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The first time I saw a Chinese-made EV on the road I was walking on a crowded sidewalk in
Sao Paulo. It was a Saturday night this May, when the whole city seemed to be out enjoying
the warm weather. A street rave took over an entire block so to keep moving, we
pedestrians had to squeeze past street vendors and weave through cars that were idling in
driveways. That’s why I was close enough to the car’s bumper that I could make out the
“Build Your Dreams” logo on the back of the car. After that first BYD sighting out in the
wild, I started seeing them all over during my visit to Brazil.

Chinese automakers have seized on Brazil, the world’s sixth largest car market, as a
springboard to all of Latin America. BYD and two other Chinese firms, Great Wall Motor and
Chery, are starting to operate factories there, Somini Sengupta reported last month in the
New York Times. So, while there are already a lot of Chinese EVs on Brazil's roads, many
more are coming as those factories get up and running.

“What you saw in Brazil is the leading edge of a strategy that started years ago,” my UCLA
Law colleague Alex L. Wang, who studies Chinese environmental governance, told me in
an interview. “It’s part of this broader Chinese push to get into clean tech and upgrade their
economy.” What started two decades ago as a mostly domestic industrial policy to help
shore up energy security and alleviate severe air pollution is now also an export strategy,


https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2025%2F07%2F21%2Fclimate%2Fchina-brazil-electric-vehicles.html&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C6efa5c9e2b134ed2a78c08ddd36648cd%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638899158537652204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k3oCWiMOkcrIOf1jud9zoUEaGHnrV6p93QuyLETqRRs%3D&reserved=0
https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/alex-wang
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Wang said, noting that BYD recently surpassed Tesla to become the largest EV
manufacturer in the world.

Teslas are a dime a dozen in California, of course. We're the state with the highest uptake of
EVs. But like most Americans, I'd never seen a BYD vehicle in person because they’re
essentially banned from being sold in the US. Come to think of it, I saw another “first” on
the streets of Sao Paulo: an electric police car.

Latin America is the next frontier for Chinese EVs, after Europe and Asia. The number of
vehicles imported to Brazil from China tripled between 2023 and 2024, NYT’s Sengupta
reports. As a result, some accused China of flooding the market and Brazil responded by
ratcheting up import duties and sought to encourage more auto production inside the
country.

So now what we see is Chinese manufacturers setting up shop inside Brazil to try to bring
down tensions. After all, relations with countries like Brazil, Chile, and Argentina are
important to China for other reasons, most notably the supply chain of critical minerals,
Wang said.


https://www.cnn.com/2025/03/25/cars/china-byd-annual-sales-pass-tesla-intl-hnk
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/21/climate/china-brazil-electric-vehicles.html

China is Kicking Our Ass at Our Own Game | 3

-=- I‘I‘I‘I-l‘I-I-I-!.!.'

An electr'i.c.cop car in Sdo Paulo. Photos: Evan
George

“That reflects a goal that all Global South countries say that they want. If they are a supplier
of minerals, especially, they’ll say, look, we don’t want to just be a supplier of raw materials
commodities. We want to move up the value chain. So this is an example of China trying to
accommodate that and responding to local pressures,” Wang said. “I was just reading an
article in the Chinese press which was oriented at Chinese automakers and saying, ‘Look,
we need to play this game so that we can get into the market and dominate,”” Wang said.
“So that’s the way, obviously, the companies are thinking about it.”

How are US companies thinking about it? They should be freaking out. They are starting to
lose out on Latin America’s biggest economy with a population of 200 million people. A Ford
plant that operated in Brazil for 20 years shuttered in 2021. It’s becoming a (you guessed it)
BYD factory.

New numbers out today show that EVs represent 28% of global auto sales. That’s a big jump
from last year at this time. That’s a big and growing market to be losing. China is leaving us
in the dust.

Some are freaking out. Ford CEO Jim Farley, who recently visited China, called the rise of
Chinese EV makers an “existential threat” to the U.S. auto industry. Michael Dunne, a
former General Motors executive, wrote recently that “BYD now has such overwhelming
advantages in costs and battery technologies that it could end up destroying its U.S.
competitors, endangering a critical American industry and hundreds of thousands of jobs.”
But who is doing anything about it? Carmax, Carvana, and other automotive stakeholders
along with Plug In America pleaded with members of Congress to keep EV tax credits in the


https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/21/climate/china-brazil-electric-vehicles.html
https://cleantechnica.com/2025/08/04/global-ev-sales-plugin-vehicles-reach-28-share/
https://evinfo.net/2024/09/ford-ceo-says-chinese-evs-are-an-existential-threat/
https://newsletter.dunneinsights.com/p/my-ny-times-op-ed-byd-china-and-america
https://pluginamerica.org/carmax-carvana-and-automotive-stakeholders-urge-u-s-senate-to-keep-ev-tax-credits/
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recent Republican tax measure. They did not.

And it’s not just cars. China now fully dominates the “new three” of solar, EVs, and lithium-
ion batteries, which were all invented in the US, the Washington Post writes, but now are
being won by the Chinese. “The Trump administration is surrendering to China right and
left,” former Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg recently told NPR, when asked about
China’s strategy on clean technology. “They recognize that this is a way to dominate the
economy of the future.”

China is kicking our ass; at a game America basically invented. There’s no good reason to
forfeit or live in the past.

Wang, who has a forthcoming book called “Chinese Global Environmentalism” due out in fall
2025, uses a Blockbuster Video analogy. “America is just doubling down on old technology,”
he said. “We’re continuing to rent DVDs when the whole world has moved to streaming.”

Welcome to The Drain, a weekly roundup of environmental and climate news. And the past
week has belonged to the Endangerment Finding ...

Endangerment Finding Cont.


https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fclimate-environment%2F2025%2F07%2F31%2Fchina-clean-energy-united-states-inventions%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C6efa5c9e2b134ed2a78c08ddd36648cd%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638899158537673050%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KXi0IX0%2FKBaMvpmbRvQHlIxacOop%2B0nw5yzJGKknVxk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.msn.com/en-us/politics/government/surrendering-to-china-right-and-left-pete-buttigieg-snaps-berates-the-trump-administration-over-their-senseless-attacks-on-clean-energy/vi-AA1Jsaix?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.alexwang.org/research
https://legal-planet.org/the-drain/
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If EPA succeeds in reversing the all-important Endangerment Finding, it would “eviscerate
the biggest regulatory tool the federal government has” to keep climate change in check,
my colleague Ann Carlson told Grist. But there may be a silver lining of sorts. By ceding
federal authority to regulate greenhouse gases, the Trump administration could
unintentionally relinquish regulatory powers to California and other progressive states to
carry out their own climate agenda, Carlson told the LA Times. “If [ were the state of
California and the endangerment finding gets rescinded, I would argue that there are no
federal standards,” she told Heatmap News. Our colleague Mary Nichols echoed that
sentiment to the SF Chronicle, saying “this leaves California much less subject to challenge
if we say we want to regulate carbon emissions. They can’t preempt us from doing that.”
And that could backfire on industry, E&E writes.

Congressional Democrats, including Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, promised to fight EPA’s
actions by encouraging legal challenges and expanded state climate efforts. The EPA will be
taking public comments here on the proposal through September 15 and hold at least two
public hearings on August 19 and 20.

E&E’s Scott Waldman and Chelsea Harvey have a thorough fact-check article on the
right-wing attack on climate science and particularly the attacks by EPA on the



https://grist.org/politics/epa-endangerment-finding-zeldin-announcement/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-07-29/trump-epa-greenhouse-gas-endangerment-finding-reversal-california-resistence
https://heatmap.news/climate/endangerment-finding-california-waiver?utm_campaign=heatmap_daily_free&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_iaNenOevzY24Jh9y7t-xqaW0WrE6AqqAXPBvA_kUlcqnVoGuUKhIYb9QOJG6qvrOaMt8SJMmiZ3lyjvP8SVCscZscNg&_hsmi=374411486&utm_content=374411486&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.sfchronicle.com/climate/article/epa-endangerment-california-20792752.php
https://www.eenews.net/articles/killing-epa-climate-rule-could-backfire-on-industry/
https://www.eenews.net/articles/democrats-vow-to-fight-trump-climate-action-rollback-2/
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/EPA-HQ-OAR-2025-0194/
https://www.eenews.net/articles/epa-attacks-climate-science-here-are-the-facts/
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endangerment finding, as well as a supporting report by the Energy Department, which
claims to offer “a critical assessment of the conventional narrative on climate change.”

Molly Taft at Wired spoke to 9 different scientists whose work was cited in the DOE report
downplaying the risks of climate change, and “all of them say their work was
misrepresented, cherry picked, and/or lacked context.”

The report is a “scattershot collection of oft-debunked skeptic claims,” the NYT reports and
“not representative of broader climate science research findings.” The DOE is taking public
comment on its report through September 2.

Proving that a picture’s worth a thousand words, I submit an actual Energy Department
social media post: a pinup photo of a lump of coal.


https://www.wired.com/story/scientists-say-new-government-climate-report-twists-their-work/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/31/climate/trump-climate-skeptics-science-report.html
https://www.regulations.gov/document/DOE-HQ-2025-0207-0001
https://www.regulations.gov/document/DOE-HQ-2025-0207-0001
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Good News

Renewable energy will overtake coal to become the world’s top source of electricity “by
2026 at the latest”, according to recent forecasts from the International Energy Agency,
which I've mentioned here before. But just check out this graph from_Carbon Brief

State officials in New York have approved a first-in-the nation all-electric, zero-emission
building standard, taking direct aim at the Empire State’s largest source of climate
pollution, Alison F. Takemura reports for Canary Media. It prohibits gas and other fossil
fuels in most new buildings.


https://www.iea.org/reports/electricity-mid-year-update-2025?utm_campaign=IEA+newsletters&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=SendGrid
https://www.iea.org/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/iea-renewables-will-be-worlds-top-power-source-by-2026/
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/carbon-free-buildings/new-york-finalizes-gas-ban
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The Department of Defense reversed itself on hurricane data and said it no longer planned
to shut down a program that makes satellite data publicly available to researchers and
forecasters.

LA’s Bureau of Street Lighting is slowly swapping out traditional streetlights for solar-
powered versions. Canary Media reports it’s a way to crack down on copper theft, because
the new ones are not attached to the larger power system and thus have no copper wire to
steal.

Bad News

Trump froze $200 million in UCLA science and medical research funding, citing alleged
antisemitism. UCLA Chancellor Julio Frenk called the government’s action a loss for
Americans who depend on the university’s life-saving research. The executive board of the
UCLA Faculty Association prepared this open letter and is soliciting signatures widely.

The Trump administration is asking NASA employees to draw up plans to end at least two
major CO2 satellite missions, NPR’s Rebecca Hersher reports. “If the plans are carried
out, one of the missions would be permanently terminated, because the satellite would burn
up in the atmosphere.”

The wildfire in Grand Canyon National Park that has been burning for almost a month is
now the largest blaze so far this year in the continental U.S., scorching more than 114,000
acres as of this weekend.

COP30 and Greenwashing

PR giant Edelman was hired to help COP30 host-nation Brazil run its media strategy for this
year’s UN climate conference - “even though it also works for Shell, one of the world’s
biggest fossil fuel companies,” Matteo Civilinni reports for Climate Home News. “...the
same executive overseeing the firm’s work with Shell in Brazil - where the energy company
is ramping up oil and gas output - will also work on the COP30 contract.”

Don’t blame Brazil alone: the UN Development Programme ran the selection process on
behalf of the COP30 presidency, and said the appointment “did not break its conflicts of
interest policy.” Does UNDP not listen to UN chief Anténio Guterres’ own speeches about
the evils of fossil fuel advertising?


https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/climate/hurricane-monitoring-data-defense-department.html
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/solar/copper-wire-theft-la-streetlights?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ftQhap-Fb5fFeC1XT24d_V2-JJ5xShxaxTYC1mHO2c4BLl7qbMhFxYiBWSOhZ5mia9ehUflSeIEuxPfvpEs5Ic3NZjg&_hsmi=374314906&utm_source=newsletter
https://link.latimes.com/click/40955489.39983/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb20vY2FsaWZvcm5pYS9zdG9yeS8yMDI1LTA3LTMxL3RydW1wLWZyZWV6ZXMtbmloLW5zZi1mdW5kaW5nLXVjbGE_c2ZtY19pZD02NTI4MjViYzI0YjJlYTE4ZTZhZjQ2ZTcmdXRtX2lkPTQwOTU1NDg5JnNrZXlfaWQ9ZDI1YmM5MDk3YzMxYTMyMTJjNzcxODVjYzI5MDA1YmUyMDQ4ZjE0NmI1N2Y3Mjg4NjQ0MGQzMWRhZmNhNmU3Mw/652825bc24b2ea18e6af46e7Bcfe8ce28
https://sites.google.com/view/ucstandup/
https://www.npr.org/2025/08/04/nx-s1-5453731/nasa-carbon-dioxide-satellite-mission-threatened?utm_term=nprnews&utm_source=bsky.app&utm_campaign=npr&utm_medium=social
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/07/30/pr-firm-working-for-shell-wins-cop30-media-contract/
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Wind farms

“Wind is a disaster,” Trump said last week during a presser at his Turnberry golf course in
Scotland that brought his yearslong hate for wind full circle. The Guardian fact-checked his
claims and found that he was really only correct about China being the biggest
manufacturer.

Samuel L. Jackson has joined an entertaining video campaign by Swedish energy company
Vattenfall AB to promote offshore wind farms, in the face of continued opposition and
misinformation from Trump and some Republicans. “These giants are standing tall against
fossil fuels — rising up out of the ocean like a middle finger to CO2,” Jackson says.

Los Angeles and California

LA and CA leaders are restricting the building of duplexes on single-family-home lots in the
Palisades rebuilding efforts. Mayor Karen Bass issued an executive order restricting the
development of duplexes in Pacific Palisades and Gov. Newsom issued an executive

order allowing the Palisades and parts of Malibu and Altadena to restrict development in
high severity burn areas. “No outcry has erupted over the addition of accessory dwelling
units in the Palisades, even though they could bring similar increases in building, and have
been far more common in permit applications,” Liam Dillon reports for LAT.

Oil and gas companies spent the most of any lobbying group in Sacramento in the second
quarter of the year, according to financial filings submitted last week. Chevron spent $3.9
million and the Western States Petroleum Association spent $3 million, as lawmakers
decided against proposals to hold oil and gas companies financially accountable for
damages caused by climate change, Camille von Kaenel reports for Politico.

Much was made of Kamala Harris not running for California governor, but Politico’s
California Climate, citing Ken Alex, focused on how the climate lane is still wide open for a
candidate with most of the declared candidates talking jobs and prices.

Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy wrote a Sac Bee op ed to troll Gov. Newsom for having
“no clue what functional government looks like... In fact, he’s suing to protect this multi-
billion-dollar train to nowhere.”

In the second quarter of 2025, Californians purchased 100,671 zero-emission vehicles,
representing 21.6% of all new vehicle sales in the state, the Energy Commission said. This
marks a slight decrease in overall sales year-over-year compared to the second quarter of



https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/jul/28/are-trump-claims-about-wind-power-correct?utm_term=688b4de7f62bf68ad578e2373894efc2&utm_campaign=DownToEarth&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=greenlight_email
https://group.vattenfall.com/windfarmed
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV651m9zXvhW-5gexuwg10rgOh0YDkHg2rmzaOjz8C8oWAWi9qTsfyV6Ufbgt5vbT95pQ4y3SsU1tc73QK432D8tYLggy8_DRhergj4RB9a_9h/4in/dlXZZ6XeQluz092E5_31qg/h2/h001.qnm0_J1r1mHXH795KC_7VJqQ5regNzC1lUZLLbhlfmM
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV651m9zXvhW-5gexuwg10rgOh0YDkHg2rmzaOjz8C8oWAWi9qTsfyV6Ufbgt5vbT95pQ4y3SsU1tc73QK432D8tYLggy8_DRhergj4RB9a_9h/4in/dlXZZ6XeQluz092E5_31qg/h2/h001.qnm0_J1r1mHXH795KC_7VJqQ5regNzC1lUZLLbhlfmM
https://www.latimes.com/homeless-housing/story/2025-07-30/after-outcry-l-a-restricts-duplexes-in-pacific-palisades
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr3_CiPWnxnTe7CtDqtIhYKWA6Tc3uW7Mjte6oGZP9KY0ncjU2773bsiYFihf6gg10vLGIf6XyHziGh7GE5LsUbi8CAaDCEhvgTWBSnF7q4zKDRk8B8PhS-rhRGibDtvKgFl78_C8cLWdULE4d_LKv0naDRA64kZJ_vHEpklWzw-P_Q4Szl3Yze16_K1VvQK3b2kCbWp-mXfiOtxJWWFJUTyTRIVH6veFqJ6dmRQAta6BhXtYoI-tUmY6SsjeQgZegIW9tAFvlOC3-CGA08_6bK3u/4io/rBMsNxJOSeeI41IQXQsN5w/h1/h001.5uWsBnGehRYA2kmoIYRXAgszBEsSLCPV8yBw8y76mT4
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr3_CiPWnxnTe7CtDqtIhYKWA6Tc3uW7Mjte6oGZP9KY0nV4mcxVCOLgzzf6A-GdPfPHJqlryZntttGiZZrxhnZc4x_cfMbdoRlknb41SUrzUNOjs_gThrjGDdgA25MZWXyAuSumZl9rvevZKbTh1BVaITpkcHzyppQXxQr3blHXlskRE0rK5MK5pQLNwNG82rBgaHhBFY_60HMY03Vjd8rPjevTmT7V9q5EwMB3ihOGWdsbhylrAGi9poCBPcQjWwmI3os39OF_odL2lSU4mq3Rk/4io/Fx5VppQ8Q4e4ZsAHRj01Bw/h1/h001.FCZtyRwELB7q-nKrmlzxCFt-fsP31CJeiYwjgFQGCDk
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article311508045.html?link_source=ta_bluesky_link&taid=688a5204d7014b000147e98a&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=social&utm_source=bluesky
https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/energy-almanac/zero-emission-vehicle-and-infrastructure-statistics-collection/new-zev
https://www.energy.ca.gov/news/2025-07/over-100000-zevs-sold-california-second-quarter-2025
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2024.

Researchers at the California Water Institute at California State University, Fresno, wrote in
the Fresno Bee about the need to take a regional approach to increase the capture and
recharge of floodwater. “The goal is to optimize the use of floodwater for recharge that
would otherwise flow out of the San Joaquin River watershed out to the Delta and the San
Francisco Bay.”

FEMA, Disasters, and Extreme Weather

Kerrville residents testified at a special hearing state lawmakers called in Kerrville to hear
from residents and local officials about the state and local response to the flooding in
Central Texas that killed at least 130 people. Turns out two key emergency officials were
literally asleep at the start of the flooding.

As of May 2025, 48% of Americans are at least “moderately worried” that their local area
might be harmed by extreme heat, according to findings by Yale Program on Climate
Change Communications. “Heatwaves consistently drive national interest in climate change,
more so than wildfires or hurricanes.”

Extreme weather is killing local businesses. The Aspen Institute Financial Security Program
recently published a report outlining the hurdles small businesses face from severe weather.

Energy and Abundance

The Interior Department released a new secretarial order on Friday saying it may no longer
issue any permits to a solar or wind project on federal lands “unless the agency believes it
will generate as much energy per acre as a coal, gas, or nuclear power plant,” reports Jael
Holzman at Heatmap.

The Vatican is moving forward with a plan to turn a 1,000-acre field north of Rome into a
vast solar farm that the AP reports could generate enough electricity to turn Vatican City
into the world’s first carbon-neutral state.

Senior officials from the Biden-era Department of Energy loan office have launched a new
nonprofit that will aim “to speed deployment of low-carbon tech in the U.S. and abroad,”
Ben Geman reports for Axios.

Bill McKibben has an exploration of the permitting woes for rooftop solar in Mother Jones.


https://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/readers-opinion/article310788240.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.kut.org/energy-environment/2025-07-31/the-state-is-broken-kerrville-residents-testify-at-state-hearing-over-flood-response
https://yale.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=78464048a89f4b58b97123336&id=45ef9b5e2a&e=212a6c4ceb
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Surviving-the-Storm-V2-FIN.pdf
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Surviving-the-Storm-V2-FIN.pdf
https://d2qwfv04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/X+113/d2QWfV04/VWQ9c36YPR8tW2mJJ717s64b5VQq1455zLVStM7WCQx5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3p_VQp1pV1r5jDtW6VKG454Clf8vN4zn699ztM1mW1LHKhH4Fnf8lW43lCqv3sbQrKW1nq8tm4P0nNZW8c3yl25rwV10W7Jv6gF3SddsHW7YkBJ35qRVJ_W7TnhxX7fG474W3lgg4j2nSmDmW50Q3-r7tPxRvW4T9BlM7yXdMTV_KtCn6p9CpvW5tKlwj9hfMCtN6zJG83kYl7_W7w-cLg63hwlYW5gjpCx3YG5ljW8J_fSN80YcTCW1RGHpV39K4HkW6Lz4Sp8_lBhvW28ycq46HJvR6W4Gsr4N3LX5K5N6FzqZzvdwSnW5LXnLb5ZLt1LW3NwKB44GzsFdW4bSlzP8b36DmW8KLq8x5PBv0_W70Jwjz1cwQrlW3RBF9y7gpJNKW225pTg51ZjTGVzq_Mp7whvqXVQB9F15rJKT7W6VCXXH9f94SLf80dxlH04
https://heatmap.news/sparks/interior-department-wind-solar-land-use?
https://apnews.com/article/vatican-solar-farm-108aa7efecf0d094a5b00e25b6a7c737
https://apnews.com/article/pope-leo-green-mass-climate-justice-4a65f5d0897016d654589439032433b3
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/30/department-of-energy-doe-climate-tech-nonprofit
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He compares the US to Spain and Australia. “We need to figure out how to keep rooftop
solar growing even without the federal tax credits,” he writes. “Doing that will require,
among other things, unclogging the peculiarly American system of local permitting that has
played a huge role in making “going solar” far more expensive than it needs to be.”

“The Abundance movement’s playbook — to streamline permitting, simplify government
processes and make public investments more focused — falls short of what’s needed,”
writes Arjun Krishnaswami at Utility Dive. “We won’t achieve energy abundance unless
we contend with the powerful interests that benefit from scarcity.”

Other items worth your time

My UCLA Law colleague Jonathan Zasloff joined MSNBC's Ali Velshi for a segment based
on one of his Legal Planet columns, all about how “Donald Trump’s war on cities - and the
things that keep them ticking - stands to hurt all of America, not just urban elites.”

The Sierra Club obtained the E.P.A. documents by filing a Freedom of Information Act
request that show 15 coal-burning power plants, four steel mills, four chemical facilities and
two mines wrote emails to the E.P.A. this spring to request pollution exemptions, according
to documents reviewed by The New York Times.

At the Quitting Carbon newsletter, Justin Gerdes writes about the projects, people, and
policies advancing the energy transition — and that includes himself. “As of June 24, when a
technician from Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) shut off the fossil gas supply to my home, I
now live in an all-electric home,” Gerdes writes.

A new 4-part miniseries called “Carbon Bros” from Drilled Media explores the rich
intersection of gender and environmental issues, or as Amy Westervelt puts it “the
longstanding and ever-increasing overlap between male grievance culture and climate
denial and delay.”


https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2025/07/rooftop-solar-grid-power-green-permits/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/energy-abundance-scarcity-utilities-pjm/754171/
https://www.msnbc.com/ali-velshi/watch/trump-s-self-defeating-war-on-cities-stands-to-hurt-us-all-244270149825
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/29/climate/epa-air-pollution-exemptions-emails.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20250803&instance_id=159825&nl=climate-forward&regi_id=60496994&segment_id=203183&user_id=bcf044466bae53a95fcca18adbfdd0ca
https://www.quittingcarbonmedia.com/this-solution-could-unlock-full-electrification-in-millions-of-homes/
https://drilled.media/podcasts/drilled/13/carbon-bros-1?content=transcription

