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Are you tired of the words “100 days”?

“In his first 100 days the Trump administration has slashed federal agencies,
canceled national reports, and yanked funding from universities,” Grist puts it. “One
hundred days of anti-environmental mayhem,” says Dan Farber at Legal Planet.
My UCLA colleague Ann Carlson is quoted by the New York Times in a very
comprehensive Opinion Essay that asked 35 legal scholars about Trump’s “lawless
presidency during the first 100 days.”

“They’ve done more damage to the environment in these 100 days than they
managed to do in the whole first term,” Christine Todd Whitman, EPA administrator
for President George W. Bush tells Newsweek. Trump signed fewer laws in his first
100 days than any modern predecessor, the LA Times notes, while setting a record
for issuing executive orders. Twenty of those orders are related to environmental
policy, reports Heatmap News, which told the story in 5 charts.  Columbia Law’s
Climate Backtracker has them in a handy spreadsheet. Trump has accomplished

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrist.org%2Fscience%2Famerican-climate-research-agencies-universities-trump-100-days%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dnewsletter%26utm_campaign%3Ddaily&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C13a525d1bf92463f6cfc08dd8680fb50%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638814610752011508%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ly8EeLABnezB3rYb33jw2TJduPt3DvTT%2Bp9vNFSsUw8%3D&reserved=0
https://legal-planet.org/2025/04/28/a-hundred-days-of-all-out-war-against-the-environment/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2025%2F04%2F28%2Fopinion%2Ftrump-constitution-rule-of-law.html&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C13a525d1bf92463f6cfc08dd8680fb50%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638814610752052061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uNoEmR20reurF3o4Tez%2BP%2FVw6l9AqPR6vNn06NG6Inc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2025%2F04%2F28%2Fopinion%2Ftrump-constitution-rule-of-law.html&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C13a525d1bf92463f6cfc08dd8680fb50%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638814610752052061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uNoEmR20reurF3o4Tez%2BP%2FVw6l9AqPR6vNn06NG6Inc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2025%2F04%2F28%2Fopinion%2Ftrump-constitution-rule-of-law.html&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C13a525d1bf92463f6cfc08dd8680fb50%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638814610752080030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xlGlQslfaShPbNeHJeR7CQUmOXk3s3swXgpE%2BzLfCzE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2025%2F04%2F28%2Fopinion%2Ftrump-constitution-rule-of-law.html&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C13a525d1bf92463f6cfc08dd8680fb50%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638814610752080030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xlGlQslfaShPbNeHJeR7CQUmOXk3s3swXgpE%2BzLfCzE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2025-04-29/president-trump-first-100-days
https://heatmap.news/politics/trump-100-days
https://climate.law.columbia.edu/content/climate-backtracker
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one-third of Project 2025’s goals — and 57% of goals related to EPA — according to
the Project 2025 Tracker.  Yet the supposedly important price of a dozen eggs rose
from $4.95 to $6.23 in 100 days, according to a BBC fact check of Trump lies. An
estimated 4 million Americans protested over two weekends in April. Ater 100 days,
“we can finally declare that America realizes what is happening—and cares enough
to stop it,” writes Dahlia Lithwick. I’m not sure the 100-day metric made famous
by FDR in 1933 is worth much at this point. But the Economist says it best with the
cover of a bloodied American eagle and the tagline “Only 1,361 days left.”  The
Drain is a weekly roundup of environmental news that aims to drain the proverbial
Flood Zone and the last 100 days have seen a deluge. 

So, how are environmental journalists doing after these first 100 days?

The state of environmental journalism is weird, weakened, and worried. It’s also
more important than ever and the people doing it know it. That’s the sense I’m
getting from talking to folks who attended the annual conference held by the
Society of Environmental Journalists (SEJ) last week. 

Hundreds of reporters, researchers, and communications pros went to Tempe,
Arizona for a 4-day event of fantastic-looking panels, field trips, and networking
hosted at Arizona State University. The theme was “heat, water, and growth” as it
related to the Southwest’s environmental stories, but it’s also just a chance to take
the pulse of the global community of people who tell climate and environmental
stories. Panels covered how weather reporting is changing; how to collaborate with
underserved communities so they trust your coverage; and the problems that AI
creates for audiences. It was particularly heartening to see journalists in the student
newsroom led by The Arizona Republic do such an amazing job of covering the SEJ
panels. I did not go, but I asked people who were there to share with me their big
takeaways. Here’s what several of them identified as the trends in discussions and
presentations for the benefit of the rest of us who care about environmental
journalism:

Silence
Trump 2.0 has created myriad issues for environmental journalists, including the
silencing of sources — people inside and outside of government who typically help
the flow of trustworthy information reach audiences. Many scientists and
researchers with grant funding at stake have clammed up. If it’s any indication,

https://www.project2025.observer/?sort=status-asc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy5rd35wg4ro
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2025/04/100-days-trump-tide-finally-turning.html
https://www.economist.com/weeklyedition/2025-04-26
https://www.economist.com/weeklyedition/2025-04-26
https://conference.sej.org/
https://www.azcentral.com/search/?q=SEJ


100 Days of Fear & Loathing in Climate World | 3

many of the SEJ speakers and panelists themselves dropped out of the event at the
last minute, perhaps nervous to be quoted or share the stage with reporters. The
President of Arizona State University Michael Crow was one panelist who
unexpectedly backed out even though ASU was the host. His office told me in an
email that “his schedule changes by the day, or even the hour,” though they didn’t
say what came up that day, just that “ASU’s “commitment to the conference and
the cause is clear,” having worked on the event with SEJ for 2 years. Politicians and
environmental groups however also declined to participate. “People who would
normally jump at the chance to speak to a group of journalists about their efforts on
behalf of the environment backed away from having the spotlight on their work,”
Joan Meiners, a climate journalist for The Arizona Republic and former scientific
researcher, told the crowd. 

Anxiety
During SEJ’s Membership Forum, they presented word cloud surveys and when
asked about the state of the industry, the keyword was “anxiety.” On top of the
administration’s antagonism to the environment, the press, and the environmental
press, there is anxiety about job security and business stability. Freelance
journalists now make up the largest percentage of SEJ members, I’m told, so just
staying employed or under contract feels tenuous. Compare this to three years ago,
when many national and local outlets were hiring staffers to stand up, or expand, a
climate desk. I wrote in 2023 that “the state of climate journalism is strong.” Now,
some outlets have retrenched as coverage priorities have changed. This all has
journalists feeling as vulnerable as other climate specialists. 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/environmental-journalists-face-challenges-in-retaliatory-trump-era/ar-AA1DFMSO?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://legal-planet.org/2023/09/21/california-is-suing-big-oil-thanks-to-journalism/
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Urgency
Another prompt in the word cloud exercise asked what members value most about
important professional organizations like SEJ, and it was “community.” From what
I’ve seen, journalists in this space are more comfortable than ever in sharing their
own personal experiences of the climate crisis hitting close to home. Gathering
together is a reminder that the work they do matters incredibly. 

Identity
The definition of a journalist keeps changing. Younger people are more open to
leaving the newsroom for communications jobs — or even advocacy jobs — around
the edges of the profession without leaving the field entirely. I’m told there are
discussions about how to define a “journalist” for the purposes of membership.
Personally, I find this definition more fluid in climate journalism specifically because
it is accepted by most newsrooms that beat reporters believe fiercely in
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environmental protections and the need for solutions without crossing over into
being a policy advocate. Not to mention that one-fifth of US adults now get their
news from social media influencers — that number is far higher for young adults,
with TikTok users increasingly turning to the platform for news. 

Approach
As I wrote about last week, social science research shows that a big majority of
people want to see action on climate and extreme weather disasters. But
terminology and delivery can get in the way of reaching a wider audience. During a
panel called “Engaging Readers on Climate in an Age of Distraction,” Justin
Worland, a senior correspondent for TIME magazine, recalled speaking to a college
class and being told his stories were way too long. “We have 27 seconds now as
opposed to 1200 words,” said John Marshall, of Potential Energy Coalition, a climate-
oriented marketing firm who noted that climate journalists can do a lot with their
diction. “Natural gas ranks at 72% in popularity, while methane gas is 27% in
popularity,” he said. Same thing, different words. Localizing the national trends is
also key. When the federal government retreats, cities, counties and states pick up
the slack. One colleague said that nearly every SEJ panel they attended ended with
this sentiment that action will come from municipal governments during Trump 2.0.
It’s a good reminder of where to look for stories and also where to push for change. 

Here’s what else has happened in the last 7 days…

No Climate Assessment: The Trump administration has unceremoniously
dismissed all the expert authors of the next authoritative look at how climate
change is affecting the US. UCLA climate scientist Daniel Swain criticized the
move as a “devastating turn of events” expected to pave the way for an
“actively harmful … sham report” about “how beneficial global warming is for
Americans; all the benefits that melting ice sheets and increasingly severe
wildfires and severe heat waves bring to the American people.”
Bad endangerment math: EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin appears to be
betting that he can upend the very important endangerment finding without
arguing against the overwhelming climate science just citing costs, reports
Jean Chemnick at E&E. Better hope your cost calculations are correct,
Administrator! 
Rescinding the IRA: The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
released a budget proposal that attempts to claw back nearly $9 billion in

https://legal-planet.org/2025/04/23/day-after-earth-day-the-climate-pope-and-the-89/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-environment/2025/04/26/capturing-reader-engagement-environmental-reporting/83296269007/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Flive%2Fk87f1-e5MHE%3Ft%3D2644s&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7Cb84ea7b6e7bb461be82808dd87782868%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638815672346597161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BZJlo%2FKw6FDHCxg5dAxKMkjad97MxD71kDPOsTzx%2BAU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eenews.net/articles/zeldins-plan-for-endangerment-finding-accept-warming-contest-its-costs/
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grants, reports Emily Pontecorvo for Heatmap News.
No tornado aid: Trump denied federal disaster relief funds to the people of
Arkansas, which saw dozens of people die from a series of deadly tornadoes
last month, as legislators plead for him to reconsider, the Guardian reports. 
China is going bigger and bigger while the US goes much much smaller.
China will set out new goals for emission cuts by 2035 “covering the entire
scope of the economy, including all greenhouse gases,” — not just CO2 —
ahead of the COP30 summit, Xi said this week. Bloomberg has the story, which
some declared the story of the week if not the year. 
Cue the fast (laugh) track: The Interior Department said last week that it
would fast-track approvals for projects involving coal, gas, oil and minerals to
something like 2 weeks. CBD plans to sue. Which is the second time this
newsletter has used that phrase in 2 weeks. “Show me the energy developer
that is going to feel confident going forward under this laughable approach,”
said Rep. Jared Huffman of California, the top Democrat on the House Natural
Resources Committee, in a statement.
How well is Trump’s attack on congestion pricing going? The U.S. DOT
last week said it took the rare step of replacing the federal lawyers defending it
in a lawsuit over New York’s congestion pricing. The 3 assistant U.S. attorneys
on the case had “warned that Sec. Sean Duffy was using a shaky rationale to
end the tolling plan and was “exceedingly likely” to fail, the lawyers wrote,”
according to a memo quoted by the NYT. 
Sabotaging US Manufacturing: In the first three months of this year, firms
have abandoned plans to build nearly $8 billion worth of clean energy projects,
Canary Media reports, noting they are “mostly factories that would have
produced everything from grid batteries to electric vehicles.” 
Contradiction clogs Trump’s attack on plastic straws: The document
laying out the administration’s case “devotes a robust eight pages to
highlighting their health and environmental dangers… in particular, the
dangers of PFAS, a class of thousands of synthetic chemicals that are used to
make paper straws” and yet it’s not clear the administration cares about PFAS
turning up in tap water around the country, reports Hiroko Tabuchi for the
NYT.
Reaching new lows: Trump’s recent executive order directs the
administration to expedite mining permits under the Deep Seabed Hard
Minerals Resource Act of 1980 and to establish a process for issuing permits
along the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf.
“I’m not opposed to bikes but…” The Secretary of Transportation says he

https://heatmap.news/politics/house-republicans-ira-markup
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/24/trump-denies-aid-arkansas-tornados
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-04-24/xi-commits-china-to-tougher-climate-targets-as-us-retreats
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/P6W-Cqplvn9kKFjXc0ujvg~~/AAAAARA~/WyoIRxdAPMVPw9dQ3sNXakQ1xkKHL29Yl61yhJdaOrtIZ6AZ_7PNNVcLQj9DSBsuDTQprbvn0ISI8DkQhhoarWkzzHR4aEoP-juaJtUM8Av_8ULnv4m3oKXgP0cO7_gUL6WiK7CyqBwIC1d0EEyPe2eY6KZ8hoYXZGnp77NoVH2JBrAEYY3AI05A6fcu3IIddjCP4tIGGn9EO59dimZewb_F7qxM5Fh07qpEanrrJ5xq99_KQwBeFVoPefQtX4KqIUP5GeRFhfG6Kt9DoqQFJe9V9bd1GmUF3GFMQDMujpNCfJhZppIhSKQjOY8DL82vHOXwEs6eGRtsPAv5VlO9Lfm7IvVHkmaIf4U1zfV9igxTjs0AUgv8ikXIbkQEDwmlofQ1K_MZIIprfBVpDsjDqA~~
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy-manufacturing/trump-ev-battery-factory-cancellations?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8eWL0-ah2OoE2-FE_qDMliUByCGQc9hNrtTpzd45oVCZLespJE5Lo0r5JbvNf_oioRbn9cbMRYG3yvj0t92wmyFR-Pxg&_hsmi=358490819&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/26/climate/trump-straws-pfas-water-forever-chemicals.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20250427&instance_id=153414&nl=climate-forward&regi_id=60496994&segment_id=196843&user_id=bcf044466bae53a95fcca18adbfdd0ca
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/26/climate/trump-straws-pfas-water-forever-chemicals.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20250427&instance_id=153414&nl=climate-forward&regi_id=60496994&segment_id=196843&user_id=bcf044466bae53a95fcca18adbfdd0ca
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hasn’t seen enough data to believe in the benefits of bike lanes. So
Streetsblog’s Kea Wilson “put together an explainer to help him out — mostly
using information from his own department.”

Climate Era Budgets 
The costs of the Eaton and Palisades fires to LA County are expected to
approach $2 billion — $500 million in immediate costs plus lost revenue and
recovery spending — the county’s chief executive said this month. The City of
Los Angeles is dealing with a nearly $1 billion budget shortfall for next year
that stemmed partly from fire costs. 
L.A. Mayor Karen Bass is calling for major cuts to city resources that focus
exclusively on addressing the local effects of climate change, Erin Stone
reports at LAist. “Eliminating the city’s landmark climate action office, called
the Climate Emergency Mobilization Office, or CEMO. That includes potentially
cutting the city’s first chief heat officer, Marta Segura, who directs the office.”

https://usa.streetsblog.org/2025/04/25/sean-duffy-yes-hes-the-us-dot-secretary-is-dead-wrong-about-bike-lanes
https://laist.com/brief/news/climate-environment/la-mayor-karen-bass-proposed-budget-landmark-climate-action-office
https://www.climate4la.org/
https://laist.com/news/climate-environment/las-first-heat-officer-says-helping-vulnerable-communities-is-key-to-achieving-climate-goals
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There’s a hearing on Thursday, May 1, at 9 a.m. at City Hall specifically
discussing the elimination of the Climate Emergency Mobilization Office.
Last week, Mayor Bass was again in Sacramento asking for more help from
state officials and couldn’t even get on Gov. Newsom’s schedule. We’ll learn
more in mid-May what kind of relief for LA is in the governor’s revised budget,
but it’s a tough budget year for the state too.
Meanwhile, Congress has yet to move on Newsom’s $40 billion request for
federal aid, reports CalMatters’ Alexei Koseff.

Just to editorialize for a second, that’s shameful. Within four days of Hurricane
Katrina’s landfall, President Bush signed a $10.4 billion aid package.

This all serves as a reminder that the costs of climate pollution are not abstract,
they are borne by local governments and us taxpayers. Climate change will lead to
municipal bankruptcies. That’s the motivating force behind the growing number of
state climate lawsuits wending through the courts. It’s also a reason California
lawmakers are considering joining Vermont and New York in passing a climate
superfund law, also known as Make Polluters Pay legislation.

The Polluters Pay Climate Superfund Act, AB 1243 (Addis), made it through its first
committee this month. Then yesterday in the Assembly Judiciary Committee,
Assemblymember Dawn Addis pulled the legislation. “I have decided to postpone
the committee vote to allow more time for meaningful conversations with
stakeholders and will continue to push this policy forward,” she said in a statement.
Sen. Caroline Menjivar, whose twin bill was moving through the Senate, also pulled
it for now, reports Blanca Begert for Politico.

Climate Liability

A new paper published in the journal Nature connects the dots from our
climate probs to specific polluters. It uses climate modeling combined with
publicly available emissions data to contrast the current climate and its
impacts to what it would be like without the heat-trapping gases a company’s
activities released into the atmosphere. The study details the “scientific and
legal implications of an ‘end-to-end’ weather attribution that links fossil fuel
producers to specific damages from warming” and could further back up
Polluters Pay legislation. “Using scope 1 and 3 emissions data from major fossil
fuel companies, peer-reviewed attribution methods and advances in empirical
climate economics, we illustrate the trillions in economic losses attributable to

https://www.msn.com/en-us/politics/government/in-sacramento-mayor-bass-seeks-state-money-to-close-nearly-1-billion-budget-gap/ar-AA1Duf6w?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://calmatters.bluelena.io/lt.php?x=3DZy~GE2UFKbEpR~zw-9VhRy2HAnvNfxjM1lZ5HMUnjP7875-0y.0uRy1nNzidTyjNYyXIHEJ3iZ75R
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2025/04/29/sacramento-is-going-to-the-dogs-00317435?nname=california-climate&nid=00000189-315c-d8dd-a1ed-797dc9f10000&nrid=704da4cd-5504-4fc3-9ed9-61002c020156
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-025-08751-3
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the extreme heat caused by emissions from individual companies” Justin
Mankin and Christopher Callahan write. Chevron gets particular focus by
the study and the NYT coverage.  
A joint resolution passed by the state House and Senate in Hawai’i calls on the
state’s insurance providers to limit rate increases on Hawaiʻi families by taking
the fossil fuel industry to court for damages from climate disasters. 
Gas stations across Colorado would have had to post a sticker warning drivers
that their fuel use contributes to climate change under legislation that died in
the state senate but that had narrowly passed the state House earlier this
month, the Denver Post reports. House Bill 1277 squeaked out of the chamber
with 33 votes, the minimum needed to clear the chamber; 30 representatives
voted no, with some Democrats joining Republicans. A Colorado Senate
committee killed the bill, which had the backing of dozens of environmental
groups but faced fierce opposition from industry and the governor’s office.

California

Alexander Kaufman has a story at Latitude Media about a suite of 4
California bills that aim to draw the geothermal industry growing in Nevada
and Utah to the Golden State. 
AB 942, a bill that reduces the energy credits given to homeowners with
rooftop solar panels “is pitting union electrical workers and the state’s big
utilities against people who benefit from the solar credits,” Melody Peterson
reports in the LAT, focusing on the author’s previous work for So Cal Edison. A
hearing on the bill is scheduled for April 30. 
Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris’ AB 825, to establish a state financing
program to pay for transmission, should clear its hearing today at the Utilities
and Energy Committee she chairs, despite utility opposition, Politico predicts.
Despite huge advances over the decades, Los Angeles is still the nation’s
smoggiest city, according to a report released a day after Earth Day by the
American Lung Assn. The same report finds that at least 156 million
Americans, about 46 percent of the population, live with unsafe levels of
ozone, particulate pollution or both.
Ian James takes us on a rare journey inside the mountain tunnel that carries
water to Southern California.

More Energy!

There’s bipartisan agreement that the utility bills are too damn high: a

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/23/climate/climate-science-attribution-vermont.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20250424&instance_id=153234&nl=climate-forward&regi_id=60496994&segment_id=196664&user_id=bcf044466bae53a95fcca18adbfdd0ca
https://capitolwebsite.azurewebsites.net/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SCR&billnumber=198
https://www.denverpost.com/2025/04/02/colorado-gas-stations-climate-change-warning-stickers/
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb25-1277
https://www.latitudemedia.com/news/why-california-lawmakers-are-warming-to-geothermal/
https://www.latitudemedia.com/news/why-california-lawmakers-are-warming-to-geothermal/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-04-23/fight-intensifies-over-bill-to-gut-rooftop-solar-credits
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-04-23/fight-intensifies-over-bill-to-gut-rooftop-solar-credits
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.-P_kjUrZtu2zsRYBgF_pW0fijvyxgHZAw0UwNqqUuJ-hQ2P4tTHgzqqL5Il5X1zixPDDWGmB3BEXyFMaxYbKuinnCIY9R4DH1ClDEllhB7RAH6-f5kGLDo-oVjkex9zQ/4g2/rLh6IkJLRuOJvBWOCY1Oqg/h7/h001.QBy0qN82KDq4_yPLTdCxVWw1RI3Z4cf6PyFuRxqZr9A
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2025/04/28/your-guide-to-whats-getting-through-00314521?nname=california-climate&nid=00000189-315c-d8dd-a1ed-797dc9f10000&nrid=704da4cd-5504-4fc3-9ed9-61002c020156
https://www.lung.org/research/sota
https://link.latimes.com/click/39606884.78030/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb20vZW52aXJvbm1lbnQvc3RvcnkvMjAyNS0wNC0yNy93YXRlci10dW5uZWwtdW5kZXItbW91bnQtc2FuLWphY2ludG8_c2ZtY19pZD02NTI4MjViYzI0YjJlYTE4ZTZhZjQ2ZTcmc2tleV9pZD1kMjViYzkwOTdjMzFhMzIxMmM3NzE4NWNjMjkwMDViZTIwNDhmMTQ2YjU3ZjcyODg2NDQwZDMxZGFmY2E2ZTczJnV0bV9pZD0zOTYwNjg4NA/652825bc24b2ea18e6af46e7Bb7d77031
https://link.latimes.com/click/39606884.78030/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb20vZW52aXJvbm1lbnQvc3RvcnkvMjAyNS0wNC0yNy93YXRlci10dW5uZWwtdW5kZXItbW91bnQtc2FuLWphY2ludG8_c2ZtY19pZD02NTI4MjViYzI0YjJlYTE4ZTZhZjQ2ZTcmc2tleV9pZD1kMjViYzkwOTdjMzFhMzIxMmM3NzE4NWNjMjkwMDViZTIwNDhmMTQ2YjU3ZjcyODg2NDQwZDMxZGFmY2E2ZTczJnV0bV9pZD0zOTYwNjg4NA/652825bc24b2ea18e6af46e7Bb7d77031
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nationwide survey of about 2,000 adults, conducted by nonprofit PowerLines
and Ipsos in March finds 73% of respondents feel concerned about rising utility
bills. “Nearly two-thirds of surveyed billpayers said they have seen their gas
and electric bills rise over the last year, and 63% reported feeling more
stressed as a result of energy costs,” Canary Media reports. 
A new article published in Nature Energy analyzes LA’s efforts to make its
transition to 100% clean energy more equitable — and outlines five takeaways
that could help guide similar efforts in other cities. Led by Rachel Sheinberg, a
PhD student at UCLA’s IoES, the paper examines the outcomes of the LA100
Equity Strategies initiative — a two-year collaboration between UCLA, the Los
Angeles Department of Water and Power and 14 local community-based
organizations. 
Connecticut is facing its own affordability energy session in the legislature,
opponents of a 80-page bill say it could devastate the state’s renewable
energy progress, Canary Media reports.

“Abundance”

Last week’s California Senate Housing Committee where legislators were
evaluating a slew of new bills to boost housing production was a “sobering
indication” of where housing abundance meets California’s political realities,
wrote my Legal Planet colleague Ethan Elkind. “Let’s hope that this legislative
session doesn’t result in the same inaction we’ve seen over the years that has
led California into what is fast becoming a humanitarian catastrophe.”
Ezra Klein and Derek Thompson’s book “Abundance” has generated a lot of
interesting critiques, especially from the left, so Ezra Klein invited Zephyr
Teachout and Saikat Chakrabarti to debate housing abundance and
environmental protections on his podcast.

�️Other stories and studies from all over

Canada’s election of Mark Carney is a big deal for the planet, as my UCLA
colleague Jonathan Zasloff wrote for Legal Planet. It also means two big
North American countries have elected leaders with deep green credentials:
Carney and Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum, an energy engineering
Ph.D. and past contributor to United Nations climate science reports,
Bloomberg notes. 
Maryland says it has reached a big conservation goal six years ahead of
schedule, making it the first to do so in the “30 by 30” initiative. “Nearly 1.9

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/utilities/rising-gas-electric-bills-survey
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41560-025-01759-z.epdf?sharing_token=Y2q31b5TT8nSmJNgP6sU7NRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0Nj_k9ZOT_g6m4ed9ADld8BjAabrm0NfxWBPDG5dFGf76LVmYpZJziAc3LZknIFuOcdrKYFkj1TzUoZNN-0qAKBl3bP8LuxvgvEymtgkl_M1uX3NNwX-PU-mEU9PRmAlmU%3D
https://www.ioes.ucla.edu/person/rachel-sheinberg/
https://www.ioes.ucla.edu/article/l-a-asks-how-to-equitably-achieve-100-clean-energy-by-2035-and-ucla-answers/
https://www.ioes.ucla.edu/article/l-a-asks-how-to-equitably-achieve-100-clean-energy-by-2035-and-ucla-answers/
https://www.ladwp.com/strategic-initiatives/clean-energy-future/la100-equity-strategies
https://www.ladwp.com/strategic-initiatives/clean-energy-future/la100-equity-strategies
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/connecticut-electric-bills-nuclear-solar?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9D5BFbpjxxrwqInQbLXBSglG6H20R0tgMEhGZ4dKV12EWd8BRejlVHfgormqjaqoDAiGSOw0rwvLc21JWtKjHJPK7UOg&_hsmi=358796407&utm_source=newsletter
https://legal-planet.org/2025/04/29/housing-abundance-meets-californias-political-realities/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/abundance-and-the-left/id1548604447?i=1000705380374
https://legal-planet.org/2025/04/25/canadas-election-real-stakes-for-the-planet/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2025-04-29/carney-s-anti-trump-agenda-for-canada-nods-to-climate?utm_campaign=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--dcbC9qVExzeZ_R-VTTLtXOWTRErFw2KK7yHpGvGJRbJbs1nvJlahLY8zFOj1EE0rQy5pO0jiKecCgt2obQk2c2iwrQA&_hsmi=358993813&utm_content=358993813&utm_source=hs_email
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/sax7c2PndfmOsJNdcQSgFw~~/AAAAARA~/i6-Xv4Uci-MLKXidUNb4IAIgoRPy_t_XsOSTeWjjUs6g84jf0-Pe69AzMBXIDBgwjtgbWHeTiNcTnxN8mcb11WZ2xe0Rh_IGTSNJ_YVTbpsX1ScAVyoBEx3MrtGOKKadcN2Mj930jt3IMr89EFeqqaC0Kfjzjq64n_E_BIpVsKp7nQby6Zzgd0lbJirk2pQc3vs2B_qGeZo4BSp__hE12W1qmZk2VWyHjUf-gyMQhEzS_3epANn3dLhK9vFnQcDPeJGZCJyw1n5VRLpfBnsHthYOCOPh98VH0SjEs2TCCxI0JVIxmb4sTFjy4_gFQT9MqZH5Vr2MJ22z8R59Tr4BjkAfAlzc-DU7k2hwzeaDdq_B__5rz4JtB0shVa1mNREa
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million acres of land has been permanently protected from development, and
the state has set a new target, to conserve 40 percent of its land by 2040,”
Cara Buckley reports for the NYT Climate Fix newsletter.
Montana is on the brink of passing housing laws that all but remove multi-
family parking mandates within most large- and medium-sized cities, legalize
six-story apartment buildings on most commercial land, limit excessive impact
fees, reduce construction defect liability risk, professionalize historic reviews,
require equal treatment for manufactured homes, and re-legalize rural ADUs
and single-stair residential buildings,” according to Sightline Institute. The bills
are bipartisan and head to the governor’s desk. BUT then again Republican
lawmakers in the state are also pushing a suite of bills that could gut the
state’s ability to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, Inside Climate News
reports.
Ethiopia may ban internal combustion engines, reports Electrek. “Ethiopia’s
Transport and Logistics Ministries have announced that automobiles cannot
enter Ethiopia, unless they are electric.”
UK scientists are reportedly preparing to experiment with solar
geoengineering as part of a £50 million government funded initiative. The
project is set to be given the go-ahead within weeks

On that note if you want to understand the strange new politics of geoengineering,
check out this by my colleague Ted Parson.

Thanks for reading this 100-day-long edition of The Drain.

https://www.sightline.org/2025/04/25/montanas-housing-miracle-strikes-twice/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/28042025/montana-republican-legislators-fight-back-after-youth-climate-lawsuit/
https://electrek.co/2024/02/02/it-begins-ethiopia-set-to-become-first-country-to-ban-internal-combustion-cars/
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/government
https://www.independent.co.uk/climate-change/earth-day-2025-trump-president-climate-b2737463.html
https://legal-planet.org/2025/04/30/the-politics-of-geoengineering-are-getting-stranger/

