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When federal prosecutors charged a man last week with intentionally starting a brushfire
that was suppressed but smoldered and ultimately became the Palisades fire, arson became
the focus of attention all week. The city’s after-action report about the fire was totally
overshadowed by questions around the suspect. What was his motive? Is there strong
evidence?

It’s almost as if arson became the sole explanation for one of the state’s most destructive
fires. That would be a mistake. People are often the cause of wildfire ignitions, but that’s
just how they start.

Truth is, the Palisades fire’s nearly unprecedented intensity had less to do with how it
started, and more to do with the climate and weather conditions that fueled it. That’s
according to my UCLA colleague and climate scientist Alex Hall, who helped perform a
rapid analysis in January with UCLA’s Climate & Wildfire Research Initiative. It found that
L.A. fire fuels were 25% drier due to climate change when the Palisades and Eaton fires
began. Another UCLA study in August found that climate change was responsible for
extending California’s annual wildfire season by up to a month and a half.

“Most of Southern California’s largest wildfires occur during Santa Ana wind events, and
almost all of those are started by people, since there are virtually no natural ignition sources

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-08/palisades-fire-arrest
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsustainablela.ucla.edu%2F2025lawildfires&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7C903b42f5e34e43e59e8b08de077c9224%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638956428769211318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=51K%2B7%2F%2BesFFrXg%2Bwxw6yT%2FN2sIRrIMhkLeUeqHdMPEk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsustainablela.ucla.edu%2Fcwri&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7C903b42f5e34e43e59e8b08de077c9224%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638956428769258628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IMULno85mbbMkBvgp23Y9azERELY6F%2FRGBs066gFLME%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsroom.ucla.edu%2Freleases%2Fhuman-caused-climate-change-expanding-california-fire-seasons&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7C903b42f5e34e43e59e8b08de077c9224%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638956428769290712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O5XFGyHozuLA5h8%2FDWH9D%2Fgwv47SdnMOEOOkcvrlQZQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsroom.ucla.edu%2Freleases%2Fhuman-caused-climate-change-expanding-california-fire-seasons&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7C903b42f5e34e43e59e8b08de077c9224%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638956428769290712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O5XFGyHozuLA5h8%2FDWH9D%2Fgwv47SdnMOEOOkcvrlQZQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsroom.ucla.edu%2Freleases%2Fhuman-caused-climate-change-expanding-california-fire-seasons&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7C903b42f5e34e43e59e8b08de077c9224%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638956428769319426%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xp56X3DQKptU9YsGidcu1FAbtDcIJyEb%2BDE0%2B9xk9h4%3D&reserved=0
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during those periods,” Hall says. “What made the January 2025 fires so destructive wasn’t
the ignition alone, but the fact that vegetation had been dried far beyond normal by
unusually high summer temperatures, and likely further stressed by warm conditions during
the winds themselves.”

Very little of last week’s media coverage of the arrest mentioned the climate-fueled weather
conditions that fed the fire. That’s a mistake. It’s something I plan to analyze in greater
detail later this month.

One notable exception was Jim Rainey, who writes the LA Times’ Essential California
newsletter. He raised a more existential question: “Who bears responsibility for the fire,” he
wrote, “the alleged arsonist? The fire crews and their superiors who apparently didn’t do
enough to make sure the embers of Jan. 1 had been entirely defeated? How about the fossil
fuel producers and emitters (a.k.a. all of us) who have helped warm the planet and create
the preconditions for disaster?”

All of the above?

Another headline that got less attention last week had to do with “private corporate land
acquisition” complicating the rebuilding effort. Homes in Altadena that burned in the Eaton
Fire are being disproportionately bought up by corporate developers, according to a recent
analysis by Strategic Actions for a Just Economy. Of 241 properties sold through September,

https://link.latimes.com/view/652825bc24b2ea18e6af46e7oypby.ta5/0fc14ee0
https://www.saje.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Confronting-Disaster-Curbing-Corporate-Speculation-in-Post-Fire-Altadena.pdf
https://www.saje.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Confronting-Disaster-Curbing-Corporate-Speculation-in-Post-Fire-Altadena.pdf
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more than half went to corporate developers, Erin Stone reports at LAist. A similar post-
disaster land grab has been happening in Maui two years after the wildfire there, as Grist
reported this week.

Let us not forget that there was actually a bill in the California Legislature this session that
sought to prevent this kind of problem by encouraging the creation of rebuilding authorities.
That effort was scuttled. My Emmett Institute colleague Julia Stein helped lead a Blue-
Ribbon Commission on wildfire rebuilding that recommended a Resilient Rebuilding
Authority.

Stein is quoted in this deep dive about fire recovery policy by Alissa Walker that was just
published in the second issue of the Los Angeles Review of Architecture. “One important
thing a Resilient Rebuilding Authority could do is allow the state to buy out the properties of
people who either can’t rebuild or don’t want to do it themselves,” Walker writes. Maybe
next year.

Welcome to The Drain, a weekly roundup of
environmental and climate news. Our song of the week
is “Fire” by Waxahatchee, which is more about
rebuilding than about destruction. Here’s what else is
happening…
 

More from California 

Well, that’s it, folks. The unofficial “Energy Affordability” Legislative Session is officially
wrapped. Here’s some of what Gov. Newsom recently signed.

AB 1167, the California Ratepayer Protection Act aims to put an end to the use of ratepayer
funds for political lobbying and strengthen enforcement against investor-owned utilities that
illegally use ratepayer funds. My Emmett Institute colleague Denise Grab blogged about
how the bill saves ratepayers money.

SB 79 spurs denser housing development near major transit stops in big cities. It’s one of
the most ambitious bills of the session.

https://laist.com/news/climate-environment/corporations-buying-altadena-lots
https://grist.org/housing/two-years-after-a-wildfire-took-everything-maui-homeowners-are-facing-a-new-threat-foreclosure/
https://legal-planet.org/2025/09/29/one-easy-fix-to-prepare-for-the-next-big-disaster/
https://nyra.nyc/articles/angeles-ashes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEyYlyRr2_U
https://a23.asmdc.org/press-releases/20251011-governor-signs-berman-bill-lower-energy-bills-and-hold-ious-accountable
https://legal-planet.org/2025/10/08/signing-ab-1167-would-be-a-win-for-energy-affordability/
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB79/id/3059553
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/newsom-signs-historic-housing-bill-to-bring-density-to-transit-hubs/ar-AA1OeECk
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AB 531 will allow geothermal power plants to get certified through the California Energy
Commission’s streamlined opt-in process. Newsom signed it but not AB 527 aimed to
streamline geothermal certification by providing a CEQA exemption for some exploratory
wells, which Newsom rejected.

SB 614 directs the state fire marshal to develop CO2 pipeline safety rules at least as
stringent as those the Biden administration put forth that have stalled under Trump.

SB 655 sets maximum standards for safe indoor temperatures in residential housing — a
first-in-the-nation framework.

SB 495 requires insurers to pay at least 60% of a homeowner’s personal-property coverage
after a wildfire — up to $350,000 — without requiring a detailed inventory of every lost
item. The OG bill would have required 100%.

More than half of America’s sandy beaches will be lost by 2100 due to climate-driven sea
level rise, Surfrider’s annual State of the Beach report says. In states like California, the
figure is as high as 70%.

Who is watching California’s oil refiners, like when they explode? State, regional and local
agencies are all investigating in a silo, reports Alejandro Lazo at CalMatters. “A fire in El
Segundo has to happen for us to … wake up?” state Sen. Lena Gonzalez said. Her bill to
create a statewide standard for refinery air-quality monitoring was vetoed by Newsom last
year.

If the Clinton-era “roadless rule” is repealed, as Trump officials want, some of Southern
California’s last wild forests could be opened to development. Wyatt Myskow at Inside
Climate News explains why conservation groups fear wildfires will increase in the once-
protected areas.

And billionaire, hedge fund founder and clean energy hawk Tom Steyer is giving off signs
that he may be considering a run for governor. Meanwhile, former LA Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa has raked in over $100,000 from fossil fuel companies, including Chevron,
which also donated $39,000 to former U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier
Becerra, Politico reports.

Energy

Energy Secretary Chris Wright is announcing the Trump administration’s fusion road map

https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.-P_kjUrZtu2zsRYBgF_pW0fijvyxgHZAw0UwNqqUuJ-hQ2P4tTHgzqqL5Il5X1zixPDDWGmB3BEXyFMaxYbKuinnCIY9R4DH1ClDEllhB7SQZdL4UtW1BinQIBBgE4B6/4kk/y_sW2HHYRd6B9k-9C75DWA/h2/h001.C_glAQq0WveTHXTrDA50e8xaJMjg1ShYFLSnDoBB3IA
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.-P_kjUrZtu2zsRYBgF_pW0fijvyxgHZAw0UwNqqUuJ-hQ2P4tTHgzqqL5Il5X1ziqFoE0K1naRcFVbSjWg9RLyyMglBTyjvjlTVV1IhE5U_22LzUYODBCrgWyE37MKHY/4kk/y_sW2HHYRd6B9k-9C75DWA/h4/h001.n5iGpxtpcnjwWITt45xSeYiBG8b4WSIOIcR72XF5uF0
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.-P_kjUrZtu2zsRYBgF_pW0fijvyxgHZAw0UwNqqUuJ-hQ2P4tTHgzqqL5Il5X1zixPDDWGmB3BEXyFMaxYbKuinnCIY9R4DH1ClDEllhB7TzW41yCYA9-hPPn5kaZp-j/4km/RrgAdGqTTNqIHOOXCkKGNg/h7/h001.TI65j574AeORytGJN_V4_mBVAPDJkxc8knEXotGXG_8
https://buildingdecarb.org/california-establishes-policy-for-safe-indoor-temperatures?utm_campaign=heatmap_am&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--9Voqe9R6msVGhljgNRuokqi3g6nvAUlkqzXNRTh748LgkHZ2Cuysa0OQ-fok871SOH2vgxOHgEOEoEoChAbJ3ZWbONA&_hsmi=384874287&utm_content=384874287&utm_source=hs_email
https://sd24.senate.ca.gov/news/press-release/insurance-commissioner-ricardo-lara-and-senator-ben-allen-limit-list-important
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/12/realestate/california-doubles-wildfire-payouts.html
https://surfrider.org/hubfs/SOTB-Report-2025.pdf
https://calmatters.org/environment/2025/10/refinery-explosion-federal-state-oversight/
https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/legislators/lena-gonzalez-165452
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/SB-674-Veto-Message.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/SB-674-Veto-Message.pdf
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/03102025/roadless-rule-reversal-cleveland-national-forest-logging/
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr3_CiPWnxnTe7CtDqtIhYKWA6Tc3uW7Mjte6oGZP9KY0nY8Sq9HGJHkqNiiBjSLHVB_qvhZrsTUjjVZNQ1Tmg2M9UfEu0Qfrecyx_5iW7k7_5d31tyPqzN3oqXivSZlbMlQLd8U6q38QiJFj27GQXiz6gBRc95S1neH8csO084XzbmAgpcj2dyrshLt7kbsDHwwvKIjQyhFBo4mnRXNJ2EKtLbtK2IuLfj7t32PCKIO_vWom3aXIMmz__z-TEBjTSAih-9OT95kLep5pYrm239yEZatDCryrB2nq8UWEGq1zJw/4km/nWlYlnluRLuyxP-bLjNh2Q/h1/h001.CxA3OdhXtMNMbxTJ6Aearo9REYDsnJbbKGGjWh45ZVU
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at an AI and fusion industry gathering today, according to Axios.

Good offshore wind news: Dominion Energy’s 2.6 GW project off Virginia’s coast is going to
come online perhaps sooner than expected. “The utility has a new, more definitive target to
plug into the grid: March 2026,” reports Clare Fieseler at Canary Media.

Under new rules from the Maryland Public Service Commission, fossil gas customers will no
longer be on the hook to cover the cost of utility’s system expansion. “New customers can
still choose to connect to the gas system, but will be responsible for the cost of doing so,”
writes Emily Scarr at Maryland Matters.

In Boston, the local Housing Authority announced a pilot project putting small, window-unit
heat pumps made by San Francisco-based startup Gradient in a large, aging apartment
building. “That replaces the complex’s inefficient electric-resistance heating and doesn’t
require the expensive and disruptive renovations that accompany the installation of a
centralized heat pump system,” Todd Woody writes at Bloomberg.

But the Trump administration doesn’t get it.

“We’re like this little tiger team, concierge, white glove service,” for fossil fuel companies, a
senior Trump advisor says, describing how they help oil and gas advance their projects,
according to a WaPo story by Jake Spring.

The Department of Energy plans to revoke big federal awards to two major Direct Air
Capture Hubs in Louisiana and Texas, Heatmap’s Emily Pontecorvo reports.

And big cancellation news: the Bureau of Land Management is canning the largest solar
project in Nevada amid the Trump administration’s federal permitting freeze, Jael
Holzman reports. Last week, “BLM quietly updated its website for Esmeralda 7 permitting
to explicitly say the project’s status is ‘cancelled.’”

Climate Politics

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/offshore-wind/dominion-virginia-offshore-wind-online-2026?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9tvegzios19bGp2qSKn_95NDW0SfRL9Ho1BpIUwbZ7CzMLVkh8Z_C29oteZgFoJFWlr-qe5almUi7PtIPJ6HvJDWp85g&_hsmi=384432877&utm_source=newsletter
https://marylandmatters.org/2025/09/27/a-win-for-maryland-gas-utility-customers/
https://www.gradientcomfort.com/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-08/boston-public-housing-upgrades-units-with-window-heat-pumps?accessToken=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJzb3VyY2UiOiJTdWJzY3JpYmVyR2lmdGVkQXJ0aWNsZSIsImlhdCI6MTc1OTkzODI4MywiZXhwIjoxNzYwNTQzMDgzLCJhcnRpY2xlSWQiOiJUM1RER0NHUEwzWFIwMCIsImJjb25uZWN0SWQiOiIyMjc1RTYyODc5NjY0NjIyOUExMkRCMjU1OEYzNjQ2QiJ9.LZ4jUPQBdq_SErXzgnHLUkCuMoPf9BzE3ltof-8siAM&leadSource=uverify%20wall
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2025/10/07/white-house-fossil-fuel-concierge/
https://heatmap.news/politics/doe-dac-hubs
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2020804/510
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Reacting to the Esmerelda 7 story above, Utah’s Republican Gov. Spencer Cox opined on X
that “this is how we lose the AI/energy arms race with China.” Not all Republicans are ready
to snuff out solar plus storage.

It’s tempting to over-emphasize the importance of the Virginia governor’s race as a
bellwether on national messaging ahead of mid-terms. I grew up in Arlington, VA… But the
race will tell us something about the Democrats’ messaging on energy costs. Abigail
Spanberger, the Dem, has settled on an all of the above energy message with an emphasis
on renewables (wind, solar, storage) and on making data centers “pay their fair share.”
Energy costs came up during their debate last week.

In Georgia, Republicans are “tossing out red-meat culture war issues to voters as they
defend a pair of seats on the Public Service Commission,” the body that regulates Georgia
Power and other utilities, to avoid an upset, reports the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. David
Roberts at Volts has a podcast with one of the candidates in what he calls the most
important political race of 2025.

In Illinois, Democrats and clean energy groups are trying to pass a wide-reaching energy
affordability bill this month to insulate consumers from rising costs in part by requiring six
gigawatts of grid-scale battery storage over the next decade, E&E reports.

In New Jersey, rising electricity rates are playing a big role in the governor’s race.

https://x.com/SpencerJCox/status/1976699894594519281
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/03082025/virginia-democratic-gubernatorial-candidate-abigail-spanberger/
https://wjla.com/news/elections/gubernatorial-virginia-debate-winsome-earle-sears-abigail-spanberger-democrats-republicans-race-campaign-norfolk-state-hampton-roads-live-updates-october-voters-issues-education-politics-governor-polls-ckncern
https://www.ajc.com/politics/2025/10/georgia-republicans-are-on-edge-as-democrats-target-2-psc-seats/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/2025/10/georgia-republicans-are-on-edge-as-democrats-target-2-psc-seats/
https://www.volts.wtf/p/pay-attention-to-the-most-important
https://www.volts.wtf/p/pay-attention-to-the-most-important
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjqyxyciab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ElKgxjmrSyTcGdjsEzImkkUVIZymZtXZ0g-s8eZEkQzXuTo-QbN8qJEQoti4trraKQ8C_jKVvfUk1ZGXR-jkyvWadTknc-wy4gr9dyWDilfVjkzLQLE9G6qGXHJshBbRcz3gyUuUoIWhJTKAxnPcUE7M4xCZWwVqn0JBqrkFZX-OG005p2TUGkGVIoNfhFY9wVYNGE9baPdEpg8bvYiX7ZnsDEIaYzz3mmmmNgI1xxB4zX2z40GS01H0-Ga3LGw8LTFLFI96Ac0%3D%26c%3DoVI0vDhc0M1vOoa4lMQ4DLqYc_loooKBFdr1k8PIEb5QHjIFXKr8OA%3D%3D%26ch%3DYWoKeJt-G9KlbW1QL3PZHxjWJs6N4JY9eGRaiaLH4YLmZw4nwuwzLg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7C60885f3c6d784c0840f208de084dab66%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638957326882162351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G%2F0b%2BI2Y%2BV%2FKNcRHFY%2BoFYx0Rcd16CqZ8JPq8GuG%2B50%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/09/business/new-jersey-electricity-prices-governor-election.html
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“You do not have to care about climate change to believe that clean energy is an important
and strategic resource,” writes the New York Times editorial board, in an editorial that
summarizes some of the contemporary, “all of the above” affordability messages kicking
around. “Trump is going after clean energy, and Americans will face higher bills as a
result.”

This lengthy analysis from Ted Fertik at BlueGreen Alliance details how a new climate
common sense was built in the Biden years, and what’s happened to it since. The piece asks
a series of questions to help frame the next winning climate message. In a time of scarcity
politics, “minimizing cleavages within the coalition that forged the [new climate common
sense] and broadening the base of political support for climate action is imperative.”

“The climate-jobs-justice vision was years in the making.” Ben Beachy was a guest on the
PIIE podcast “Policy for the Planet” hosted by Monica Baumgarten de Bolle to talk about
the lessons learned from the IRA and to explore potential paths forward for climate policy.

Here are the results that UN climate negotiators hope for at COP30 in the Brazilian city of
Belém next month, according to Bloomberg Green. “This summit most closely resembles
COP26 in Glasgow, UK — the last time countries were required to submit climate pledges.”

Courts and Litigation

The Maryland Supreme Court heard arguments last week on whether or not cities can sue
oil companies over their role in climate change. The New York Times reports that the judges
pressed plaintiffs on what the possible solutions would be.

Why does the Trump DOJ want a federal judge to stop Michigan from suing the oil industry
over climate change before the state even actually goes to court? Deferring review of the
government’s case “would inflict hardship on the United States,” the Department of Justice
said in a brief filed Monday in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Michigan,
Lesley Clark writes at E&E News.

Here’s a thorough tick-tock story about Lighthiser v. Trump. Elizabeth Rusch goes through
what happened in the courtroom in Missoula, Montana where youth plaintiffs brought their
latest case against the U.S. government, this time to stop three energy-related executive
orders.

In Europe, a court has backed The Hague’s ban on fossil fuel ads, setting a precedent that
could ripple far beyond the Netherlands. “Adopted by the city council in September 2024

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/09/opinion/trump-energy-bills-prices.html
https://www.phenomenalworld.org/analysis/the-anti-climate-common-sense/
https://www.piie.com/experts/podcasts/policy-planet/2025/can-climate-efforts-create-jobs-episode-20
https://www.livemint.com/science/news/six-ways-the-cop30-climate-summit-can-succeed-or-fail-11759738884797.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/06/climate/maryland-climate-lawsuit.html
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/eenews/f/eenews/?id=00000199-a0e6-d29c-a599-e3e70cbe0000
https://www.eenews.net/articles/trump-admin-advances-bid-to-block-michigan-climate-lawsuit/
https://www.climatecasechart.com/documents/lighthiser-v-trump-brief_e3c7
https://grist.org/justice/youth-plaintiffs-test-out-a-new-legal-strategy-to-counter-trumps-support-for-fossil-fuels/
https://www.courthousenews.com/in-the-hague-ban-on-big-oil-ads-survives-legal-challenge/
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with an effective date in January, The Hague’s ordinance was the first of its kind anywhere
in the world,” Courthouse News reports.

The War on Science 

Attribution science and the scientists behind that growing field are under attack. The
advocacy arm of the Independent Petroleum Association of America is amplifying attacks by
the American Enterprise Institute’s Roger Pielke Jr. against the appointment of Friederike
Otto as a coordinating lead author for the seventh assessment report of the influential
IPCC, Lesly Clark, Sara Schonhardt, and Chelsea Harvey report at E&E News. You
might recall Energy Secretary Chris Wright claiming that attribution science is not science.
What are they so afraid of? “The findings have also been included in lawsuits that seek to
hold fossil fuel producers liable for the costs of dealing with climate change,” E&E reports.

Meanwhile, Sierra Club lawyers say they reached an agreement with the Department of
Energy for the agency to provide “emails between agency officials and fossil fuel industry
representatives, along with agency official calendars, in response to the environmental
organization’s Freedom of Information Act request.”

EPA’s effort to end the Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program has some oil and gas interests
upset. “The industry didn’t want to kill it — and didn’t ask to kill it,” Kathryn Clay reports
for Washington Post. “Oil and gas industry groups are already discussing how to respond to
the coming data gap — and that will probably mean creating one or more voluntary
programs.”

The New York Times launched a new series called “Lost Science,” in which various
journalists interview US scientists who can no longer discover something new about our
world, thanks to the Trump administration’s cuts this year. “This government upheaval is
discouraging to all scientists who give their time and lend their brilliance to solve the
problems beleaguering humankind instead of turning to some other activity that makes a
more steady living,” Gina Poe, a UCLA neuroscientist said.

The Trump administration has laid off more than 4,000 federal agency employees during the
government shutdown. EPA is among those agencies. “Employees in the EPA’s Resource
Conservation and Sustainability Division received an email indicating that the agency would
be undertaking a reduction in force,” according to the Hill.

There was a Friday night massacre at the CDC where RFK Jr. laid off more than 1,000
employees who keep us safe. Dan Farber reacts.

https://www.eenews.net/articles/climate-critics-try-to-discredit-ipcc-author-for-linking-disasters-to-global-warming/
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2025/10/sierra-club-releases-first-trove-emails-trump-s-department-energy
https://wpintelligence.washingtonpost.com/topics/energy-climate/2025/10/06/surviving-impending-climate-data-gap/?pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWIiOiJrYWR5bWpAd2FzaHBvc3QuY29tIiwicmVhc29uIjoiZ2lmdCIsIm5iZiI6MTc1OTg0NDc3MywiaXNzIjoidGVzdC1zZXJ2aWNlIiwiZXhwIjoxNzYxMTA5MTk5LCJpYXQiOjE3NTk4NDQ3NzMsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3BpbnRlbGxpZ2VuY2Uud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3RvcGljcy9lbmVyZ3ktY2xpbWF0ZS8yMDI1LzEwLzA2L3N1cnZpdmluZy1pbXBlbmRpbmctY2xpbWF0ZS1kYXRhLWdhcC8ifQ.ixBE3ANFXJ0OX3RJhEpt_mjgdPxeHutqokbPa-DZCAc
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/08/science/ecology-forests-pollinators.html?unlocked_article_code=1.r08.uAIn.OfGTJJC8nTNM
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/bloomberglawnews/exp/eyJpZCI6IjAwMDAwMTk5LWNmYWQtZDBkNC1hYmI5LWZmYmZhNzM1MDAwMSIsImN0eHQiOiJORVZFIiwidXVpZCI6IllvbzZycVVXcTlMcmlSZmtMTDVsTmc9PVBTMDM5SHVwZzYyWFljblNHQTJmWWc9PSIsInRpbWUiOiIxNzYwNDQwNDQxMzQ4Iiwic2lnIjoibXlRNTJ3QjQ2eW9XU3RCTU5ZQ29ZVHkxNWpBPSIsInYiOiIxIn0=?source=newsletter&item=read-text&region=digest&channel=environment-and-energy
https://www.epa.gov/rcra/fiscal-year-2024-accomplishments-resource-conservation-and-sustainability-division
https://www.epa.gov/rcra/fiscal-year-2024-accomplishments-resource-conservation-and-sustainability-division
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/5550192-epa-layoffs-government-shutdown/
https://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/news/cdc-rfk-jr-shutdown-layoffs-goal-rcna237035
https://legal-planet.org/2025/10/13/the-war-on-public-health-continues/
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The Nobel judges awarded no fewer than five University of California researchers for
science breakthroughs that could “help produce more drinking water, absorb Earth-
warming carbon, and improve cancer treatment via therapeutics connected to the wonder of
so-called T-cells,” as the LAT notes. No Nobel for Trump.

Media News

Americans’ confidence in traditional media (newspapers, radio, TV) has hit a new low, with
28% expressing a “great deal” or “fair amount” of trust in them to report the news fully,
accurately and fairly. The annual Gallup survey shows it down from 31% last year and 40%
five years ago. For Republicans it’s just 8%.

InfoAmazonia is a new Brazil-based journalistic outlet and nonprofit collaboration that
combines data, maps, and geolocated reports to tell stories about the largest continuous
tropical forest on the planet.

Nonprofit news outlets are seeing revenue growth — especially those covering local news,
according to the 2025 Institute of Nonprofit News Index.

https://link.latimes.com/view/652825bc24b2ea18e6af46e7ozbyz.1bsr/e04d36dc
https://news.gallup.com/poll/695762/trust-media-new-low.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/651977/americans-trust-media-remains-trend-low.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/321116/americans-remain-distrustful-mass-media.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/321116/americans-remain-distrustful-mass-media.aspx
https://infoamazonia.org/
https://inn.org/research/inn-index/2025-index/
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New podcast alert: The Center for Biological Diversity has launched the Sounds Wild
podcast, focusing on endangered wildlife, the extinction crisis, and saving life on Earth.

Other Things Worth Your Time

The upcoming release of several dozen new or redesigned EV models could help fuel a
comeback, despite the loss of federal tax incentives, Dan Gearino writes.

California should lead a soft secession, advocates Mother Jones. Soft succession “powered
by the presidential ambitions of multiple blue-state governors, could, should it come to that,
be the proving ground of a new confederacy.”

“Do you want a player to die on court?” That question kicks off a WSJ story about extreme
conditions in tennis, from Cincinnati to the Middle East. “They have taken extra urgency
among players who are actively lobbying for more control over their grueling schedule and
working environment.”

A group of 160 scientists from dozens of countries announced that the planet has “already
reached its first major tipping point: the widespread death of warm-water coral reefs” due
to rising marine temperatures, Matt Simon reports at Grist.

Join Science Fight Club, a new fundraising effort of Stand Up for Science.

Suggest a topic for Emily Atkin to investigate for the Heated newsletter. “What should we

https://open.spotify.com/episode/3MkcS9lXyPntJz48H7yJ5m?si=m_PUoR80RMC_rvzpf8E4cg&nd=1&dlsi=d0a218c6b0c14c39
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/09102025/inside-clean-energy-us-ev-industry-future/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/10/its-time-for-soft-secession/
https://www.wsj.com/sports/tennis/heat-china-shanghai-wuhan-djokovic-sinner-52b22308?st=Dk9x9G&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
https://grist.org/oceans/coral-reefs-climate-tipping-point/
https://www.standupforscience.net/join-science-fight-club
https://heated.world/p/what-should-we-expose-next


Arson Alone Does Not Explain the Palisades Fire | 11

expose next?”

Find one of several climate events at LA Tech Week, Oct 13-19. This Heat & Haze panel
looks promising.

Join a climate contingent at the upcoming No Kings protests on Oct. 18. Here’s a contact
list.

https://www.tech-week.com/calendar/la
https://partiful.com/e/E6nb04RbGnRZhyINSEv7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d5oAo2BWSslLhx3wwb-1ld7hZV5J6Iom5igYdvb_0Kg/edit?link_id=1&can_id=593caf8aca9c482f8d4ec0ada492e0d2&source=email-meet-climate-activists-at-no-kings-actions-across-california&email_referrer=email_2926875&email_subject=meet-climate-activists-at-no-kings-actions-across-california&tab=t.0#heading=h.5wz7hbfn985s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d5oAo2BWSslLhx3wwb-1ld7hZV5J6Iom5igYdvb_0Kg/edit?link_id=1&can_id=593caf8aca9c482f8d4ec0ada492e0d2&source=email-meet-climate-activists-at-no-kings-actions-across-california&email_referrer=email_2926875&email_subject=meet-climate-activists-at-no-kings-actions-across-california&tab=t.0#heading=h.5wz7hbfn985s

