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Mystery! Suspense! Building
Permits!

Aravind Adiga is one of the most brilliant forces in world literature today.  His
previous novel, The White Tiger, won the Man Booker Prize a few years back.  Now
he is out with a new novel, Last Man in Tower, a work which its publisher promises
is “Searing. Explosive. Lyrical. Compassionate.”  And what produces this
searing, explosive, lyrical and compassionate work of literature?  A land use
dispute!

Here is the astonishing new novel by the Man Booker Prize–winning author
of The White Tiger, a book that took rage and anger at injustice and
turned it into a thrilling murder story. Now, with the same fearlessness
and insight, Aravind Adiga broadens his canvas to give us a riveting story
of money and power, luxury and deprivation, set in the booming city of
Mumbai.
 
At the heart of this novel are two equally compelling men, poised for a
showdown. Real estate developer Dharmen Shah rose from nothing to
create an empire and hopes to seal his legacy with a building named the
Shanghai, which promises to be one of the city’s most elite addresses.
Larger-than-life Shah is a dangerous man to refuse. But he meets his
match in a retired schoolteacher called Masterji. Shah offers Masterji and
his neighbors—the residents of Vishram Society’s Tower A, a once
respectable, now crumbling apartment building on whose site Shah’s
luxury high-rise would be built—a generous buyout. They can’t believe
their good fortune. Except, that is, for Masterji, who refuses to abandon
the building he has long called home. As the demolition deadline looms,
desires mount; neighbors become enemies, and acquaintances turn into
conspirators who risk losing their humanity to score their payday.

I loved The White Tiger, and look forward to reading Adiga’s new book as well.  Kelo
v. New London comes to Bombay!  If nothing else it makes clear what the most
cutting-edge legal discipline is: land use!  Some of us knew this quite a while
back… 
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