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Just a quick post to point out my UCLA colleague Matt Kahn’s piece, in the Christian
Science Monitor, defending California’s AB 32 climate regulations from a recent Wall
Street Journal editorial (sub. req’d.) that maligns the state’s approach.

Apparently the WSJ relies on a long-debunked estimate of the costs to households
from California’s program, an estimate that (among other flaws) adds together all
costs of AB 32 but excludes the value of all energy savings. (See here for Matt’s LA
Times editorial skewering this flawed study.) More fundamentally, the WSJ team
undervalues the role of first movers, or “green guinea pigs,” in helping figure out
what works and what doesn’t in the complex world of climate policy. See Matt’s

piece for a nice shoring-up of the idea that we’re not crazy for wanting to play that
role.


http://www.csmonitor.com/Business/Green-Economics/2011/1102/Don-t-make-fun-of-California-s-carbon-reduction-efforts
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203687504576654833439619372.html?KEYWORDS=california+climate+opinion
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/mar/24/opinion/la-oe-sweeney24-2010mar24

