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Gifford Pinchot (the final “t” is silent) was born on August 11, 1865.  He was
responsible for founding the Yale School of Forestry, which remains a major
center for environmental research and teaching today.  Like Chief Justice John
Marshall, he is also considered the founding father of an institution even though
he wasn’t the institution’s first leader — in Pinchot’s case, the institution was the
Forest Service.

He remains a controversial figure for environmentalists because of his conflict
with preservationists like John Muir. However, just about any one would agree
that Pinchot’s approach was a big improvement over the frantic forest
destruction that preceded him.

A bit of trivia: Pinchot was a member of Skull and Bones while he was a student
at Yale. It would probably be unfair to attribute his shortcomings to that
experience.
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