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Rachel Carson

Rachel Carson was born on May 25, 1907, just over a century ago.  She once expressed her
philosophy as follows:

“We still talk in terms of conquest. We still haven’t become mature enough to think of
ourselves as only a tiny part of a vast and incredible universe. Man’s attitude toward nature
is today critically important simply because we have now acquired a fateful power to alter
and destroy nature.

“But man is a part of nature, and his war against nature is inevitably a war against himself.
The rains have become an instrument to bring down from the atmosphere the deadly
products of atomic explosions. Water, which is probably our most important natural
resource, is now used and re-used with incredible recklessness.

“Now, I truly believe, that we in this generation, must come to terms with nature, and I
think we’re challenged as mankind has never been challenged before to prove our maturity
and our mastery, not of nature, but of ourselves.”

Amen to that.
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