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| spent much of 2024 warning about the nihilistic goals of Project 2025 and then
spent 2025 watching a lot of it come true. Our collective project for 2026 is to settle
on solid alternatives to MAGA and decide on candidates. Luckily, last year also
brought a growing resistance movement, lots of litigation, and unpopularity for
Trump’s “Toxics First” agenda. So, there is good reason to believe that this year

may bring better news. If you want to know what environmental and climate stories
will dominate the headlines, here are 10 big stories to watch.

Clean energy in the courts: Trump’s insane war on wind dominated 2025, but
this year will be more about that industry, and others, fighting back. Wind
Developers of five offshore wind farms that were ordered by the Trump
administration to halt construction are suing to restart work on at least three of the
projects. Revolution Wind off Rhode Island and Empire Wind off New York were the
latest to sue the Trump administration. The attorneys general of Connecticut and
Rhode Island joined the developer of Revolution Wind in asking courts to lift the
Trump administration’s stop-work order on the nearly completed project. This week,
a federal court shot down the administration’s stop work order on Orsted’s
Revolution offshore wind farm, yet again allowing construction to resume. Another
federal judge meanwhile ruled yesterday that the administration’s decision to slash



https://legal-planet.org/2024/01/24/election-2024-trump-plans-to-drain-the-epa/
https://legal-planet.org/2026/01/08/rollin-coal/
https://hello.canarymedia.com/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2j6-404/MXhVfNKF5YXW8J5cvW9hvG_RW5tZZwQ5J0l8dN8rPF6l3qgz0W95jsWP6lZ3n_W2p1KzR4ggRZZVpHnlb7vhdr6W6985Vr54CCRVW3jgH5b7kS2MpVgt1-R6RkmvPW6CKwRY7Kq1KcW3z3gKs7bY-n_W7HphFD1z84r1VcDThg95scPrW8062b_6GhQSqW3VtY-G1T2cPTW4kWvjb6KNdnrW2B5_6l5kS256W3CLZrn2_LM0XN3pR89N6QF38W8w-CC11_6D1QW3Gd3G42tYyzHW1bzxRh6Bq8fvW5xLz8p1WGLbzW8KLwpR63r-gsW8FXgcD7qYP_6W7z4CTF1NtGmPW5T2r9J4Mc8CmW5SN3qX48mpTpW7DXJgS7ZM_ymW4x3RPb6zq7HfW41Y0DQ1fHct8W30W24T65DTzRW2tyGKm6ZFDF9W97Qd287SNK-ff6mwH4C04
https://heatmap.news/sparks/trump-revolution-wind-order
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.dcd.286703/gov.uscourts.dcd.286703.28.0_4.pdf
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$8 billion in energy grants to recipients in blue states was illegal.

Growing the grid: Canary Media staff compiled the 10 big energy stories they're
watching in 2026, including: the rise of virtual power plants, make-or-break year for
the US nuclear renaissance, the financial benefits of electrifying new buildings, the
geothermal breakthrough, and the Al boom’s battery awakening. Heatmap’s
Robinson Meyer gave a speech to an energy policy conference hosted by the
Niskanen Institute about how 2025 was “a year of energy confusion” for both
parties and highlighting trends that will shape and constrain how energy
policymakers go forward. He concludes with the idea that both parties have reason
to grow the grid: “Republicans cannot achieve their economic objectives — nor
Democrats their climate goals — without a grid buildout.”

Gavin’s last year: This is the last year of Gavin Newsom as governor of
California so his approach to affordability politics and the race to be the next
governor will be a big story line. There was a lot of media coverage of Newsom'’s
last ‘state of the state’ last week. While eying a presidential run, he wasn’t totally
silent on climate. He mentioned climate change a few times and energy several
times, including the (clunky) line that “the new cost of eggs is now your energy
bill.”

Climate politics heading into the midterms: How candidates for other offices
handle ‘the new cost of eggs’ will also dominate our attention. Can affordability
politics be harmonized with environmentalism? Dawn Lippert, CEO and Founder of
nonprofit investor Elemental Impact, recently opined at Heatmap News that
“environmentalism must evolve from a movement that merely protects to a
movement that also builds and innovates.” But can this kind of abundance be
pursued sustainably? Will candidates for jobs like Newsom’s stay silent on climate?
Sammy Roth writes that “A leading gubernatorial candidate (Tom Steyer) with a
proud history of climate advocacy in one of America’s most climate-conscious states
needs to be able to say the words “climate change” on the anniversary of the worst
fire in the state’s largest city.” Would you? You can find out. Run for Climate has
launched registration for their next ‘Run for Climate’ training in February & March
2026.

Stagnating EV growth in America: Tesla is no longer the largest automaker
in the world, and its declining global sales are likely to be reflected in California
figures released later this month. And yet some of the most anticipated new electric
models we’ve seen in years are supposed to be coming to America in the year



https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/big-stories-2026-renewables-power-grid
https://heatmap.news/politics/2025-energy-policy-confusion
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/01/08/governor-newsom-delivers-final-state-of-the-state-address-honoring-californias-past-and-reaffirming-a-brighter-future-for-all/?utm_campaign=heatmap_am&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9o4AI0WT3uVziMvR9kjivjwZTgXbqHxi5FCdDhFt7oITyV-1gM9CE-VlXz0UvIVku6XhLlFK44aRfzQsg9m5EnO-hPxQ&_hsmi=397694479&utm_content=397694479&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/01/08/governor-newsom-delivers-final-state-of-the-state-address-honoring-californias-past-and-reaffirming-a-brighter-future-for-all/?utm_campaign=heatmap_am&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9o4AI0WT3uVziMvR9kjivjwZTgXbqHxi5FCdDhFt7oITyV-1gM9CE-VlXz0UvIVku6XhLlFK44aRfzQsg9m5EnO-hPxQ&_hsmi=397694479&utm_content=397694479&utm_source=hs_email
https://heatmap.news/ideas/dawn-lippert-climate-tech-solutions
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatecoloredgoggles.com%2Fp%2Fla-fires-traci-park&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C47c0a6473a4d440ec33f08de521e163e%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C639038486339771614%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fxw%2B6Oqoj3YaS7Bzw8%2F0AvPDyp5t9oBnqnnu278S9us%3D&reserved=0
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/run-for-climate-interest-form-winter-2026?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV64bdYmMUM90y4Dz49LTdagsk6QF3Kk-lwpv6FrnbmGnLaigQp-2uebFT3Vn62466HFOxouKoNuOcogLI1FuhHqcFKQBu9S6kXbSQ4ssfb1yn_o_Jh-xz-oF4U9y0eMEA8A/4n2/m0KhDj_iSeu3iVWAjU_PBA/h31/h001.CTlgL-zDO62CipPelCgGAcas4Z6qMDR4d44W08Y1CCY
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ahead, writes Andrew Moseman, including: budget EVs, Rivian’s R2, and the rise
of the used EV.

Climate lawsuits vs. Big Oil move ahead: A Hawai‘i state judge recently
rejected oil companies’ attempts to have Honolulu’s climate deception case
dropped, sending that landmark case forward toward discovery. The Center for
Climate Integrity says we may know as early as this week whether the U.S.
Supreme Court will grant Big Qil’s plea to review the Colorado Supreme Court’s
decision in Boulder’s climate deception lawsuit.

The fate of Venezuelan oil: Trump announced that the U.S. would receive as
many as 50 million barrels of sanctioned oil from Venezuela, worth about $2.5
billion, and that Venezuela would share in the profits from the sale. On Friday,
Trump met with oil executives in the White House who had some praise for
Venezuela intervention, but no firm commitments. “If we look at the legal and
commercial constructs and frameworks in place today in Venezuela today, it’s
uninvestable,” Exxon Mobil Corp. CEO Darren Woods told Trump, who responded
Sunday that he may exclude Exxon from benefiting. If Venezuela tripled its output
to near its 1970s peak of 3.7m barrels a day, the Guardian reports, it would
seriously undermine the already faltering global effort to limit dangerous global
heating.

Opinions changing toward geoengineering research: The US far-right has
gone all in on opposing geoengineering research. Climate progress is stalling
globally. I think we’ll see others around the world warm to the idea of this research.
In an opinion piece for the Guardian, Craig Segall and Baroness Bryony
Worthington argue that it’s a moral imperative to research geoengineering now, in
time for any decisions to be just, effective, and transparent. “In effect, we have
already geoengineered the climate - just without intention, governance or regard
for consequences... A serious research program is how the world gains real
choices.”

Climate-fueled disasters are coming for a less-prepared US: The total cost of
the damage from natural disasters in the United States last year was $115 Billion,
according to a new report from Climate Central, a nonprofit group. This comes as
FEMA supervisors are advising their staff to prepare for the elimination of 1,000 jobs
this month.

Can Congress do anything? Lawmakers are back on Capitol Hill and have to


https://heatmap.news/electric-vehicles/2026-chevy-nissan-rivian
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicnOg-sFY-yFwGHfQ3O9aYgDjgk0phj5GcEweeGkc9HDPJrQArqhYkx7IIAQNUD3Y97Jerm4Ak4XKKZMkPzSHRpx0_llwwYqeCVNx-EpHcpps9NTsm1J7dYcppaDPRcI3OZja30DmDZlGRlRwM_OWbTfKP3AHL8VMnXlzyv47Eg_DDActZaUth_cZaoN56H5GVtiHSXJfRlWW7eG2HNw42D2vgpyQVPBsAGHCOYxSsEakeYtSIYRulPncVSolMn2QwQrukDJdljQ_ivRpNvIQdxPMfj8r1wfuTv2s39t9uahJU5W0DlyXag_AK3WajJQ4cAErdeso4dbX6Z_axTCh7EIRD-DkGEEy0bABZVWHPddd/4n2/J6Qfe_JKQ3i20gMCoyjhDw/h12/h001.Ze0S5DN7SO7t73dLZ41vAOhtZlc9ty5isKTqqzcO4F8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMUEigNVZxPthts9pHDra4UNPn1WtC6933Vm8g6N_5ODoxci-2BEAlAqMDAuttWMOAbEvIWNtclNlOfUE3jDEPDS4-Me6xR1mxDQBJDfG-hIpCPteOQljPl23OdLMLpcnpEw5_jq685xeDVlusls4wa5qtgEWyeA3pePJl_01T6stDSjdzoUgqRG7P0ASa83bkCnNINDnp28kQeuB8AAyXixo4wy2gNhJk0U4kwyB0WTUK_u1UsSPIjzd_hhqSOSPpNcTCwQCOi87GE9F95cTEDs/4n2/J6Qfe_JKQ3i20gMCoyjhDw/h13/h001.n_hJHmBxlKo-TIrhkNK1BuwuLLwutvLwTV4m8jGH9RQ
https://link.axios.com/click/43405021.75040/aHR0cHM6Ly90cnV0aHNvY2lhbC5jb20vJTQwcmVhbERvbmFsZFRydW1wLzExNTg1MDgxNzc3ODYwMjY4OT91dG1fc291cmNlPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXImdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249bmV3c2xldHRlcl9heGlvc2dlbmVyYXRlJnN0cmVhbT10b3A/68cc464835c2334e04067385B2c6bdea0
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/01/09/venezuela-is-uninvestible-for-now-exxon-ceo-tells-trump-in-white-house-meeting-00720198?_hsenc=p2ANqtz--71GVUfwBVvE8Ch-El5GZiww9H1fQTPg0xdbrbQMr_M6B9LqvewAnaf81enqbLh0Ci5rOm3UsV2ZS_ZWyrFU_KvcTthA&_hsmi=398040309&utm_campaign=Newsletter&utm_content=398040309&utm_medium=email&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-01-12/trump-says-he-s-inclined-to-keep-exxon-out-of-venezuela-plans
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jan/06/trump-venezuela-oil-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/jan/09/geoengineering-research-greenhouse-gases-plan
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-services/billion-dollar-disasters
https://www.eenews.net/articles/spending-permitting-highway-bill-congress-2026-to-do-list
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hammer out a deal to keep most federal agencies and programs funded beyond Jan.
30 while the prospects of permitting reform coming together this Congress have
seriously dimmed.

Welcome to The Drain, a weekly roundup of climate and environmental
news from Legal Planet. Our song of the week is “Box of Rain” by the
Grateful Dead.

New Year, Same Trump Administration

Trump’s EPA plans to stop tallying the lives saved when setting rules on air
pollution. In a major reversal, the agency plans to calculate only the cost to industry
and not the gains from the health benefits caused by curbing two of the most
widespread deadly air pollutants, fine particulate matter and ozone, according to
internal agency emails and documents reviewed by Maxine Joselow at The New
York Times.

Justin S. Mankin, an associate professor at Dartmouth College, seems to have
pioneered a new way of framing how Trump 2.0 is not just ignoring climate change


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdWTxJYNjcM
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/12/climate/trump-epa-air-pollution.html
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but actively making it worse. “Trump’s greenhouse gas emissions will cause
Trump’s heat waves, Trump’s droughts, Trump’s floods, and Trump’s wildfires,” he
told Lisa Friedman in a NY Times story titled “Under Trump, US Adds Fuel to a
Heating Planet.”

Last week, EPA sent its draft final rule repealing the endangerment finding to the
White House for review. The rule (Reg. 2060-AW71) arrived at the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs on Wednesday, according to the agency’s
website.

In government records that have flown under the radar, the EPA is questioning its
legal authority to revise pollution rules more than once when new science shows
unacceptable health risks, Lisa Song reports at ProPublica.

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin is working on a “Make America Healthy Again”
strategy for his agency after getting majorly criticized by MAHA voices. Zeldin says
the strategy will address initiatives on plastics, food waste, Superfund cleanups and
lead pipe replacements.

MAHA now presides over the food pyramid. Some health writers have praised the
basic outline of the dietary recommendations for prioritizing whole grains and
vegetables. “But if a nation’s diet requires ecological destruction to sustain it, can it
really be called healthy?” Emily Atkin asks at HEATED. “In extolling meat and
dairy, Mr. Kennedy’s not just offering lifestyle advice, but signaling approval for
some of the most climate-intensive industries on earth,” writes Matt Prescott.

BLM issued 5,742 drilling permits during the first year of Trump 2, that's a 55%
increase over the previous year, E&E reports.

Trump announced last Wednesday that the U.S. would withdraw from the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the UN climate treaty, and 66
international commitments in total. Can he do that? “The president can withdraw
unilaterally,” from the Paris Agreement, says Sue Biniaz.

Energy


https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/12/climate/trump-climate-change-emissions-fuel.html
https://www.propublica.org/article/air-pollution-regulations-epa-trump
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2026/01/08/what-we-know-about-epas-coming-maha-agenda-00713905
https://heated.world/p/the-problem-with-rfk-jrs-food-pyramid
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/10/opinion/food-pyramid-meat-industry.html
https://www.eenews.net/articles/oil-and-gas-drilling-permits-surge-55-under-trump/
https://heatmap.news/climate/unfccc-treaty-withdrawal
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The Navajo Nation approved a lease for an Indigenous-owned developer to build a
750-MW solar-plus-storage installation and transmission line despite some local
concerns, Arizona Republic reports.

Meta last Friday announced a deal to buy power from the nuclear utility Vistra and
to help build reactors with TerraPower.

In Illinois, a moratorium on new nuclear reactors has been lifted. New power
reactors of any size can now be sited in the state of lllinois, thanks to legislation
signed by Gov. J. B. Pritzker on January 8.

On Dec. 19, New York Governor Kathy Hochul signed legislation to eliminate the
“100-foot-rule” for new natural gas hookups saying that it costs New Yorkers
hundreds of millions of dollars a year. That rule, on the books for nearly 140 years,
subsidized free hookups to the gas system for new customers in the state.

A 13-state alliance at the National Association of State Energy Officials launched a
new accelerator program that’s meant to “rapidly expand geothermal power
development.” It includes Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Louisiana,


https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2026/01/11/solar-power-project-advances-on-navajo-nation-despite-local-concerns/88054952007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=false&gca-epti=z11xx22p119550c119550u117722d00----v11xx22&gca-ft=30&gca-ds=sophi
https://about.fb.com/news/2026/01/meta-nuclear-energy-projects-power-american-ai-leadership/
https://www.ans.org/news/article-7664/illinois-lifts-moratorium-on-new-large-nuclear-reactors/
https://gov-pritzker-newsroom.prezly.com/gov-pritzker-signs-historic-clean-and-reliable-grid-affordability-act
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-legislation-eliminate-unfair-utility-subsidy-passes-buck-new-residential
https://www.naseo.org/topics/geothermal-power-accelerator
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Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Utah, and West Virginia

California
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California is officially free of all drought for the first time in 25 years. Currently, 14
of the state’s 17 major water reservoirs are at 70% capacity or higher and wildfire
risk is minimal, LAT's Clara Harter reports. More stats here at CalMatters drought
tracker. California’s largest reservoir rose 36 feet as rains boost water supply
statewide, Mercury News’ Paul Rogers reports

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation just released a report with five options for
managing water from the Colorado River after 2026. California faces significant
water cuts under some proposals, which could impact cities and agriculture, the
Desert Sun reports. Any of the alternatives would likely “lead to lengthy litigation,
lan James reports for LAT.

n

The Trump administration sued two Bay Area cities over their restrictions on gas
infrastructure and appliances in new construction. DOJ attorneys allege that
ordinances passed by the cities of Morgan Hill and Petaluma since 2019 violated


https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2026-01-09/california-has-no-areas-of-dryness-first-time-in-25-years
https://calmatters.org/california-drought-monitor/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2026/01/05/californias-largest-reservoir-rises-36-feet-as-rains-boost-water-supply-statewide/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/california/2026/01/10/colorado-river-report-california-water-cuts/88118705007/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2026-01-09/trump-administration-colorado-river-report
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jan/05/trump-officials-sue-california-cities
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EPCA. “We see very high percentages of buildings going all-electric already,” Matt
Vespa at Earthjustice told Canary Media. “Nothing about this lawsuit is going to
change that.” Why not target Los Angeles? The LA City Council repealed its own All-
Electric Building ordinance back in June 2025 with little fanfare.

State Sen. Scott Wiener, now running for Nancy Pelosi’s long-held House seat,
introduced two new bills he says are designed to ease rising energy costs: one on
heat pumps and one on rooftop solar.

A water district serving the western San Joaquin Valley has a long-term blueprint for
developing solar, storage and transmission on lands that “can no longer sustain
irrigated agriculture.” PV Magazine reports that the board of California’s Westlands
Water District adopted a clean infrastructure plan that it projects could result in 21
GW of solar power at full buildout.

Assemblymember Dawn Addis led a coalition of policymakers and advocates who
gathered at the state Capitol this week to urge state residents to tell BOEM to
remove the California coast from its forthcoming national offshore oil and gas
leasing program during the public comment period that ends Jan. 23, Noah
Baustin reports. Addis introduced AB 1536, a placeholder bill on the subject.

Speaking of which, California Legislature Committees have until Jan. 23 to hear and
report to the floor bills introduced in their house in 2025.

Media News


https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/trump-doj-turns-attention-gas-bans
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-0151_Ord_188716_dated_9-3-25.pdf
https://bsky.app/profile/scottwiener.bsky.social/post/3mbrov6dx7b2y
https://pv-magazine-usa.com/2026/01/02/california-water-district-plans-up-to-21-gw-of-solar-on-land-fallowed-due-to-water-shortages/
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr3_CiPWnxnTe7CtDqtIhYKWA6Tc3uW7Mjte6oGZP9KY0ndJfRHyCCo8Xel-v_f9XiFG2feJa0B5DWypCq7LdLQOqDZeM3HTqpwEUL_aDTHPndCgyntdi6nt8mjMMJJcv5nWZZfWE1gXsGYxl7FSKky7EYWynpZjYbMgurZhT_gCtueVvMv0-RxhvKeYM6X1CgoCL3Vu5JGVkMibYAY5qGDmz-dS4w7_M-AkK_VhDf19TQt08EXgrCdz6NDtI8is1FVQ/4n3/UOgrolL_RBuGeKaJO1ssJA/h1/h001.A4FwKZzAXVB9p-pJeD6R_t7mVKRpgQUsUuXwryTz3Zg
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.-P_kjUrZtu2zsRYBgF_pW0fijvyxgHZAw0UwNqqUuJ-hQ2P4tTHgzqqL5Il5X1zixPDDWGmB3BEXyFMaxYbKuinnCIY9R4DH1ClDEllhB7SnrVd8z8ucEh9_b5xhjbXl/4n3/UOgrolL_RBuGeKaJO1ssJA/h8/h001.qWXF3CHWpKqNo-Dkjcu9UAAowslkQQuqtdemJp3VX8U

Big Decisions to Come in 2026 | 9

R

The LA Local, a new nonprofit newsroom, launched its website. “We talked to more
than a 1000 people across Los Angeles, from Long Beach to Pacoima, Koreatown to
Tujunga... We asked what you needed from local news, what was missing and what
frustrated you about how LA’s communities are covered,” writes Kristen Muller.

“PBS News Weekend” signed off for good on Sunday after federal budget cuts
forced the broadcaster to “rework” its staffing and programming.

Nina Lakhani, formerly of The Guardian, is writing as the new global climate
justice reporter for Drilled Media.

Gabriela Sa Pessoa, who has covered a wide range of stories for AP since early
2024, is joining the Associated Press’ climate team as an Amazon correspondent.


https://thelalocal.org/news/welcome-to-the-la-local-we-built-this-newsroom-for-you/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/pbs-news-confirms-weekend-team-031451420.html
https://drilled.media/news/Venezuela-ICJ
https://www.ap.org/the-definitive-source/announcements/gabriela-sa-pessoa-named-amazon-correspondent/

