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This month, the Emmett Institute is thrilled to welcome two of our core faculty
members, William Boyd and Alex Wang, to new roles at the Institute. Both will serve

as faculty co-directors alongside our faculty director Ted Parson. In their new roles,
Prof. Wang and Prof. Boyd will help lead the Emmett Institute’s ambitious research,
teaching, and public service agenda.

UCLA Professor of Law William Boyd

William Boyd is Professor of Law and Michael J. Klein Chair in Law at UCLA Law, with
a joint appointment as Professor at the UCLA Institute of the Environment and
Sustainability; Alex Wang is Professor of Law at UCLA Law. Both are leading scholars
in their fields, exceptional classroom educators, and leaders of public interest
initiatives that are shaping climate change and environmental law and policy in
California, the U.S., and jurisdictions around the world. They will be working
alongside our faculty director (formerly faculty co-director) Ted Parson—an
accomplished scholar of environmental governance—as well as me and my
colleague Cara Horowitz, shaping the strategic direction of the Emmett Institute.



https://law.ucla.edu/academics/centers/emmett-institute-climate-change-environment
https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/william-boyd
https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/william-boyd
https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/alex-wang
https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/edward-a-parson
https://www.ioes.ucla.edu/
https://www.ioes.ucla.edu/
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Here are a few highlights of how our new faculty co-directors have contributed to
the Emmett Institute’s mission to train the next generation of leaders and develop
solutions to urgent environmental and environmental-justice challenges:

Prof. Boyd is recognized as one of the country’s leading energy and environmental
law scholars and has written pathbreaking articles on public utilities, risk regulation,
forestry, and the role of science and technology in environmental law. Boyd teaches
courses and seminars on energy and climate change law, and developed a new
course in renewable energy project finance, offered for the first time this spring and
taught by Ed Zaelke, a UCLA Law alumnus and pioneer in the clean energy field.
Boyd also leads the Ph.D. program at UCLA IoES, guiding the work of future
environmental scholars in a range of disciplines. His new paper in Columbia Journal
of Environmental Law considers how the debate over regulatory tools for solving
environmental problems has hindered adequate responses to complex, multifaceted
challenges such as climate change. William serves as project lead for

the Governors’ Climate and Forests Task Force, a unigue subnational collaboration
of 38 states and provinces that is working to develop regulatory frameworks to
reduce emissions from deforestation and land use.

Prof. Wang is a leading expert on environmental governance and the law and
politics of China. Wang teaches several courses on China, international law, and
comparative environmental law, and he introduced a new seminar on China and



https://legal-planet.org/2017/06/26/professor-william-boyd-joins-ucla-faculty/
https://curriculum.law.ucla.edu/guide/Instructor/1554
https://curriculum.law.ucla.edu/Guide/InstructorCourse/12496?i=8900
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3852389
https://www.gcftf.org/
https://curriculum.law.ucla.edu/guide/Instructor/281
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Environmental Law for 1Ls last year. His applied research is focused on solutions to
environmental problems in China. Last year, Alex led a team of researchers in
developing a policy report focused on lessons from California’s climate and air
pollution policies. The research was presented in a webinar with 120 participants
including Beijing and California officials and Chinese environmental experts. His new
working paper considers how “constructive competition” between the U.S. and
China could drive global climate action. Alex serves on the board of the
Environmental Law Institute and as co-chair of the California-China Climate
Institute’s academic advisory committee. Among his public interest initiatives, Alex
organized a two-week study tour for a high-level delegation from China’s Ministry of
Ecology & Environment to understand the history and practice of U.S. pollution
permits. Alex has also led trainings in environmental law for judges in both the U.S.
and China.

Prof. Parson, Dan and Rae Emmett Professor of Environmental Law, has served in
the Emmett Institute’s faculty leadership since he joined UCLA Law in 2012. Like
Professors Boyd and Wang, Ted Parson shares a commitment to education,
research, and public service. Parson’s courses include International Environmental
Law and Policy, Future Law, and Property - and his introductory textbook The
Science and Politics of Global Climate Change (Cambridge) with Texas A&M’s
Andrew Dessler was recently updated in a third edition. Ted’s world-leading
research project on the governance of geoengineering examines law and policy
issues presented by solar geoengineering and carbon dioxide removal. Since 2017,
the project has produced more than 50 published outputs, including research and
scholarly publications as well as legal, policy-oriented, and popular publications.
Through the project, Prof. Parson has advised policymakers in multiple jurisdictions
on law and governance issues related to geoengineering technologies.

As many of you know, our long-serving faculty co-director Prof. Ann Carlson—who
was our founding faculty director, and instrumental in launching the Emmett
Institute in 2008—was appointed in January as chief counsel of the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the federal agency that has joint authority
with EPA over car and truck greenhouse gas standards. Prof. Carlson is taking a
leave of absence from UCLA Law to fulfill her governmental duties. We’'re excited
that she has taken on this important new role, and pleased that colleagues have
stepped up in her absence.

In addition to the leadership team of Ted, William, and Alex, and Cara and me, UCLA
Law faculty affiliated with the Institute include Professors Timothy Malloy, Jim



https://law.ucla.edu/news/coordinated-governance-air-climate-pollutants-lessons-california-experience
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3826681
https://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/ucla-law-joins-uc-wide-initiative-with-china-to-spur-climate-action
https://www.flickr.com/photos/156678922@N05/albums/72157711439063216
https://legal-planet.org/2012/05/01/university-of-michigans-ted-parson-to-join-ucla-law-faculty/
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/international-environmental-law-and-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/international-environmental-law-and-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/future-law-law-and-governance-under-transformative-societal-trends
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/property
https://www.cambridge.org/highereducation/books/science-and-politics-of-global-climate-change/197C1C55A3966B01BC35862BACAF3982
https://www.cambridge.org/highereducation/books/science-and-politics-of-global-climate-change/197C1C55A3966B01BC35862BACAF3982
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/centers/emmett-institute-climate-change-environment/geoengineering-governance
https://ucla.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=44c97c1d6c9478f475da80a82&id=1f17aec884&e=baddef3c44
https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/cara-horowitz
https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/sean-b-hecht
https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/timothy-malloy
https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/james-salzman
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Salzman, and Jonathan Zasloff—all distinguished scholars and celebrated
teachers—and our clinical supervising attorney and project director Julia Stein, who
plays an indispensible role, leading our research and clinical initiatives and serving
our students. Our team is bolstered by multiple post-graduate fellows, who serve in
limited-term academic appointments to support our research, teaching, and service
(more on their contributions in another blog post soon). Finally, our staff members
Daniel Melling and Heather Morphew support the institute through communications
and program administration, respectively.

Our leadership team is working to ensure the Emmett Institute continues to lead
efforts to address climate change, through our bold curriculum, mentorship of
students, innovative, cutting-edge research, and advocacy and service. We hope
you will continue to follow our work, by subscribing to Legal Planet and the Emmett
Institute’s monthly newsletter.



https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/james-salzman
https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/jonathan-m-zasloff
https://law.ucla.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/julia-e-stein
https://legal-planet.org/subscriptions/
https://legal-planet.org/subscriptions/
https://ucla.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=44c97c1d6c9478f475da80a82&id=d828b37208
https://ucla.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=44c97c1d6c9478f475da80a82&id=d828b37208

