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The Legal Planet blog tends to focus on serious subjects. I salute this but I always
try to cross the line.  A few years ago, Matt Kotchen and I wrote a good paper
documenting that the deep recession had chilled interest in combating climate
change. Our empirical study used Google search trends by state/year/month. We
documented that searches for the words “global warming” declined the most in
states where the unemployment rate had increased the most while searches for the
word “unemployment” increased the most in these same states.  Rush Limbaugh
read our paper and proceeded to give us a thrashing on his nation wide radio show.
You can read his funny transcript here and our unfunny paper here.

http://www.rushlimbaugh.com/daily/2010/08/04/classic_rush_see_i_told_you_so_there_was_no_bp_oil_spill_crisis
http://ideas.repec.org/a/wsi/ccexxx/v02y2011i03p257-273.html

