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The NY Times has three op-eds this morning dealing with climate change:

1. An_op. ed. by Bruce Usher argues for a clean energy strategy: “The United States still
has a very long way to go to curtail emissions, but the states are heading in the right
direction, and national energy policy must build on their efforts. Congress should
extend federal financing, tax credits and loan guarantees for renewable energy
projects and for upgrading transmiss ion lines. It should also develop clear
environmental standards for extracting natural gas from shale. The American desire
for energy security and for new jobs creates an opportunity to pass an energy bill in
the next Congressional session.”

2. Another op. ed. by Veerabhadran Ramanathan and David Victor argues for beginning
with the non-CO2 greenhouse gases: “Other potent warming agents include three
short-lived gases — methane, some hydrofluorocarbons and lower atmospheric ozone
— and dark soot particles. The warming effect of these pollutants, which stay in the
atmosphere for several days to about a decade, is already about 80 percent of the
amount that carbon dioxide causes. The world could easily and quickly reduce these
pollutants; the technology and regulatory systems needed to do so are already in
place.”

3. Jack Hedin, a Minnesota farmer, writes about the impacts that changing climate has
had on his farm. He reports that: “The weather in our area has become demonstrably
more hostile to agriculture, and all signs are that this trend will continue. Minnesota’s
state climatologist, Jim Zandlo, has concluded that no fewer than three “thousand-year
rains” have occurred in the past seven years in our part of the state.” He worries
about the future: “Climate change, I believe, may eventually pose an existential threat
to my way of life. A family farm like ours may simply not be able to adjust quickly
enough to such unendingly volatile weather.”
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