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The United Nations mega-conference focused on climate change known as COP
(“Conference of the Parties”) is well underway in Belém, Brazil with 193 countries
plus the EU, 57 heads of state, 39 ministers and hundreds of governors, mayors,
and local officials participating. Two of my UCLA Law colleagues are on the ground
in Belém this week and will be sharing updates. Despite — nay, because of — the
Trump administration’s absence, media interest in the climate summit is high.

“Are COPs still worthwhile?” is one underlying narrative in the media coverage.
Skepticism is understandable.

The climate talks feel both more urgent and more depressing this year: 2025 is set
to be the second or third warmest year on record. The United States — a
superpower and super emitter — is not attending. That despite the fact that
pollsters have found that 79% of U.S. registered voters support the United States’
participation in the Paris Climate Agreement, and 65% opposed Trump’s decision to



https://yale.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=78464048a89f4b58b97123336&id=b8d9cfb675&e=212a6c4ceb
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again withdraw from the Agreement.

On the one hand, it is helpful to not have Trump representatives in Brazil bullying
other countries out of climate action at a time when renewable energy is truly
hitting its stride. On the other hand, many nations are showing up in Belém with
watered-down climate goals on this 10th anniversary of world powers signing the
Paris Agreement. We’'re not on track to reduce planet-warming emissions as
planned, though it certainly could be worse. IEA’s World Energy Outlook, released
last night, finds oil and gas demand will likely keep rising through 2050 under
nations’ current policies. Given this context, what can states like California
accomplish by attending?

(We interrupt this column with a public service announcement. Here’s how
to pronounce Belém: beh-LEYN not bell-EM. Keep an open mouth on the
soft second-syllable, more like an “n” sound than an “m” sound. We now
return to our regularly scheduled programming.)



https://apnews.com/article/climate-negotiations-agreement-paris-brazil-warming-harms-d56626cd6f7f1f8e5c1a9afbde9d5198
https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/af5ac385-8fce-4cc7-8c73-107a3aade95e/WorldEnergyOutlook2025.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QOaJIx80eM&t=1s
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California is filling the power vacuum left by Trump. “In California we continue to
believe, by an overwhelming majority, that confronting climate change and
accelerating clean energy deployment is not only an environmental priority, but a
moral, an economic, and a public health imperative,” State Sen. Josh Becker said
in his opening remarks in Belém. Becker is one of two climate-focused California
legislators attending, along with Sen. Henry Stern.

Gov. Gavin Newsom is leading a delegation of state officials that includes Natural
Resources Secretary Wade Crowfoot, California Department of Food and
Agriculture Secretary Karen Ross, California Public Utilities Commission President
Alice Reynolds, California Air Resources Board Chair Lauren Sanchez, and Tribal
Affairs Secretary Christina Snider-Ashtari. “The United States of America better
wake up,” Newsom told a packed room during one of his appearances. “It’s not
about electric power. It's about economic power. We, as the state of California, are
not going to cede that race to China.” It’'s Newsom’s first time attending the climate
summit and he’s getting a lot of mileage out of being there, but it's hardly new for
California to be well represented. Newsom follows in the footsteps of both Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Jerry Brown.

Besides assuring the rest of the world that there are still trustworthy American
partners on climate action, state leaders at COP forge partnerships and sign
agreements with other subnational, and even national, governments. MOUs on
things like methane and 30x30 conservation, and cap-and-invest. Legislators can
be exposed to legislative solutions that work abroad and bring them back home.
Sen. Anna Caballero, a Democrat from Merced, told CalMatters that she traveled to
the UN summit in Dubai two years ago looking for climate solutions that would keep
workers in her region employed as the state transitions away from fossil fuels. That
story includes the voices of some Republicans and environmental justice organizers
who question the practical value of sending a delegation. It’s true, the climate
summit can be performative. Just look at the bombastic social media presence of
Governor Helder Barbalho of the state of Para, where COP is being held, who has
been hanging out with Newsom. But isn’t hamming it up part of the job of being a
governor?

“l think they can have a real impact. | think it's very important,” former Secretary of
State John Kerry told NPR about local officials showing up at COP.

That’s why the UN and COP-host Brazil should be doing more to bring state leaders
and subnational governments to the table. My UCLA colleague Jason Gray has a


https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/11/climate/gavin-newsom-cop30-belem-climate.html
https://calmatters.org/environment/climate-change/2025/11/california-newsom-belem-climate-conference/
https://calmatters.org/environment/climate-change/2025/11/california-newsom-belem-climate-conference/
https://calmatters.org/environment/climate-change/2025/11/california-newsom-belem-climate-conference/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQ8CwcykQpF/
https://www.instagram.com/helderbarbalho/
https://www.npr.org/2025/11/10/nx-s1-5603424/former-sec-of-state-john-kerry-reflects-on-the-u-s-skipping-un-climate-talks
https://theconversation.com/a-bold-new-investment-fund-aims-to-channel-billions-into-tropical-forest-protection-one-key-change-can-make-it-better-269374
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suggestion for how the just-launched Tropical Forests Forever Facility can be
improved: include state- and provincial-level governments in decisions about how
payments will be used and ensure those funds make it to the people taking action
in their territories. Read his Op-ed at The Conversation.

Another trend I'm watching this year is the big focus on methane. Bloomberg
Philanthropies and a network of partners including the UN Environment
Programme’s IMEO, Carbon Mapper and the Global Methane Hub, announced
a $100 million initiative to expand global satellite monitoring capabilities for
methane emissions. Brazil, China, and the UK co-hosted a Methane Summit
featuring initiatives to slow the pace of climate change and deliver immediate
benefits for air quality, food security, and public health. This is important because
reducing methane is like pulling the emergency brake on climate change.

Then there are the lobbyists. Admittedly, COPs have become a lot like the World
Cup: an international spectacle corrupted by fossil fuel persuasion. There’s plenty of
evidence of behind-the-scenes obstruction at COP. (Exhibit A: The new Drilled
podcast, “The Corruption of COP.”) But one group missing in action this year is oil
company CEOs, who've taken cues from Trump and decided to skip.

It'll be worth watching how fossil fuel disinformation is handled during the
conference. Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has named COP30 “the
COP of Truth” that would “impose a new defeat on the deniers” who “reject not only
the evidence of science, but also the progress of multilateralism” and “control
algorithms, sow hatred and spread fear” and “attack institutions, science and
universities,” notes CAAD. And by holding COP “in the heart of the Amazon,” Brazil
has promised to elevate the voices of Indigenous people. I'm also watching what
comes out of “Climate Justice Day” at COP.



https://theconversation.com/a-bold-new-investment-fund-aims-to-channel-billions-into-tropical-forest-protection-one-key-change-can-make-it-better-269374
https://theconversation.com/a-bold-new-investment-fund-aims-to-channel-billions-into-tropical-forest-protection-one-key-change-can-make-it-better-269374
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/mikebloomberg_cutting-methane-is-one-of-the-fastest-most-activity-7392141010459586560-UC12?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABSV8sEBAR_1rw6_A3YCrmGJxr6TBBhS6Bk
https://drilled.media/podcasts/drilled/14/s14-ep10
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/12/business/un-climate-corporate-executives.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/12/business/un-climate-corporate-executives.html
https://caad.acemlna.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GE6VXKf6pN-__9FV.J0133Titf1kPlgZHc5JFnM5pR--Uy7wehxPbKRikAnA-Y1ZIHEJ3js5Y39ydtG
https://caad.acemlna.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GE6VXKf6pN-__9FV.J0133Titf1kPlgZHc5JFnM5pR--Uy7wehxPbKRikAnA-Y1ZIHEJ3js5Y39ydtG
https://caad.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=3636638817772e42b59d74cff571fbb3.168&s=ed26475d4042931c3977da96d79c085a
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tXuW_fDko1SI4_chIDC1S92BURK2YCad/view
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Also filling the power vacuum is China, which has the largest delegation at COP30
after Brazil and brings good tidings. China’s carbon dioxide emissions have now
been flat or actually falling for 18 months, according to this analysis published
Tuesday by Carbon Brief. China has more than 200 green industrial projects in the
pipeline for producing lower-carbon chemicals, fuels, and building materials,
according to Canary’s Maria Galluchi.

Festivities aside, COP is still the main decision-making body of the UNFCCC. It's the
one arena where all the players in climate politics are present and activated. COPs
are indeed tortuous and often tedious, writes Fiona Harvey at the Guardian. “COPs
will not solve the climate crisis by themselves, but it looks unlikely that the problem
can be solved without COPs.” With 56,118 delegates registered, COP30 is expected
to be the second-largest COP in history, according to a Carbon Brief analysis of


https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-chinas-co2-emissions-have-now-been-flat-or-falling-for-18-months/
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-industry/top-countries-decarbonize-factories-china
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-which-countries-have-sent-the-most-delegates-to-cop30/

Good COP, Bad COP in Belém, Brazil | 6

registrations. There’'s a compelling case to be made for changing the format and the
cadence of COPs. (Twice a year, anyone?) And this year’s record-number of “virtual
delegates” watching from afar shows that some are taking that to heart.

So, is COP good or bad? Obviously, it's both. Is COP still worthwhile? As the old
saying goes, if you're not at the table, you’'re on the menu.

Welcome to The Drain, a weekly roundup of environmental and climate
news. Our song this week is the admittedly on-the-nose “Kyoto Now!” by
Bad Religion.

Energy & Climate Politics

Climate was a winner in last week’s election when Democratic candidates swept to
victory in key races and even down-ballot races like a Georgia public utilities
commission race (and in election coverage).

True, climate change was rarely mentioned during New York Mayor-elect Zohran
Mamdani’'s campaign, but many of his biggest pitches like the free fare bus program
and green schools have the co-benefits of climate action.

TIME magazine looked at the climate undertones in Mamdani’s campaign.
Meanwhile Heatmap News’ Robinson Meyer [ooked at Mamdani’s past climate
activism, including his early days in the New York State Assembly in 2021 “when
Mamdani placed himself at the forefront of the debate over the future of fossil fuels
in New York’s energy system.” As he takes office, he won't likely stay so silent on
climate. A Sunrise Movement spokesperson observed that “Zohran was talking
about climate action in a way people could understand, and people were able to see
the impacts of this climate action in their everyday lives.”

In New Jersey, Democratic Rep. Mikie Sherrill campaigned heavily on electricity
rates, vowing to declare a state of emergency on utility costs on her first day in
office and institute a utility rate freeze, Hayley Smith notes. Sherill’'s vanquished
GOP opponent ran on banning offshore wind, so the election is a boost for wind,
writes Clare Fieseler at Canary.

In Virginia, Democrat Abigail Spanberger focused on affordability in energy and said
she would expand and incentivize the development of solar energy projects, along
with technologies such as fusion, geothermal and hydrogen. Though could having a


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LzMG5WjXcy0&t=89s
https://time.com/7331331/mamdani-nyc-climate-action-mayor/
https://heatmap.news/politics/zohran-mamdani-climate
https://grist.org/politics/it-was-a-very-good-election-for-the-climate/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-11-05/energy-affordability-wins-big-on-election-day
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/offshore-wind/mikie-sherrill-new-jersey-governor-renewables
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Democrat lead a state be a new liability for energy projects facing Trump ire?
Barclays’ analysts, Axios reports, call the election a “mixed result” for Dominion’s
Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind project that’s under construction.

In Georgia, the election of two new public service commissioners represents a
“seismic change” in the state’s energy landscape and “reflects a new politics of
electricity in America,” writes Emily Pontecorvo. There, democrats Alicia Johnson
and Peter Hubbard campaigned to protect ratepayers from skyrocketing energy bills
through more renewable energy. Relief won't come right away, and Republicans still
control 3 of the 5 seats.

Energy regulators and state officials could demand that Al data centers get off the
grid and rely on battery power during about 50-60 hours a year of peak use, and
save everyone money, NPR’s Scott Horseley reports, citing Severin Borenstein.

Recent analyses show a growing gap between the rates charged by investor-owned
utilities and those of publicly owned electricity providers, writes Blanca Begert for
Inside Climate News. The story is based on two recent Emmett Institute policy
papers by Ruthie Lazenby and Denise Grab, who are quoted.

In Massachusetts, lawmakers are weighing a bill that would allow 10 more cities and
towns to prohibit the use of fossil fuels in new construction through an existing pilot
program, Sarah Shemkus reports at Canary Media.

California and LA


https://www.axios.com/newsletters/axios-future-of-energy-526f9c60-ba58-11f0-9193-b36673d14378.html
https://heatmap.news/politics/alicia-johnson-peter-hubbard-georgia-public-service-commission-results
https://www.ajc.com/business/2025/11/what-georgia-democrats-psc-wins-will-and-wont-mean-for-your-power-bills/
https://www.npr.org/2025/11/06/nx-s1-5597971/electricity-bills-utilities-ai
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/05112025/california-investor-owned-utilities-vs-public-utilities/
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/carbon-free-buildings/massachusetts-bill-allow-more-local-gas-bans
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Why has California, despite ambitious climate goals, struggled to reduce driving
distances and increase infill development? Brookings researchers Ben Swedberg
and Adie Tomer identify 18 specific issues across five categories that combine to
stymie California’s climate ambitions.

As Washington retreats, California could lead on carbon-controlling regulation. It's a
silver-lining from Trump’s EPA dumping the endangerment finding. “All options are
currently on the table,” Lauren Sanchez, chair of the California Air Resources Board,
told CalMatters in an interview. My Emmett Institute colleague Ann Carlson, a
former federal official and expert on the Clean Air Act “first floated this idea,”
Alejandro Lazo reports.

And yet, the Interior Department could announce as soon as this week a plan to
allow new oil and gas drilling off the California coast for the first time in decades,
three people briefed on the matter told the NY Times. There’s already a full-on legal
fight over offshore drilling near Santa Barbara and Newsom says such a plan is
“dead on arrival.”

The SCAQMD approved a 5-year agreement with the ports of LA and Long Beach


https://www.brookings.edu/articles/californias-road-to-climate-progress-part-2/
https://laist.com/news/climate-environment/trump-epa-california-greenhouse-gases
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/11/climate/offshore-drilling-california-trump-newsom.html
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that requires them to develop plans that set capacity targets and timelines for
switching from diesel equipment to electric and hydrogen technologies. Some
environmental groups say it falls short. My UCLA colleagues set out
recommendations 2 years ago in a policy paper called “A Heavy Lift.”

Sen. Monique Limon, California’s new Senate Pro Tempore and a climate hawk,
sat down with Noah Baustin for Politico’s California Climate newsletter to talk
about priorities, oil and gas, and safety concerns.

New insurance regulations pushed by Ricardo Lara were supposed to ensure that
homeowners in fire zones would have coverage available. But companies can still
avoid serving many high-risk areas, a New York Times investigation found. Lara
responded on X. The Eaton Fire Survivors Network held an event last week calling
on Lara to resign.

Santa Barbara County’s Board of Supervisors voted last week against Sable
Offshore Corp. in its request to transfer local operating permits for its three newly
acquired platforms off the Santa Barbara coast.

But that’s nothing compared to the scathing and bizarre allegations reported by a
unique investigative outfit called Hunterbrook. Sable “leaked key info to investors
including golfer Phil Mickerson,” Hunterbrook reports, even posting leaked audio of
the investor calls. Sable’s stock price has been tumbling since, Politico reported
afterward.

Climate Interventions


https://law.ucla.edu/news/heavy-lift-policy-solutions-accelerate-deployment-zero-emission-cargo-handling-equipment-ports-long-beach-and-los-angeles-and-beyond
https://law.ucla.edu/news/heavy-lift-policy-solutions-accelerate-deployment-zero-emission-cargo-handling-equipment-ports-long-beach-and-los-angeles-and-beyond
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2025/11/07/californias-next-senate-leader-talks-budget-oil-00643464
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/los-angeles-california-fire-insurance-regulations.html
https://x.com/icricardolara/status/1984637461059051673?s=46
https://hntrbrk.com/sable-2/
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr3_CiPWnxnTe7CtDqtIhYKWA6Tc3uW7Mjte6oGZP9KY0ncup4PE6CU7NlFL4k-uil9UVSjEhChTukLJdlClD-0jj15lntZs8hYai6L67b4KbZkXo8e3FnhAVwqSFPOGY35_VXmTA-jKLC-Po2aqAbNq8LB9MJOX_GsOJuGt7bEdnyhKOUe9wXxrgTibYpzMoMpgE3vbgHGtW_sP3xbqINyqaVIXxIq6froESzwgtHMQzcp9JPVKH3mwEntLMlJRYKFA/4lc/BFwHeaJ7T527tXEGPX00Ng/h1/h001.RnJ6Pa1Or7GBmRQUGWpAPZoyMDIcnXbQLJ8tXpq_QY0
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Stardust Solutions, an American-Israeli geoengineering startup seeking U.S.
government contracts, has quietly begun lobbying on Capitol Hill but the firm seems
to have failed to disclose said lobbying “due to a clerical error.” Not a good start for
this new wave of for-profit startups looking to build trust in its plans to cool the

planet. There’s already plenty of confusion and conspiracy injected by right-wing
players.

brh

Some notable scientists who have worked on solar geoengineering research for
decades wrote a warning for MIT Technology Review against these emerging efforts
to start and fund private companies to build technologies that could alter the
climate of the planet. “ We also strongly dispute some of the technical claims that
certain companies have made about their offerings,” David Keith and Daniel
Visioni write.

My Emmett Institute colleague Ted Parson dissects why it's concerning that
private startups like Stardust are moving into this space.


https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/11/05/geoengineering-startup-hires-powerhouse-lobbying-firm-00635123
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.technologyreview.com%2F2025%2F11%2F04%2F1127532%2Fwhy-the-for-profit-race-into-solar-geoengineering-is-bad-for-science-and-public-trust%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C65e48ca270354f9dc7bb08de1c01c314%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638978991062884070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xXE9GVUxzMdZv6g%2BdxAeLYSJ4v68mbXfz2M1xxFiKxE%3D&reserved=0
https://legal-planet.org/2025/11/11/should-private-firms-be-involved-in-cooling-the-planet/
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Trump administration

Today is Day 43 of the federal government shutdown under a Republican president,
House, and Senate — and it might be the last. But it’'s done a number on the
country.

At EPA, operations are “slowly grinding to a halt” and the publication of proposed
and final rules in the Federal Register has slowed to a trickle.

At the Interior Department, 29,000 employees have been on furlough since Oct. 1,
but the department “has barreled ahead with Trump priorities, including energy
development.” That’s according to E&E News, which did a roundup of the impact on
various energy and environment agencies.

Interior Secretary Doug Burgum has been flying around the Middle East and Europe
promoting American oil and gas, with stops in Abu Dhabi for a major oil summit and
in Athens for a global energy gathering. “There is no energy transition — there is
just energy addition,” Burgum said in Athens.

The Trump administration is about to force coal plants to stay open past their
closing dates which Jeff St. John refers to as “an unprecedented intervention in the
power sector that is already making energy even more expensive for Americans.”

And the US Geological Survey added “metallurgical coal” to the federal
government’s list of critical minerals. (They weren’t forced to call it “beautiful clean
coal.”)


https://www.eenews.net/articles/record-smashing-shutdown-hits-energy-enviro-work/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/04/climate/interior-secretary-travel-shutdown.html
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/fossil-fuels/trump-colorado-coal-stay-open-orders

