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Australian Bush Fire

Realclimate.org has an interesting post about the Australian wildfires:

Although formal attribution studies quantifying the influence of climate change on the
increased likelihood of extreme fire danger in south-east Australia have not yet been
undertaken, it is very likely that there has been such an influence. Long-term increases
in maximum temperature have been attributed to anthropogenic climate change. In
addition, reduced rainfall and low relative humidity are expected in southern Australia
due to anthropogenic climate change. The FFDI for a number of sites in Victoria on 7
February reached unprecedented levels, ranging from 120 to 190, much higher than the
fire weather conditions on Black Friday or Ash Wednesday, and well above the
“catastrophic” fire danger rating.

If there is such a link, those of us in the American West also may have something to worry
about.
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