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The California Legislature has several environmental and land use bills in front of it right
now.  Under state law, the legislature must act by August 31 in order to send any of these
bills to the Governor for signature.  Here’s a quick summary of the pending legislation, with
some links for further info.  (Current information on the status of any California bill,
including amendments, is available here.)

In no particular order:

AB 1011 would provide tax credits for insurers that invest in certain types of “green”
technology, including energy efficiency projects.

SB 722 would expand our state Renewable Portfolio Standard dramatically.

AB 1581 and SB 1456 would amend the California Environmental Quality Act.  AB 1581
would exempt certain big-box retail store alterations from the law’s requirements, while SB
1456 would create a mediation requirement and would add a rather strange provision that
allows parties to seek sanctions for frivolous CEQA claims (something they are already
allowed to do, and the bill doesn’t appear to change the law substantively).

AB 1998 would ban plastic bags from many California stores, and would limit the content of
paper bags based on recycled content.  (There is a breaking story involving campaign
contributions from the bill’s opponents in the chemical industry.)

SB 797, which would ban Bisphenol-A in products for children, appears to be in bad shape.

AB 2514, sponsored by Attorney General Jerry Brown, would increase energy storage by
utilities.

AB 2503 would establish the framework for a “rigs to reefs” program, potentially allowing
oil and gas platforms to be decommissioned without completely removing the platform
structures.

And AB 1552, just withdrawn, would have let up on new rules that limit the way power
plants can use ocean water for cooling.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/
http://insurancenewsnet.com/article.aspx?id=220840&type=newswires
http://www.senatorsimitian.com/entry/sb_0722_33_renewable_energy_by_2020/
http://totalcapitol.com/?bill_id=200920100AB1581
http://www.senatorsimitian.com/entry/sb_1456_ceqa_mitigation_measures/
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/08/26/2983643/plastic-bag-backers-donate-to.html#mi_rss=State%20Politics
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/08/26/2983643/plastic-bag-backers-donate-to.html#mi_rss=State%20Politics
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/nov05election/detail?entry_id=70906#ixzz0xlJMwjVE
http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/vc-cmeas-gunderson-on-utility-scale-storage/
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2010/07/am-alert-072310.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/08/dwp-in-talks-with-state-water-board-withdraws-legislation-that-would-delay-environmental-improvement.html

