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NOAA makes us safer and smarter, while MAGA is making weather a mystery
again.

Trump wants to “Make Weather a Mystery Again.” The news that started leaking last
Friday is that the Trump administration wants to break up the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration and essentially end NOAA’s climate work by abolishing its
primary research office and forcing the agency to instead help boost U.S. fossil fuel
production, according to lots of reporting based on budget documents.

“This would really be a decapitation strike against climate research within NOAA,”
said my UCLA colleague and climate scientist Daniel Swain who held a 2-hour YouTube
livestream yesterday to talk about the past, present, and future cuts he’s expecting. Swain
noted that NOAA is already experiencing a drain of something like 40% of staff, which
affects basic weather prediction as well as disaster response and preparedness. In some
cities, we’re seeing the National Weather Service cease putting weather information, and
extreme weather notices, on social media because of staffing shortages. Cancelled contracts
with university researchers will mean, among other things, that the Congressionally
mandated National Climate Assessment will not be updated in coming years. “What is
extraordinary in this document is the level of proposed draconian, really existential cuts to,
among other things, weather and climate science in the United States,” Swain said.

https://www.politico.com/news/2025/04/11/white-house-plan-guts-noaa-climate-research-00286408
https://youtube.com/live/mbtfWD5vaTo?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/mbtfWD5vaTo?feature=share
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There is a real case to be made to the
American people that DOGE should keep its hands off their weather reports. “At
least once a day, half of Americans open their phones, tune into the radio, or turn on the TV
to check their local weather forecast,” according to YouGov. CNN reports that dismantling
NOAA will affect Americans by hurting meteorologists’ abilities in 4 ways: 1) lead time 2)
hurricane landfall 3) rapid intensification 4) free accessible data. These proposed cuts could
become real within weeks — not months. If you like knowing if there’s rain in the forecast,
or about wildfire conditions, or whether to pack a sweater, make some noise. 

NOAA is not the only agency waiting for the other shoe to drop this week. At least
3,200 people have opted to take the Trump administration’s offer to leave the Department of
Energy ahead of the guillotine, multiple career staffers told E&E News. (That could backfire
on the administration’s own goals for energy dominance and AI agenda even the
Washington Examiner reported.)

Folks I keep in touch with at EPA said they’re watching their inboxes “with
trepidation” as April 14 was the next deadline for agencies to send their “Agency
Reduction In Force and Reorganization Plans” to OMB. Meanwhile, EPA has posted a roster
of nearly 50 coal-fired power plants that took the administration’s offer on the “Email us for
a free pass on compliance with the Clean Air Act.”

Deep breath. If you’re new here, welcome to The Drain, a weekly news roundup of climate
and environmental headlines. It will usually come out on Tuesdays or Thursdays depending
on when the flood zone has reached full capacity. 

Here’s what else I’m seeing…

https://d3nkl3psvxxpe9.cloudfront.net/documents/crosstabs_Weather_Forecasts.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/04/weather/forecasts-worse-trump-cuts/index.html
https://www.eenews.net/articles/thousands-of-workers-leaving-doe-ahead-of-deeper-cuts/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/energy-and-environment/3378460/planned-cuts-harm-trump-energy-agenda-nuclear-clean-energy-firms/
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/latest-memos/guidance-on-agency-rif-and-reorganization-plans-requested-by-implementing-the-president-s-department-of-government-efficiency-workforce-optimization-initiative.pdf
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/latest-memos/guidance-on-agency-rif-and-reorganization-plans-requested-by-implementing-the-president-s-department-of-government-efficiency-workforce-optimization-initiative.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-04/regulatory-relief-for-certain-stationary-annex-1.pdf
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No, Trump cannot “sunset” or abolish regulations using “Because I say so,” but
he’s trying… Some of the people I trust most on these kinds of things will tell you that
many of last week’s executive orders are just press releases (and poorly written ones at
that) so take it with a box of salt, but the administration’s executive press releases last week
included one on showerhead regulations, one directing energy and environmental agencies
to “sunset” certain regulations, one aimed at eliminating “anti-competitive regulations” and
a memo that Politico Pro says “directed agencies to repeal existing rules that don’t align
with a series of recent Supreme Court decisions.” The NYT notes that the orders seek to
“scrap a wide array of longstanding energy and environmental regulations” and “face
enormous legal hurdles. 

Regarding that executive press release taking aim at state climate laws, my Legal
Planet colleague Ted Lamm writes that “the search for state and local laws that violate the
Constitution, or federal preemption is likely to prove time-consuming and largely fruitless.”
In perfect timing, New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham last Thursday signed into law
Senate Bill 48, the Community Benefit Fund, which contains $210 million for communities
to use for a series of projects to mitigate climate change impacts. This covers things like:
training workers in the oil and gas industry for other jobs; reducing oil and gas emissions;
improving the electric grid; developing renewable energy projects; modifying public
buildings to be more energy efficient; reducing the impacts of climate change on human
health, agriculture and the environment; buying EVs and developing charging
infrastructure.

Last week brought Exhibit A that Trump sabotaging US leadership on climate
doesn’t mean an end to international progress: An accord reached in London under the
umbrella of the International Maritime Organization, a UN agency, would require every ship
that carries goods across the sea to lower their greenhouse gas emissions or pay a fee/tax.
In fact, the US could be pushing China and the EU closer together. A growing trend worth
paying attention to is how US-China competition/collaboration could morph into EU-China
competition/collaboration. China wants the EU to welcome more of its products during the
trade war with the US. In 2025, the EU and China will mark 50 years of diplomatic
relations. Could something come out of this at COP30? And Chinese EV sales to Latin
America are booming, especially in Brazil as NPR reported last week. China can also punish
the US in ways that further hinder our decarbonization goals as we saw late last week when
China halted critical rare earth exports that the US needs for EVs and other products.
Europe meanwhile is competing on that front. Ugh.

We also saw GOP support grow for the Biden-era tax credits from the Inflation
Reduction Act: Republican Sens. Lisa Murkowski and John Curtis are leading a letter to

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/maintaining-acceptable-water-pressure-in-showerheads/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/zero-based-regulatory-budgeting-to-unleash-american-energy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/reducing-anti-competitive-regulatory-barriers/
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/04/10/trump-launches-deregulatory-blitz-00283794
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/directing-the-repeal-of-unlawful-regulations/
https://legal-planet.org/2025/04/11/the-mirage-of-trumps-state-climate-law-executive-order/
https://legal-planet.org/2025/04/11/the-mirage-of-trumps-state-climate-law-executive-order/
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/amid-federal-pushback-gov-lujan-grisham-enacts-climate-change-funding-bill
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/11/climate/cargo-shipping-emissions.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20250411&instance_id=152407&nl=climate-forward&regi_id=60496994&segment_id=195837&user_id=bcf044466bae53a95fcca18adbfdd0ca
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/in-trade-crisis-china-courts-the-eu-as-a-hedge-against-trump/ar-AA1CJHmO?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/critical-thinking-a-new-era-of-eu-china-climate-leadership/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/critical-thinking-a-new-era-of-eu-china-climate-leadership/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/08/nx-s1-5337964/brazil-chinas-ev-boom
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/13/business/china-rare-earths-exports.html?utm_campaign=heatmap_am&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_mqA9LGk6s4O_bGTabra-6dw1h6cwICfd_Nuh7hIS0bD_dKm0qUL75RWlLLyCgoP22_tREZLJ6MvkcX9O60AshklECSA&_hsmi=356566969&utm_content=356566969&utm_source=hs_email
https://apnews.com/article/european-union-china-minerals-technology-c99de1a69863092fb40731a08f592e0d
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their leadership, alongside Sens. Thom Tillis and Jerry Moran, asking that clean-energy tax
credits created by the IRA not be repealed as part of Trump’s agenda, Politico reported. As
for which of the beneficial Inflation Reduction Act tax credits are most at risk of repeal as
Republicans take strides toward writing an actual budget? Heatmap’s Emily Pontecorvo has
a handy chart and story answering that question, noting that Senate Republicans have
promised to aim to cut at least $1.5 trillion in spending, which puts IRA dollars at risk. 

LA Fires / Rebuilding 

Southern California Edison plans to bury 153 miles of power lines in the area of the
Palisades and Eaton Fires to the tune of $860 million-$925 million. Politico’s California
Climate has a Q&A with SCE.

Some insurers are balking at covering removal of toxics from homes that survived the
LA fires, as Dave Jones discussed with NPR’s Ayesha Rascoe.

Energy

March marked the first month ever where fossil fuels made up less than half of U.S.
power generation, Canary Media’s Dan McCarthy reported.
Ann Arbor, Michigan’s City Council approved plans last week to create a sustainable
energy utility (SEU) to help local residents use less energy, part of its goal of net-zero
emissions by 2030, which the NYT Climate Fix newsletter wrote about. 
The LA Times is raising questions about why all five of Newsom’s appointees to the
state Public Utilities Commission live in Northern California? Is that lack of
representation?

California

Paging Ezra Klein: the California High-Speed Rail Authority’s new leader has
launched “aggressive and dramatic” efforts to accelerate construction of the bullet
train, writes Ray LaHood, the former transportation secretary. He says no one is
paying attention to some big changes underway. California’s high-speed rail debacle is
a major storyline in “Abundance” the new book by Klein and Derek Thompson that
attempts to diagnose why progressives can’t build things fast. 
In an early celebration of Earth Day, the California Coastal Commission walloped oil
company Sable Offshore Corp. with a record $18 million fine for repeatedly defying
orders to stop work on the corroded pipeline in Santa Barbara that caused a major oil
spill nearly a decade ago. During the five-hour public hearing, the commission alleged

https://heatmap.news/politics/house-senate-budget-ira
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2025/04/11/socal-edison-is-going-underground-00287545?nname=california-climate&nid=00000189-315c-d8dd-a1ed-797dc9f10000&nrid=704da4cd-5504-4fc3-9ed9-61002c020156
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2025/04/11/socal-edison-is-going-underground-00287545?nname=california-climate&nid=00000189-315c-d8dd-a1ed-797dc9f10000&nrid=704da4cd-5504-4fc3-9ed9-61002c020156
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/13/nx-s1-5362537/la-homeowners-are-suing-insurance-companies-for-not-covering-damages-from-the-fires
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/renewables-fossil-fuels-us-grid?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ketr-Qk2pGh3j7fpYSKApyge9lnQ9lDBj3Is0-1TAqKWg6RBwDxPfGDix78L2OJ65f86FNSeB3HnYqxmd3J-A0CI7Rg&_hsmi=356301798&utm_source=newsletter
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/5cROiyxqVgErGjPnojBf8A~~/AAAAARA~/UbiVqv0Hktf1jLfhiYKJzNOmieRoD3mtqaAkJ__GgsXGWzB3NbugGlvSD7K34exgeFtYa98n6VkLIf6sw0_Skm8Y38A1zrF9dxj8ZAqMmp2eqSs-h3ChGktmpRhyaBYg7ZsJPZ6fhWd1qBxKxQiszTMQHfQ5dLxAtSxkI0otqVdGT1_hLrCU8E2sWT1uF_0EJtoduj47s-KpXXEvg5IF1kONqfxeDdzkQkuywIgmjm0jgn1TuIBdBZEoUCARK0PdyXWslnVgiQ2u3Ed43vphwOiDBmFoPJxOpYPmBRlTBHK3NOZh5UQdSuT4wlURaBinEHFX2MJdFES62rJckLq7gZbIzTdRlmSPLlmOrfyixGTpSoaSIA0RFZAYIhyBlGh9hjlHeWE2QLhJ8SRotIx_lw~~
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-04-14/newsom-shuns-southern-california-in-public-utilities-commission-appointments
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-04-14/newsom-shuns-southern-california-in-public-utilities-commission-appointments
https://calmatters.org/commentary/2025/04/plan-accelerate-high-speed-rail/
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that Sable ignored multiple cease-and-desist orders and continued repairing the
corroded pipeline, CalMatters’ Alejandro Lazo reported.

COP30

Thousands of Indigenous people marched Tuesday in Brazil’s capital, demanding the
state guarantee and expand their rights to traditional lands as part of the solution to
the world’s climate crisis.

�️Other stories, studies, policy papers

A new spate of state legislation threatens to kneecap efforts to try to better
understand the risks and benefits of geoengineering. And many of these bills are in red
states, rooted in conspiracy theories based on bogus science, our friend Craig Segall
tells E&E News’ Chelsea Harvey. 
Is there a way for Big Law to solve its collective-action hurdle when resisting the
Trump administration? Why Coordinated Resistance by Law Firms to The Trump
Administration’s Targeted Executive Orders Against BigLaw Would Not Run Afoul of
Antitrust Restrictions | Vikram David Amar | Verdict | Legal Analysis and Commentary
from Justia

�Media Industry News 

Spanish-language network Noticias Telemundo launched a new program “Ahora:
Planeta Tierra” ( Now: Planet Earth), hosted by veteran environmental journalist
Vanessa Hauc. Covering Climate Now notes “It’s a savvy business move, given that
surveys have long found that Hispanic people are the US demographic group that
cares most about environmental issues.”
Heatmap News won a national magazine award last week for “Decarbonize Your Life,”
it’s explanatory journalism feature that both walks readers through ways to reduce
their carbon footprints and reframes the goal: not to absolve carbon sins but to
exercise consumer power. 
The first installment of the New York Times’ “50 States, 50 Fixes” project was
published last month. It highlights climate and environmental solutions across the
U.S. 

From UCLA

Ted Parson wrote about why he teared up at the board while teaching about the Keeling

https://calmatters.org/environment/2025/04/oil-company-fined-state-orders-pipeline-coastal-commission-sable/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WhatMatters&utm_source=31&utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Feds%20cut%20UC%20Davis%20dementia%20research%20due%20to%20DEI&utm_campaign=WhatMatters
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/indigenous-march-in-brazil-to-demand-more-land-be-set-aside-for-their-stewardship/ar-AA1CxS1y?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/04/10/conspiracy-theories-fuel-state-efforts-to-ban-geoengineering-00282966
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/04/10/conspiracy-theories-fuel-state-efforts-to-ban-geoengineering-00282966
https://verdict.justia.com/2025/04/11/why-coordinated-resistance-by-law-firms-to-the-trump-administrations-targeted-executive-orders-against-biglaw-would-not-run-afoul-of-antitrust-restrictions
https://verdict.justia.com/2025/04/11/why-coordinated-resistance-by-law-firms-to-the-trump-administrations-targeted-executive-orders-against-biglaw-would-not-run-afoul-of-antitrust-restrictions
https://verdict.justia.com/2025/04/11/why-coordinated-resistance-by-law-firms-to-the-trump-administrations-targeted-executive-orders-against-biglaw-would-not-run-afoul-of-antitrust-restrictions
https://verdict.justia.com/2025/04/11/why-coordinated-resistance-by-law-firms-to-the-trump-administrations-targeted-executive-orders-against-biglaw-would-not-run-afoul-of-antitrust-restrictions
https://coveringclimatenow.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ebd6cb7583637c885053eea45&id=2941889983&e=2e250da405
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/7kPkcGjG4mJcMxDTAgpQdw~~/AAAAARA~/vWYmGuF1aF2N72lAHCNr4zNKO5E0W7GoSxU5eEznQHBCa2ATKa9I1bEA6hXGesEvjz69V3VP_I6TFcfhLyULCEIzW92lSRMNGVm0JMwdh4uJ1yegKvmUAMOyv-PKPXxvbi5v-csRrq8E6NfyOwXDRscODa0XHYFpD7qEMpEkoM_4HT24586EiJd4KlHL88IFOBqOCUCXBhoUmLtq6-7O10YFEX9ZlBD0O0Dw4Me6ivWefHaS1uoqSyIt2MeHW92FUa7ue4qRlC6tSZt7XTGcNONCfEYslWpUspORUh8SCep8EFSIFS4R6sFXbl1BXvrsn8qIKUiVTxp9dKwwVv_NNHr2r4JouHMhHvvsmb0JY9JoElVkfrmvYgu2a5PyaRS2
https://legal-planet.org/2025/04/09/touched-by-the-keeling-curve/
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Curve during his International Environmental Law class. 

Jonathan Zasloff reported on the loony or cynical orders of Interior Secretary Doug Burgum
— you decide. 

I wrote a profile of two UCLA Law students who helped write a new state bill that targets
air pollution from aggregate recycling facilities. SB 526 gets its first hearing on April 23 and
the students will testify as expert witnesses. 

Jim Salzman was elected to the prestigious American College of Environmental Lawyers.
ACOEL just announced the election of 18 new fellows – only two from academic institutions.
He joins Ann Carlson, Mary D. Nichols, and Sean Hecht as UCLA Law professors elected to
ACOEL — if any law program in the country has as many members, it’s news to us! 

�️Events 

April 15: Yale Program on Climate Communication webinar: “Local Governments Engaging
Communities & Leading Climate Change Communication”

April 16: UCLA Luskin Summit: “Guiding an Equitable Recovery in L.A.”

April 21 – 27:  Covering Climate Now’s Joint Coverage Week 

April 22: “Earth Day” / The Climate Center’s California Climate Policy Summit in
Sacramento 

May 12-15: The Degrees Global Forum on SRM / geoengineering in Cape Town, South
Africa 

June 2-4: Annual Hollywood Climate Summit

June 6: Deadline for California bills to clear the senate and assembly 

https://legal-planet.org/2025/04/11/doug-burgum-explains-it-all-for-you/
https://newsroom.ucla.edu/stories/ucla-law-students-help-write-state-bill-targeting-air-pollution
https://mailchi.mp/yale/april-15-webinar-local-governments-engaging-communities-5959814?e=e90ed1911e
https://mailchi.mp/yale/april-15-webinar-local-governments-engaging-communities-5959814?e=e90ed1911e
https://mailchi.mp/yale/april-15-webinar-local-governments-engaging-communities-5959814?e=e90ed1911e
https://innovation.luskin.ucla.edu/event/luskin-summit-2025-guiding-an-equitable-recovery-in-l-a/
https://www.eventleaf.com/Attendee/Attendee/EventPage?eId=Pv5iEH%2bS9ly7nsPMITVOLw%3d%3d&emci=2b64fbce-a411-f011-8b3d-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ddb4f6bf-4316-f011-8b3d-0022482a9fb7&ceid=19347783#ss
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdegreesglobalforum.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmorphew%40law.ucla.edu%7C3e43b05b3d534637ecb408dd6e13f232%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638787754221623381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AmqHk6Ql5v7cg8CO9QkETqVB%2BQ13bb%2B49cu9wIeDB8Q%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hollywoodclimatesummit.com/2025summit

