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A San Joaquin Valley operation administered by BLM’s Bakersfield office. Photo: BLM

A court fight over oil drilling off the coast of Refugio State Beach near Santa
Barbara. Proposals to drill around public schools in Ojai and Los Osos. The potential
for oil operations directly adjacent to popular national monuments. New risks to our
ecosystems that sustain imperiled species like the California condor.

This is what “Drill, Baby, Drill” looks like so far in California and action is coming this
week.

Welcome to The Drain, a weekly roundup of environmental and climate
news. Subscribe to the newsletter here. 

Even if you’ve seen the headlines, heard the talking points, and fielded urgent NGO
fundraising appeals for months about how the Trump administration plans to open
public lands for oil drilling, it still hits different when it comes for your region.

Now, the Trump administration is reviving plans to expand oil drilling and fracking
across more than one million acres of public lands from the San Joaquin Valley up
the Central Coast to the San Francisco Bay Area. That includes about 850,000 acres
throughout California’s Central Valley and another 284,000 acres around the bucolic

https://legal-planet.org/the-drain/
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Central Coast. (It’s much larger when you factor in the acres of subsurface mineral
estate at issue.) The Bureau of Land Management published this notice and this
notice in the Federal Register on June 23. For one more week, BLM’s Bakersfield and
Central Coast offices respectively are accepting public comments on these two
proposals through Wednesday, July 23.

For some context: these revived plans come after a series of lawsuits filed by
environmental groups like Earthjustice over the past decade essentially stopped the
leasing of California’s federal lands for drilling, as Kurtis Alexander reports for the
San Francisco Chronicle.

iFrames are not supported on this page.

Los Padres ForestWatch has published this helpful map of the lands threatened
under the BLM Bakersfield office proposal — these are landscapes, ecosystems, and
rural communities from Cuyama to Carrizo Plain and from the Santa Ynez Valley to
the Ojai Valley. There’s a large swath of land near Lompoc that borders on, or even
includes, the Vandenberg Space Force Base. (Take a second to picture a SpaceX
Falcon 9 rocket launching above an oil field.)

“This is not just about one lease or one well—it’s about opening the door to
industrial development across landscapes that have remained wild and unspoiled
for generations,” Jeff Kuyper, executive director of Los Padres ForestWatch says.
His and several other groups are urging public comment in the remaining week.
One columnist at the not-particularly progressive Turlock Journal bemoaned that too
few residents in the San Joaquin Valley are aware of what exactly is being proposed
by BLM.

Many of these places are gorgeous and sensitive, but the one that gets me is the
Cuyama Valley, where my family routinely goes to help harvest grapes and olives at
a local vineyard called Condor’s Hope. That valley is an agricultural hot spot and
already faces groundwater concerns. The nearby Carrizo Plain National Monument is
full of rolling hills perfect for walking through patches of purple, yellow and orange
wildflowers without the threat of those gnarly pumpjacks that dot nearby Kern
County. And this area just barely escaped the Madre Fire, which chewed through
80,000 acres but thankfully stayed north of Highway 166. For this valley to fend off
drought, wildfire, and now oil drilling is fitting but infuriating.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/06/23/2025-11481/intent-to-prepare-the-bakersfield-field-office-oil-and-gas-supplemental-environmental-impact
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/06/23/2025-11478/intent-to-prepare-the-central-coast-field-office-oil-and-gas-supplemental-environmental-impact#addresses
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/06/23/2025-11478/intent-to-prepare-the-central-coast-field-office-oil-and-gas-supplemental-environmental-impact#addresses
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/trump-administration-eyes-california-for-new-oil-and-gas-drilling-including-bay-area/ar-AA1It8ct?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://forestwatch.org/news/trump-administration-resurrects-oil-drilling-threat-to-central-coast-public-lands/
https://www.edhat.com/news/trump-administration-resurrects-oil-drilling-threat-to-400000-acres-of-central-coast-public-lands/#comments
https://www.turlockjournal.com/opinion/editorial/its-drill-baby-drill-more-of-it-may-be-coming-soon-to-the-san-joaquin-valley/
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The Carrizo Plain National Monument. Photo: Evan George

In a somewhat different case along the Santa Barbara coast, environmental groups
and state officials have had some early success delaying Sable Offshore Corp., from
restarting an offshore pipeline system that infamously ruptured and caused the
massive Refugio oil spill in 2015. There too, we’re watching for action this week in
one of the early tests of how local communities in California can fend off renewed
oil operations in the Trump era.

Sable was fined $18 million by the Coastal Commission in April for repeatedly
violating the Coastal Act by repairing the pipelines without all the necessary
permits. There’s a hearing in that case next Wednesday, July 23. In a separate case
filed by the Environmental Defense Center and other local nonprofits, Sable was hit
with a temporary restraining order, as Grace Toohey has reported for the LA
Times. “Restarting this defective pipeline with no review and no way for the public
to weigh in is a danger to our coast, our climate, and people on the Central Coast,”
Linda Krop, Chief Counsel of the Environmental Defense Center, said in a recent

https://www.santabarbara.courts.ca.gov/tentative-ruling/25cv00974-0
https://www.environmentaldefensecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Lawsuit-v-OSFM_2025_04_15.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-06-04/legal-setback-delays-offshore-oil-restart-near-santa-barbara
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news release.

There’s a hearing in that case this Friday, the day the restraining order is set to
expire.

Here’s what else to watch for this week…

More California

In Sacramento, it’s a week of energy policy debate in the Capitol including:

SB 237: a proposal backed by Senate Pro Tem Mike McGuire to overhaul gas
regulations, being heard in the Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee.
Cap and trade: Both chambers hear their representative cap-and-trade
reauthorization proposals in the Assembly Natural Resources and Senate
Environmental Quality committees (Monique Limón’s SB 840 and Jacqui Irwin’s
AB 1207)
Energy affordability: Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris and Sen. Josh
Becker, chairs of each chamber’s energy and utility committee, will hear each

https://www.santabarbara.courts.ca.gov/tentative-ruling/25cv02247
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB237
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB840
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1207
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other’s energy affordability bills.

Not SB 540 though: Sen. Becker’s bill to create a West-wide energy market got
yanked from today’s Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee agenda, Politico
reports.

As for cap and trade, California may have lost up to $3 billion in revenue this year
due to delays updating the state’s cap-and-trade program, according to a report
just released by Clean and Prosperous California. That’s because of the big dip in
prices for carbon allowances.

Back to public lands, BLM will also hold a competitive geothermal lease sale on
Tuesday, August 26, 2025, offering 13 parcels totaling 23,000 acres across Imperial,
Lassen, and Modoc counties.

LAist climate reporter Erin Stone moderated this panel called “Six Months After the
Fires: Stories Shared, Lessons Learned” with panelists affected by various fires from
2017 to now.

The recent CEQA changes are not the major transformation you might think, so
don’t expect a huge rush of housing… My UCLA Law Jonathan Zasloff wrote at
Legal Planet about the limits of the recent CEQA reform and why he thinks zoning
codes must also be rethought.

Good News

In China, electric vehicle sales are currently on track to outpace gasoline car sales
this year, Bloomberg reports. EVs only accounted for about 30% of sales in China
last year so it’s a big jump. That’s good news for China because it will help curb
local air pollution and oil imports.

Bad News

In China, electric vehicle sales are currently on track to outpace gasoline car sales
this year. That’s bad news for the US, where EV sales are up just 6% and less than a
million electric vehicles were sold in all of North America.  Today China announced it
is moving to put new restrictions on its EV manufacturing technology to keep its leg
up.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB540
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2025/07/14/time-is-money-and-cap-and-trade-is-running-low-on-both-00452853?nname=california-climate&nid=00000189-315c-d8dd-a1ed-797dc9f10000&nrid=704da4cd-5504-4fc3-9ed9-61002c020156
https://thehill.com/policy/equilibrium-sustainability/5397517-california-cap-and-trade-emissions-newsom-trump-big-beautiful-bill/
https://www.blm.gov/announcement/blm-hold-august-2025-geothermal-lease-sale-california?utm_campaign=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8bv269IzXwFy4KBhBAhE3BI3LidyIRpPNw6RQDGPjOHBhY_uMgAHAdWYGqWMmF29XDzDlRxMuEQ1QW3VHP59TxIMBLXQ&_hsmi=371187099&utm_content=371187099&utm_source=hs_email
https://laist.com/news/climate-environment/advice-on-rebuilding-after-fires
https://legal-planet.org/2025/07/11/we-built-this-city-on-urban-form/
https://legal-planet.org/2025/07/11/we-built-this-city-on-urban-form/
https://d2qwfv04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/X+113/d2QWfV04/VVLtCv6K-hf_W57lkPk64lP4jW2sbCLr5z0RzpN3JhCFv5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3lXM_sZLkQ_4JfW49R2TV5rzxStW6HW2h14HJmH1W827H0N7GNGKXW2gSTHw3JSxhvW4tYvvM77rxQ-W6NjMSv5h28f3W7n_pPt1l7sh1W32Xxp66grCX4W1gF66b8ltRRDW6clrRp3dgGSGW68Xtdb8G6HpDW3V5vx84ZVDZ6MN24M7mlYJ-W7qx5S91-8LgfW8hYDYf5hgjz-W3Mbv0y6P7Pz5W3QWCRD6Lw-wjW6jc29c2FNv7FW8KH4ST85CGH7W4RhypW3bX96PW50gG4T2bMhHlVtx2hz1Yx9_SW8prWgv5_m4RlW3hB-Yz8KbrKyW8mRr9b4q8fNpW75ZFLj8NMKcPW55VHPw2XN94ZW4FFvmG8fVbB6VsgGnY66PTX4Vtk80D78jLKXW9lKp4C5pmx75W6JGm7r3BDP_BW1xmg9x1wskVgf4z80P404
https://d2qwfv04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/X+113/d2QWfV04/VVLtCv6K-hf_W57lkPk64lP4jW2sbCLr5z0RzpN3JhCFv5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3lXM_sZLkQ_4JfW49R2TV5rzxStW6HW2h14HJmH1W827H0N7GNGKXW2gSTHw3JSxhvW4tYvvM77rxQ-W6NjMSv5h28f3W7n_pPt1l7sh1W32Xxp66grCX4W1gF66b8ltRRDW6clrRp3dgGSGW68Xtdb8G6HpDW3V5vx84ZVDZ6MN24M7mlYJ-W7qx5S91-8LgfW8hYDYf5hgjz-W3Mbv0y6P7Pz5W3QWCRD6Lw-wjW6jc29c2FNv7FW8KH4ST85CGH7W4RhypW3bX96PW50gG4T2bMhHlVtx2hz1Yx9_SW8prWgv5_m4RlW3hB-Yz8KbrKyW8mRr9b4q8fNpW75ZFLj8NMKcPW55VHPw2XN94ZW4FFvmG8fVbB6VsgGnY66PTX4Vtk80D78jLKXW9lKp4C5pmx75W6JGm7r3BDP_BW1xmg9x1wskVgf4z80P404
https://electrek.co/2025/07/14/ev-sales-hit-9-1m-globally-in-h1-2025-but-the-us-just-hit-the-brakes/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/15/business/china-electric-vehicle-battery-manufacturing.html
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FEMA, Floods, and Fires

FEMA did not answer nearly two-thirds of calls to its disaster assistance line a whole
2 days after the catastrophic Texas floods, according to documents reviewed by
Maxine Joselow at The New York Times. Contractors who handle call centers had
been fired. In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” DHS Sec. Kristi Noem denied
that a memo she issued requiring her to approve FEMA expenditures over $100,000
had caused the agency to move more slowly.

Flash floods are among the trickiest climate-fueled disasters to plan for, but one
country that has done a better job than most is Japan, the NYT writes.

Turns out that Texas has given up $225 million in federal aid in the last decade that
Washington had granted it to ready communities for disasters, according to records
reviewed by Thomas Frank and Mike Lee for Climate Wire.

In the wake of the Texas floods, Nick Gerda at LAist explains the flood
infrastructure and management systems in place in Southern California, especially
the flood risks to the Whittier Narrows Dam above Pico Rivera.

My colleague Cara Horowitz is quoted in a UCLA Newsroom media advisory of
expert opinion on the Texas floods. “For decades, Americans have relied on the
federal government for help before, during and after disasters strike,” she says.
“Now, communities around the U.S. need more support than ever to help forecast
and prepare for the growing number of climate-fueled disasters and then, when
these tragedies strike, to help recover from them.”

This firsthand account of a family waking up in the middle of the July 4th flash flood
and congregating at the kitchen island only to have the house be carried away
down the river is a riveting read and a horrifying reminder of the power of rushing
water. It’s by Aaron Parsley in Texas Monthly.

And this is not The Onion: Six Republican members of Congress who just voted to
slash US climate policies in the tax bill wrote a letter to Canada’s embassy “on
behalf of constituents who have had to deal with suffocating Canadian wildfire
smoke filling the air to begin the summer,” appealing to Canadian Ambassador
Kirsten Hillman to do more to prevent wildfire smoke.

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/11/climate/fema-missed-calls-texas-floods.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20250713&instance_id=158410&nl=climate-forward&regi_id=60496994&segment_id=201790&user_id=bcf044466bae53a95fcca18adbfdd0ca
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/12/climate/flash-floods-disaster-prevention.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20250713&instance_id=158410&nl=climate-forward&regi_id=60496994&segment_id=201790&user_id=bcf044466bae53a95fcca18adbfdd0ca
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.lWesBdxv006jasBZWiiGk9P_ybPe2CGyS-6CLrg5BxYWkXV4TejjmX9mNkoHKTH4RO-myNpL2yYDmhzTtIATY_ZqkQlGNxFqWrpdqdQbkBjOkPJZWz_cKTKWKOk91ri3UrOQnLsX6l3_2HK6wrc9CIX9TlnaksEWGoISM_AK7healTLJ0AS6HcqQbOgKejpw/4i6/J_E5ALepTZCsp_IjW61ZwA/h2/h001.M3IWsf1mUI2Sj1K0LlVS_oPbJ4UuEqcJWNl4cCLFgBY
https://laist.com/news/climate-environment/4-things-to-know-about-socal-floods
https://newsroom.ucla.edu/advisories/ucla-experts-texas-floods-the-weather-service-and-disaster-alerts
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/texas-flood-firsthand-account/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/czjkgg0kk3lo
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Fallout from the GOP Tax Bill

That tax and spending bill is going to make it much harder for states to reach their
environmental goals and clean energy ambitions. That includes California, as
covered by LAT, Minnesota, covered here by Minn Post, and even Texas which
stands to lose as much as 77 gigawatts of electricity capacity, as covered by the
Houston Chronicle.

Columbia’s Center on Global Energy Policy published a blog series, featuring
six contributions from CGEP scholars, analyzing the potential impacts of the law
across a range of sectors from EVs to carbon capture.

Here’s a cheat sheet on what tax incentives disappear from Canary Media.

https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-07-11/fires-floods-and-forestlands-state-officials-alarmed-by-federal-threats-to-californias-environment
https://www.minnpost.com/politics-policy/2025/07/understanding-how-the-big-beautiful-bill-unsettles-minnesotas-clean-energy-goals/?utm_campaign=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--HHhdreYZYR3qCZdDb4YUBAinGao0ULHhQ7o4b2OQi8A-aLSnOV4JYHEHDeF7wz2VDO3clFLm7HjUH6DymcgINo0deOA&_hsmi=370877892&utm_content=370877892&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/texans-could-see-higher-energy-costs-as-trump-s-big-beautiful-bill-slows-clean-energy-growth-report-says/ar-AA1IvEfv?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.energypolicy.columbia.edu/assessing-the-energy-impacts-of-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act/
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/tax-credit-changes-trump-law?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--Af3E4GJzC3IjuH1aypwfGQtRwpZjC92uI7FEbXSHNAax8nRChFjr7glLo3o4WSewEDeMRt3Tet9dd36uRHHU7d4q-HQ&_hsmi=371380683&utm_source=newsletter
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Legislation & Litigation

Senator Edward Markey of Massachusetts and Representative Nanette Barragán
from California introduced a resolution last week that recognizes climate change as
a growing threat to public health and calls for a coordinated federal strategy led by
the Department of Health and Human Services to protect communities from
extreme heat and other worsening climate-fueled harms.

Today (Wednesday), Senator Jeff Merkley and colleagues will introduce concurrent
resolutions in the Senate and the House that “recognize children’s fundamental
rights to life and a stable climate system.” Merkley is expected to be joined by
youth plaintiffs from Lighthiser v. Trump, a constitutional right to life lawsuit
challenging the Trump Administration’s executive actions. The case follows in the
footsteps of Juliana v. US.

Montana, Florida, and Louisiana are among the 19 Republican-led states seeking to
sign onto the motion filed last week in Montana federal court to intervene as
defendants in Lighthiser v. Trump.

Coming up on July 23, the top United Nations court will issue a nonbinding opinion
on countries’ legal obligation to fight climate change, a decision expected to be
cited in climate change-driven litigation around the world, Reuters reports. It’s
expected to address whether the biggest polluting nations should be liable for
damages to small island states.

Energy etc.

Tuesday, Trump announced $70 billion in AI-related energy investments during a
visit to Pennsylvania. The investments will include new data centers, power
generation expansion, and grid infrastructure upgrades. Meta confirmed this week
the details of its AI expansion plans, which will require 2 gigawatts of new gas-fired
electricity, Heatmap News reports. Google announced $25 B in data centers and AI
infrastructure.

Amid the recent 100-degree heat in New England, solar panels and batteries helped
keep AC running while reducing costly fossil-fuel generation, Canary Media reports.

Here in California, more than 9 out of 10 days so far this year have been powered
by 100% clean energy for at least some part of the day. In 2025, California’s grid

https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/sen-markey-and-rep-barragan-introduce-resolution-to-confront-rising-public-health-threats-from-climate-change
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Femail.ourchildrenstrust.org%2Fc%2FeJxsykGWgyAMANDTyK6-JBDQBYvZ9B4xBPU9p-1DrNefC8z-lyxB4yLOMiYm8jMDuy1zZIKpplSrFORZY6UwM1IMPhqo2zMBMSRE9IjBjymAsi1xglJMJxgCvK-m236UZq-zt-vs47ut7shb759z8D8DPQd63vc9_isHeh77uvVtP609vo_ert-Pa9m-8hpXe7fVhgCH3OOlh4xWLtdz1aCGUcoEi87CoEzTXEhR2CCy61nivFgIpdaQKnhUwgSJmUSKFwH3zfQXAAD__w3tVfQ&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7Ce09490d4a27642643e9708ddc07c7cf3%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638878363084217692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pcIr%2FPI86cS9lGq7r2gX1wLb3D4q%2BtTj2hbD2nELSvI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/citation/BNA%200000018f62f6debfa3efeeffb6f40001
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/citation/BNA%200000018f62f6debfa3efeeffb6f40001
https://aboutblaw.com/biPC
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/cop/world-court-issue-climate-change-opinion-july-23-2025-07-07/
https://heatmap.news/sparks/meta-prometheus-hyperion-gas?utm_campaign=heatmap_am&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-98kPm-OKgYB4sc-SoulMuRMzuSVqlohDRuCUMWL7XaYeaE48-cMoWJWZieLMAcASfxpd-rdM5V7L8hmGlcKTv_iVGK4w&_hsmi=371363647&utm_content=371363647&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/07/15/google-to-invest-25-billion-in-data-centers-ai-infrastructure-in-pjm.html
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/northeast-heat-wave-solar-battery-benefits


What does ‘Drill, Baby, Drill’ Mean in California? | 9

ran on 100% clean electricity for an average of 7 hours a day, according to data
compiled by the California Energy Commission and put out by the governor’s office.
And in 2023, two-thirds of California’s energy (a whopping 67%) came from carbon-
free sources.

Oregon lawmakers meanwhile have passed two bills (HB 2065 and HB 2066 ) that
experts are calling “first in the nation.” Utility Dive reports that they will make
communities more resilient as the state’s grid faces rising electricity demand, more
frequent extreme weather events and repeated public safety power shutoffs to
mitigate wildfire risk.

A new report from the nonprofit American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy
assesses a handful of new technologies including window unit heat pumps that
could help decarbonize large multi-unit residential buildings. As someone who has
followed this industry for several years, Heatmap News’ Emily Pontecorvo writes
“I was especially wowed by how well the new window heat pumps have performed.”

Pontecorvo also has a definitive look (as definitive as I’ve seen so far) at how
much Inflation Reduction Act money the Biden administration actually got out the
door before leaving office. That number is about $61.7 billion with Trump’s tax
measure clawing back 31.7 billion.

Speaking of heat pumps, they are already beating out traditional gas appliances,
but would they be doing even better in the US with a cooler (ahem) and more
accurate name? Shannon Osaka explores this for the Washington Post. I like
David Ho’s preferred name “Icy Hot Fan Blasters.” And the NYT has a 2-question
quiz to help consumers decide whether they should get a heat pump. Although
Question 1 is missing a multiple-choice answer that applies to my own home (we
have no heating other than a space heater.)

State utility regulators and environmental groups have filed rehearing requests with
the Department of Energy pushing back on directives trying to keep dirty power
plants on the grid, Jeff St. John reports at Canary Media.

Other items worth your time

The relatively new executive director of the Sierra Club, Ben Jealous, is on leave as
of Friday afternoon, the organization confirmed. In a letter from one local executive
committee critical of Jealous that was seen by The New York Times, some members

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/07/10/california-scores-more-clean-energy-records-9-in-10-days-this-year-partially-powered-by-100-clean-energy/
https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/clean-energy-serving-california/estimated-annual-clean-energy
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2065/Enrolled
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2066/Enrolled
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/oregon-legislature-passes-first-in-nation-microgrid-framework/752932/
https://www.aceee.org/research-report/b2506
https://heatmap.news/sustainability/window-heat-pumps-aceee
https://heatmap.news/politics/ira-funds-obligated
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2023/04/27/heat-pump-name-air-conditioning/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/07/16/upshot/heat-pumps.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/07/16/upshot/heat-pumps.html
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/state-utility-oms-doe-emergency-campbell-michigan-power-plant/751701/
https://earthjustice.org/press/2025/ten-groups-push-back-against-trumps-illegal-campbell-plant-extension
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/motion-to-intervene-and-request-for-rehearing-public-interest-orgs-eddystone-202c.pdf
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/fossil-fuels/trump-coal-plant-order-challenges?amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_campaign=canary&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--nKl-HhiPgkVYxEkYUL3Ps1FZLidKAxpLpYBAyOIZzx_XqekshKBV5sqeauvR2szhzDFBdlr7k3vFzPPdDRagT9aXGlw&_hsmi=370877892&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/11/climate/ben-jealous-sierra-club.html
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criticized his strategic vision, fund-raising efforts, and hiring of a senior staff
member who was registered as a lobbyist for the cryptocurrency firm Crypto.com.

Sammy Roth had a fascinating Boiling Point column connecting the dots between
ICE raids and environmental justice using the LA Dodgers as the conduit. “Owning
up to Chavez Ravine’s sordid history would be a great step. So would getting rid of
the 76 ads,” Roth writes. (I wrote about the climate implications of ICE raids back in
June here.)

Meanwhile, rather than address their Big Oil greenwashing, the Los Angeles
Dodgers Foundation is promoting something called the “Recycling Challenge,”
whereby youth baseball players are encouraged to take bottles and cans to a
recycling center, get a receipt, and bring it to their coach in order to compete for
throwing out the first pitch. This sounds like a pretty decent environmental
awareness campaign for the 1980s. Is this really all they can come up with in 2025?

Climate Action Campaign, a coalition of 12 environmental groups, has compiled a
long list of actions and events that people can participate in to stay active on
climate issues.

California officials are on high alert for golden mussels, a thimble-sized invasive
species that could wreak havoc on California’s water system, Rachel Becker
reports for CalMatters.

A new art exhibit opened this past week at Descanso Gardens titled “Roots of Cool:
A Celebration of Trees and Shade in a Warming World” and it was co-curated by
UCLA Luskin’s Edith de Guzman and her artist partner Jolly de Guzman. A write-
up in LAT finds the exhibition highlights all-women artists “who provoke visitors to
contemplate the pressing issue of shade equity, the unequal access to cooling
shade across urban neighborhoods, and what a tree and shade filled future can look
like for LA.

Media Industry News

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/11/climate/ben-jealous-sierra-club.html
https://www.latimes.com/environment/newsletter/2025-07-10/the-dodgers-lobbied-on-a-chavez-ravine-reparations-bill-they-wont-say-how
https://legal-planet.org/2025/06/17/fascism-is-bad-for-the-climate/
https://linktr.ee/actonclimateus
https://calmatters.org/environment/water/2025/07/golden-mussel-california-water-supplies-spread-inspections/
https://www.descansogardens.org/visit/sturt-haaga-gallery/2025-exhibitions/#roots
https://www.descansogardens.org/visit/sturt-haaga-gallery/2025-exhibitions/#roots
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-07-12/art-show-climate-solutions-descanso-gardens
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The Senate is moving to vote this week on the Trump administration’s request to
claw back federal funding for NPR and PBS. It will devastate small local member
stations, like those in Alaska and other rural areas.

News industry executives are starting to freak out about “Google Zero,” a term
popularized by The Verge’s Nilay Patel to describe the moment when Google stops
sending any referral traffic to third-party sites. A new report from Similarweb finds
that since the launch of Google’s AI Overviews in May 2024, the proportion of news-
related searches that don’t result in any click-throughs to publisher websites has
jumped to nearly 69 per cent from 56 per cent. David Skok, CEO of the Canadian
site The Logic, writes about what happens to digital news outlets when readers stop
clicking on links.

To battle this “traffic apocalypse,” media outlets are deploying various strategies to
maintain a direct connection with readers, including a focus on having their own
app, and “squeezing more juice out of newsletter lists,” says Intelligencer.

“The only AI-related business strategy that makes any sense whatsoever is one
where media companies and journalists go to great pains to show their audiences

https://www.adn.com/politics/2025/07/14/alaska-stations-warn-of-impacts-as-us-senate-prepares-to-vote-on-cutting-public-media-funding/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theverge.com%2F24167865%2Fgoogle-zero-search-crash-housefresh-ai-overviews-traffic-data-audience&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7Cccafbe3771414d85514f08ddbe324bbc%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638875845440673479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QuFN%2BJ8aFGamuwj%2Bz8pTnP2rVm99PFZnffzNympMR6o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.similarweb.com%2Fcorp%2Freports%2Fgenerative-ai-publishers%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7Cccafbe3771414d85514f08ddbe324bbc%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638875845440695688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HRaIbp8FB9XeFHN4tFlxrzCWwEQnYUEgWQwjzhKZT%2BA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthelogic.co%2Fcomment%2Fai-journalism-letter-editor%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7Cccafbe3771414d85514f08ddbe324bbc%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638875845440717576%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ix9P5cwjx9%2FeR54iVG1VtPwUyjHatoL9%2FMs72yM6Pes%3D&reserved=0
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/inside-the-medias-traffic-apocalypse.html
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that they are human beings, and that the work they are doing is worth supporting
because it is human work that is vital to their audiences,” writes Jason Koebler for
404 Media.

https://www.404media.co/the-medias-pivot-to-ai-is-not-real-and-not-going-to-work/?ref=daily-stories-newsletter

