?emci=ca6464b6-ff67-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&emdi=6a258b0d-a368-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&ceid=19347783
https://legal-planet.org/2025/07/22/newsom-proposes-more-oil-drilling-in-ca/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1156
https://www.oati.com/press-release/ai-energy-launch/
https://www.latitudemedia.com/news/under-the-hood-of-caisos-ai-outage-management-pilot/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/rare-move-california-steps-find-buyer-valero-refinery-avoid-closure-sources-say-2025-07-23/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WhatMatters&utm_source=31&utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Afghans%20in%20CA%20in%20peril%20as%20federal%20protections%20evaporate&utm_campaign=WhatMatters
https://calmatters.org/environment/2025/07/sacramento-river-delta-report/
https://calmatters.org/environment/2025/07/sacramento-river-delta-report/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFUlUT1edFI
https://www.sfpublicpress.org/california-weighs-new-ev-incentives-backed-by-fee-on-gas-cars-and-trucks/
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A ProPublica and Texas Tribune analysis of legislative proposals finds that the Legislature
has repeatedly failed to enact key measures that would help communities prepare for
frequent flooding, as recently as this legislative session.

The science of a heat dome is terrifying and poetic (a “self-reinforcing machine of misery”),
as described by Matt Simon for Grist. Why we call it a “heat dome” got this explainer from
Jeva Lange at Heatmap News.

Researchers at the UCLA Fielding School of Public Health announced last week they had
finished installing 20 air quality sensors to measure pollution, stretching from the Palisades
Highlands to Santa Monica.

Edison unveiled a Wildfire Recovery Compensation Program that could be used to quickly
pay Eaton fire victims, including those who were insured, but there’s concern that it’s also a
plot to have Altadena residents waive some rights to avoid costly litigation, reports Melody
Peterson for LAT.

https://www.propublica.org/article/texas-flooding-inaction-state-legislature
https://grist.org/extreme-heat/the-science-behind-the-heat-dome-a-mosh-pit-of-molecules/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily
https://heatmap.news/climate/northeast-heat-dome-2025
https://www.cap.la/results
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-07-25/edisons-program-to-pay-eaton-fire-victims-leaves-questions
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COP30, Brazil and Forests

Forest carbon sink has hit a record low for at least the last 2 decades: New analysis of data
from WRI’s Global Forest Watch and Land & Carbon Lab reveals that extreme fires caused
forests to absorb far less carbon than usual in 2023 and 2024, about one quarter of what is
typical, weakening their cooling effect.

The New York Times ran a Sunday front page report on the upcoming COP30 conference
but they went with the salacious framing of “Dance poles and leopard-print walls” as a way
to convey the scarcity of rooms in Belem and the rush to find more lodging ahead of COP30,
including “love motels.”

Meanwhile Climate Home News reports that the online platform for approved
accommodation is now “operational” and that 98 of the “smallest developing countries and
island nations” will get first dibs on 3,900 rooms on two cruise ships docked a 30-minute
drive away from the COP30 venue for a maximum of $220 a night.

Energy

https://gfw.global/3UmWSzQ
https://eldik.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/mr/sh/SMJz09SDriOHW0dVRhty377Dm9QO/ZfmqzHLpoPxK


World’s Biggest Court Opinion on Climate | 10

In Australia, taxpayers face a potential $500 million bill to clean up aging oil and gas
infrastructure left by Chevron off Western Australia’s Pilbara, according to reporting by
Boiling Cold.

Trump signed an AI executive order designed to speed permitting for data centers and
related power generation on federal land. The order ignores wind and solar while promoting
fossil fuel, advanced nuclear, and geothermal as power options. He promised the US would
build as much new electricity capacity as China this year, E&E reports.

And all climate tech companies are now data center companies now because that’s where
the money is, Katie Brigham writes for Heatmap News. “The proportion of pitches that we
see that reflects some kind of data center messaging has gone from maybe one out of 20 to
one out of five,” one venture capital source said.

Despite the Trump administration’s knee-jerk cancellation of a $4.9 billion federal loan
guarantee for the Grain Belt Express transmission project, developer Invenergy indicates
the plan would move forward for the massive project with private financing, AP reports.

https://www.boilingcold.com.au/governments-set-to-refund-chevron-500m-for-barrow-island-oil-field-clean-up/
https://www.eenews.net/articles/trumps-ai-plan-meets-a-stressed-american-electric-grid/
https://heatmap.news/climate-tech/data-center-energy-efficiency?utm_campaign=heatmap_daily_free&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9ppSsy53-wTSddwYp5fReFNlPRgn2-85bkdUlyFIn3OHFC4n9k1btnsMexD_EAsA3vhH3Og3PY1fMNfBJ55O86-siXIg&_hsmi=372893713&utm_content=372893713&utm_source=hs_email
https://apnews.com/article/green-energy-transmission-line-grain-belt-express-6d674ba10fc2d5700133989695e838ec
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The rates are too damned high and Democrats will need a strategic plan to stabilize or cut
electricity costs heading into 2028, Robinson Meyer writes at Heatmap news. “They will
need ideas about how (and whether) to speed up permitting, restructure wholesale power
markets, and build new power plants in order to stabilize the power grid.” We need it like
yesterday.

Media Stories

Grist profiles Reverb, a nonprofit that’s become a leading force in greening live music. Its
staffers are on the road this summer with Dave Matthews Band and Billie Eilish, setting up
eco-villages and organizing volunteers. These Reverb staffers serve as the bands’ de facto
sustainability coordinators, allowing initiatives like RockNRefill to be scaled up, rather than
every artist having to go it alone.

If you haven’t yet explored the 50 States, 50 Fixes series from the New York Times’ Climate
desk, go check it out now. Cara Buckley and Catrin Einhorn are reporting on grassroots
problems and solutions with help from readers. Like in New Mexico, where this Indigenous-
led nonprofit group is bringing solar power to Navajo Nation and the Hopi tribe. They have
reached the midway point: 25 states down, 25 to go.

Alexander C. Kaufman is now writing the Heatmap AM Briefing newsletter, which puts 5
big climate and weather stories in your inbox daily for free. Kaufman, an award-winning
journalist, has covered energy and climate for lots of places and has already put an
emphasis on energy companies.

https://grist.org/arts-culture/how-musicians-and-concert-venues-are-upping-the-tempo-on-climate-action/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/j_B71OECezWqPO2mjSIKGg~~/AAAAARA~/hqoBbvwlvnaJhLLW0qClT7gtrsq2T6HPGvSzTBFt1__rGYU7ttQaCrr1LSxVQbCQmiNr_4Neqhjor0AKxZ4p4lO9gj4iepsGW4A19srNXSACOA9yllZ1A61CjX8m9QKJKyqZvZ5EwwwevRg6eus_Gnye_EQoB6YlwE9ZZgHtR65tQWIQhxj1peiZNLaEmOxujxf7waqwerFezQi8kcimz61L4uRHIZCioYlQwTBYoN7xkHQ5lA3dogLSyANzVrBJGAR_VV56kugoZN3sd8RlD2u4yCmtW9kQTMIj2SqFQc5-QFeM2YyjMtoSdVQciV6bm55dnA0yvaDuNYUlvDA9vbgHf94eg24_4vYHx7sNWh97xaxkYj8XKHxkjVXCdutA
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/y4EpnBLcXmA3uwaBh_UTMQ~~/AAAAARA~/FOl2NmtceBlsdAn58PxtiBYpfspMmdhlLNakpOhOwcsCK_ilvzqPcEiM8LTgufN5yc9wvmvEkBSawVoi3RvkAFUw3CCAuZO-EAQ7ldFLXXQmESrFzoNjKvOY32opyfbglrVU65tyohFyTELHByVo0RxtL3-3ia2Jj28PZ8TCt4BlZzxMx5ane1TzVDqrObeqKPtOS4Ym153jk9U-2WYwBPAt66qlayNpRbyEQfq8nyN3XAgkJ5l7WcILVOTniSLX58Yo56edQqMsVFW5lIax5_1jehz5QGZ3SU4DLW3EFhIik5-cenNO99N3XNNuMjD4firPi8E7IIGYvqBkVTVc3w~~
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/QCYvVXHZVlx4zWolJ3IHcQ~~/AAAAARA~/W76g0MC8A4WPqLKQBRTqh2poZPqgtymKEDbIk3TI6g1wxYbtErX4Wvh2440lFPQlF-gjq0Q6gyf8OPdZy2KHytaYcfrXvcRBzAq0zd2z9aDMjEHIn7XwXDWhYWDwsE_Z0z9fII3iQUPC3ZdqbiGYdX9p5kYCnmJVabN-NGD6ChVi015aFo7MCQkU7LGZDGXw1T0w6-zytRd-IuuAGs2NO117nKbqGZvbdMyIF1NinIqRfWVebbOLH6pVSwSpRecd864oqQM1k5p8rx3B65nAjgAoMv-N4VXu-PX6gr2ouoYn3utCjyo95GQ-hDLWOuMvDRYLW8NByNwl_i4X-kOaEQ~~
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/22/climate/new-mexico-navajo-power.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20250724&instance_id=159192&nl=climate-forward&regi_id=60496994&segment_id=202557&user_id=bcf044466bae53a95fcca18adbfdd0ca
https://talkingbiznews.com/media-news/heatmap-news-hires-kaufman-to-write-newsletter/
https://heatmap.news/politics/eni-clean-energy
https://heatmap.news/politics/eni-clean-energy

