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Participating
Nations Vote to
Join IRENA

Prometheus and Nature News report that on January 26th, 75 nations signed an agreement
calling for the creation of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). Its mission
is to become “the main driving force in promoting a rapid transition towards the
widespread and sustainable use of renewable energy on a global scale. Acting as the global
voice for renewable energies, IRENA will provide practical advice and support for both
industrialized and developing countries, help them improve their regulatory frameworks and
build capacity. The agency will facilitate access to all relevant information including reliable
data on the potential of renewable energy, best practices, effective financial mechanisms
and state-of-the-art technological expertise.”

Conspicuously absent from the list of signing nations are the United States, the United
Kingdom, China, India and Brazil. There is some hope that the new U.S. administration will
reconsider participation in this new international effort.
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