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In watching the insanity of the debate over health care reform in the past couple of
weeks | can’t help but wonder what the debate over climate change legislation will
bring. Lest you think the right wing opponents of health care reform can’t be beat
in their intensity and rhetorical outrage, consider the following two pieces of
information. First, Talkingpointsmemo.com revealed today the existence of a
memo from the American Petroleum Institute urging member oil companies to
recruit their employees to oppose H.R. 2454, the Waxman-Markey climate bill. The
memo says that oil company employees can “put a human face on the impacts of
unsound energy policy.” And API has apparently acknowledged that its opposition
campaign includes funding from the same conservative groups leading the anti-
health-care-reform crusade.

Second, we can already antcipate the kind of rhetoric that will be used in
opposition. Climate Change Insights catalogues quotes from Republican
congressmen and party leaders about opposition to climate change. Here are some
highlights:

Rep. John Shimkus (R-IL) says “The earth will end only when God declares it’s time
to be over. Man will not destroy this earth, this earth will not be destroyed by a
flood.”

Rep. John Boehner (R. OH) says that “the idea that carbon dioxide is a carcinogen
that is harmful to our environment is almost comical.”

And, adds Republican National Committee Michael Steele, “We're cooling. We're
not warming.”

Put the APl memo and opposition funding togehter with these statements and one
can only begin to imagine what the placards will look like at town halls focused on
Waxman-Markey.


http://tpmmuckraker.talkingpointsmemo.com/2009/08/sensitive_oil_industry_memo_lays_out_plan_for_astr.php?ref=fpa
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