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The Trump Administration in August finalized some significant revisions to the
regulations implementing the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA).  Those
revisions got a fair amount of press coverage, much of it fairly negative, even
apocalyptic in tone.  See this NY Times editorial “The Species Act, Endangered”. 
I’ve (belatedly) tried to do a thorough review of the regulations with my own
thoughts on their import.  I’ll post those thoughts in three separate blog posts over
the next few days, since the revisions are so substantial and cover a wide range of
issues.  In particular, there are three separate packages of revisions to the ESA
regulations: (a) to the rules for listing species and designating critical habitat; (b) to
the rules governing Section 9 take of members of threatened species; and (c), to
the rules governing Section 7 consultation.  I’ll take each in turn with a blog post for
each.  I’ll also finish with a wrap-up overview blog post as well.  The final regulations
are available at these websites (there are three sets of them, one for revisions to
Section 4 listing and critical habitat designation, one for Section 7 consultation, and
one for Section 9 take).

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/17/opinion/endangered-species-act-trump.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/27/2019-17518/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-listing-species-and-designating
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/27/2019-17518/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-listing-species-and-designating
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/27/2019-17517/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-interagency-cooperation
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/27/2019-17519/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-prohibitions-to-threatened-wildlife

