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Dust off your fan or set the thermostat for your heat pump. A heat wave is in the
forecast for the western U.S., bringing 90-plus degree heat to much of California

and records are likely to fall. Temperatures that are 20-30 degrees above normal for
this time of year are on tap starting today.

It's not normal. The National Weather Service calls it “unprecedented.” Some parts
of California and the American Southwest that have never before experienced
triple-digit temperatures this early in the year are slated to see just that. It's still
early March, after all.

“l keep having to check the calendar every time | go outside in a T-shirt this winter
and that’s been true wherever I've been in the American West,” University of
California climate scientist Daniel Swain said yesterday in his latest office hours
livestream. “Meteorological winter has ended and we did not get any of those
severely colder periods that we would typically expect.” That's bad news. “We are
in a fairly serious situation across the interior West especially,” Swain said.


https://www.weather.gov/wrh/TextProduct?product=afdlox
https://bsky.app/profile/weatherwest.bsky.social/post/3mgna46vlzi2f
https://bsky.app/profile/weatherwest.bsky.social/post/3mgna46vlzi2f
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For all the focus on the snowstorm that affected much of the eastern U.S. in
February, we actually saw a pretty poor winter for snowpack in the West and water
in the Colorado River. NOAA confirms that winter 2025-26 was the warmest on
record across a huge portion of the U.S. Sometimes we hear about a “Miracle
March” in which we can have a single month of wet winter-like storms that catch us
up on the backend. “This year that is not going to happen — there will be no Miracle
March,” Swain said.

What there likely will be is El Nifio. That means unusually warm waters along the
equatorial tropical Pacific Ocean, and a series of shifts in winds and precipitation
patterns in the atmosphere. Prepare for it to be wet and wild. Most projections from
El Nino monitoring groups in the U.S. and Australia, among others, show an
increasingly likelihood, CNN reports. “El Nifio years also tend to boost global
average surface temperatures, thereby acting in concert with human-caused global
warming to set heat records.” The planet could even experience a “super El Nifio”
to rival the strongest ones in history, according to the European Center for Medium-
Range Weather Forecasts. And that could push global temperatures to record
levels, particularly in 2027.

For now, we’re just talking about a March heat wave. But even those are records we
do not want to be breaking. | had multiple Zooms this week with folks in Vermont


https://bsky.app/profile/weatherwest.bsky.social/post/3mgpzpfx2rm23
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/el-ni%C3%B1o-could-be-here-soon-bringing-wild-weather-and-a-hotter-climate/ar-AA1XTMQ6
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/will-there-be-a-super-el-ni%C3%B1o-later-this-year-here-s-what-that-would-mean/ar-AA1XOIwT
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and New York who were enjoying the 70 to 80-degree weather, as they should. But
there is something ominous in the coming weather too.

Welcome to The Drain, a weekly roundup of environmental and climate
news from Legal Planet. Our song of the week is “Heat Waves” by Glass
Animals.

War on lran
This is becoming an environmental disaster and not an accidental one.

The Guardian reports that four oil depots and a petroleum logistics sites in and
around Tehran were bombed by air strikes. “With the sun blotted out, disoriented
people in Iran’s capital had to turn on their lights to see through the gloom.” Videos
shared widely by citizen journalists showed massive flames over the Tehran sky
overnight and smoke still billowing over the oil storage facilities.

Black poisonous rain fell from the sky. “There are all sorts of nasty, complex
hydrocarbons in those black clouds of smoke,” John Balmes, professor emeritus of
environmental health sciences at UC Berkeley told NYT’s David Gelles.

“This was in essence chemical warfare, even if the chemicals were the (easily
anticipated) result of “normal” bombs,” Bill McKibben writes at The Crucial Years.
“And it affected an almost entirely civilian population that will be paying the price
for decades to come.” In a separate post, McKibben summed up the spike in oil and
gas prices this way: “Sunlight travels 93 million miles to reach the earth. None of
them through the Strait of Hormuz.”

The market is bananas. International crude oil prices spiked close to $120 per barrel
over the weekend before coming back down.

American suppliers of LNG could be in for a windfall as desperate international
buyers bid top dollar to secure what gas is available. “Trump has been pressuring
allies from Japan to the EU to buy even more U.S. natural gas,” Dan McCarthy
writes at Canary Media. “But the war only strengthens the case against a deeper
dependence on LNG.”

And Iran’s control of the Strait of Hormuz means it is EXPORTING MORE OIL TODAY
THAN BEFORE THE WAR, the WSJ Journal reports (emphasis my own.)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KT7F15T9VBI
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/08/dark-like-our-future-iranians-describe-scenes-of-catastrophe-after-tehrans-oil-depots-bombed
https://messaging-custom-newsletters.nytimes.com/dynamic/render?isViewInBrowser=true&productCode=CLIM&sendId=216454&uri=nyt%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter%2Fdf11b0a7-3a8c-5112-9d18-2f93aebea9cc
https://billmckibben.substack.com/p/a-dark-and-killing-cloud-over-tehran?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=438146&post_id=190417256&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=2p5xq3&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack.com%2Fapp-link%2Fpost%3Fpublication_id%3D438146%26post_id%3D190131125%26utm_source%3Dpost-email-title%26utm_campaign%3Demail-post-title%26isFreemail%3Dtrue%26r%3D2p5xq3%26token%3DeyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxNjMxOTk3MzksInBvc3RfaWQiOjE5MDEzMTEyNSwiaWF0IjoxNzcyODM2MjIxLCJleHAiOjE3NzU0MjgyMjEsImlzcyI6InB1Yi00MzgxNDYiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.dFbf2TKLRv29-M4D3TWT4cDF6OnmMfkEsZejhgyE6OI&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7C291eae132f564f063aad08de7bcff4ab%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C639084330290101500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F45tBJw5JaftsWkRi3FXrxs7CRJAM%2BU6B2z6vk4cGKc%3D&reserved=0
https://apnews.com/article/markets-oil-iran-trump-war-brent-72e8c9a29c2ba1fd761ee968f3d4e553
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/liquefied-natural-gas/why-us-lng-firms-profit-iran-war-fallout
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-control-of-hormuz-means-its-exporting-more-oil-today-than-before-the-war-ede3cd91?mod=djem10point
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Trump administration

The EPA has hit a 40-year staffing low. An Inside Climate News analysis of just-
released federal workforce data shows more than 4,000 employees departed
between January 2025 and January 2026, including a majority of team leaders.

During the year she spent leading the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Kristi
Noem all but killed FEMA by freezing spending and slashing staff. Now that she’s
been fired, will the agency recover? Jake Bittle examines that for Grist. NPR looks
at the record of Sen. Markwayne Mullin, R-Okla., who has been tapped to be the
next Secretary of Homeland Security, if confirmed.

FEMA suspended all of its training and education programs for emergency
managers across the country — except for those “directly supporting the 2026 FIFA
World Cup,” reports Jeva Lange for Heatmap News.

Trump issued an order last month compelling the production of glyphosate, the
weedkiller you know as Roundup. It's no coincidence, Hiroko Tabuchi reports for
NYT, that glyphosate-maker Bayer is also the only company in the United States
that manufactures a form of elemental phosphorus called white phosphorus, which
it uses to make the weedkiller.

Last week, the Department of the Interior wrapped its first Alaskan oil and gas lease
sale without a single bidder for more than a million acres of federal waters. “Like so
many previous Trump ventures, this lease sale was a big, fat failure. Even oil and
gas companies recognize that leasing in dangerous, undeveloped areas is all risk
and little reward,” said Athan Manuel, director of Sierra Club’s Lands Protection
Program.

Energy


https://insideclimatenews.org/news/06032026/trump-epa-staffing-lows/
https://grist.org/politics/kristi-noem-fema-trump-markwayne-mullin/
https://heatmap.news/adaptation/fema-canceles-emergency-training
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/08/climate/bayer-white-phosphate-glyphosate-roundup-trump-executive-order-munition.html
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2026/03/sierra-club-statement-failure-cook-inlet-lease-sale
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Solar power installations sank in the U.S. last year, as the Trump administration
sought to impede the growth of renewable energy, lvan Penn_reports for the New
York Times.

Texas has passed California to become the leader in utility-scale solar. That's
according to data for 2025, released recently by the U.S. Energy Information
Administration, Dan Gearino reports.

New Mexico could be on the verge of adding 14 million tons of CO2, erasing all of its
climate gains in the last 20 years, by adding one OpenAl data center. NPR spoke
with Michael Thomas, CEO of Cleanview, about his new report on tech companies’
plans to build their own off-grid power plants to provide energy for data centers.

In Arizona, the state’s utility regulator has repealed rules requiring electricity
providers to generate at least 15% of their energy from renewables. The Arizona
Corporation Commission said the cost to customers was no longer justifiable after
“dramatic” changes to the renewable energy landscape, Utility Dive reports.

In Washington, negotiators from both parties in Congress are discussing restarting
stalled talks on “permitting reform.”

Global lithium demand could exceed “13 million tonnes by 2050 under an


https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/10/business/energy-environment/donald-trump-solar-energy-batteries.html
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/05032026/inside-clean-energy-texas-utility-scale-solar/
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/07/nx-s1-5727698/ai-and-power-generation
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/07/nx-s1-5727698/ai-and-power-generation
https://d2qwfv04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/X+113/d2QWfV04/MVqFfCkKh3MN9gGVsHN0B_QW7MhRLh5LsZKrN69sMTP5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3pKW7_DWrx668CfGW3-pZBQ826dr3W1QrRYn3ThrNjW3JJd9n3tB8TbW84gS_w6nvPctW8P9-Mh2b8jRQW3H_nM25m0qhYN4D5XX6qmf9xW2rd1KW6j98xrW24s8rp9hDwp3W3g8SPP1FQpPtW4Wyxkx1CSKQjW14ZLkl5Jl_8cN1kyyfLBHPp9W93tcby26cbTVW437RvN4WsfsZW5jPxlJ2H5rnlVBPCsV1_w4f1W7SM-RB7lLc86W4qmd-P6LQ_X9W8BYqTP71x-gTF1YH5V9yTFdW2WDWDt6MT_nCW7Q5mKz6KxKgPW52t_S21BvLvTN5qXbgBlnP4MW5vT_6z37zRmHW8ZwdJp5LxSjfW5-D8GM53CqYgW3Kcc6J4TFz-PW2fJwVc8v204DW7Mr-Ty3rKB5df5WxMln04
https://azcc.gov/news/home/2026/03/05/acc-votes-to-eliminate-renewable-energy-standard-and-tariff-(rest)-rules
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/arizona-corporation-commission-acc-renewable-energy-standard/814185/
https://www.eenews.net/articles/whitehouse-permitting-reform-talks-likely-to-resume/
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accelerated energy transition, more than double base-case projections, with supply
deficits emerging as early as 2028 unless the industry invests up to $276 billion in
new capacity,” reports mining.com, based on a Wood Mackenzie projection.

Meanwhile, storm clouds over community solar here in California. “Over the last 11
years, New York, Maine, Minnesota, Massachusetts and other states have built
thriving community solar programs. But California has built, at most, only 34
projects since 2015, and experts say that’s a generous accounting,” Blanca Begert
reports for the LA Times.

Here in LA County, Monterey Park voters will decide in June whether to ban data
centers citywide, setting up a potential legal battle with the developer behind a
proposed project, Josie Huang reports at LAist.

More California
Chevron is going on the attack against... Cap-and-Invest.

In a letter to state leaders, Chevron warns that “proposed amendments to the Cap-
and-Invest program could undermine the state’s economy and the nation’s energy
security.” The company is sharing this WS] editorial headlined “Gavin Newsom'’s
Climate Tax” alleging the policy will increase the state’s dependence on foreign oil.
And they’re actively enlisting voters to speak out.

California and Washington took a first formal step to linking their carbon trading
markets last week, publishing a draft agreement to add Washington’s market to the
decade-old carbon market run jointly by California and Quebec, POLITICO reports.

The California First Appellate District Court of Appeal issued an opinion this week
striking down a lawsuit by solar advocates against the CPUC challenging the third-
generation net metering system, known as NEM 3.0. “Meaning nothing will change.
Higher solar incentives aren’t coming back,” writes Sammy Roth.

The CPUC also announced that certain Californians whose homes were destroyed by
wildfires and other natural disasters can apply for assistance under the Rebuilding
Incentives for Sustainable Electric (RISE) Homes program.

The U.S. Department of Justice issued a sweeping 22-page legal “slip opinion” last
week asserting that the Defense Production Act empowers Trump or his Secretary



https://www.mining.com/lithium-demand-to-top-13m-tonnes-by-2050-woodmac/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2026-03-05/la-enviro-community-solar-can-make-panels-affordable-option-for-all-but-its-languishing-in-california?utm_campaign=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--cjR_zHoHd0daI_jQtdvyivPJwLhSEacV5T0Tn2nR_e44XXujbWbJ7hhpJ6ZRmzhlzs7CACTS70ersjPr-bqjBHnpJMQ&_hsmi=407332771&utm_content=407332771&utm_source=hs_email
https://laist.com/news/monterey-park-data-center-ballot-question
https://www.chevron.com/Newsroom/2026/Q1/californias-economy-faces-threats-with-new-energy-policy-changes
https://webreprints.djreprints.com/2656588.html
https://chevronadvocacynetwork.com/takeaction/alertid/2915/
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2614018.pdf
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2026/03/04/newsoms-carbon-club-gets-bigger-00813541
https://www4.courts.ca.gov/opinions/documents/A167721A.PDF
https://www.climatecoloredgoggles.com/p/california-court-rooftop-solar
https://www.justice.gov/olc/media/1429671/dl?inline
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of Energy to approve Sable Offshore’s plans to restart offshore oil production in
Santa Barbara County at what’'s known as the Santa Ynez Unit, the Santa Barbara
Independent’s Nick Welsh reports. The order looks to preempt “regulatory
requirements imposed by numerous state agencies and a federal decree issued in
2020 giving the Office of the State Fire Marshal the last word when it comes to
restarting Sable’s corrosion-prone pipeline.”

Alice Reynolds wrapped up her term at CPUC and gave an exit interview to Noah
Baustin for the California Climate newsletter. “Cost containment is our reason for
being here at the CPUC,” Reynolds said. “l don’t even know how to answer a
question of, “Why did you approve a rate increase?” That’'s not what we do.”

CARB has set an Aug. 10 deadline for some of the nation’s largest companies to
disclose their greenhouse gas emissions, according to Sacramento Bee’'s Chaewon
Chung. That's to implement SB 253 and SB 261 ahead of their first reporting
requirements this year.

The Little Hoover Commission released a report urging policymakers to act fast on
California’s fast-growing data-center industry - before soaring electricity demand
from Al hits the bills of ratepayers. The bipartisan commission outlined more than a
dozen recommendations.

California needs 1 million affordable homes, according to a new report by the
National Low Income Housing Coalition. “California has just 25 available and
affordable rental homes for every 100 households that are deemed “extremely low
income” (meaning they make 30% or less of the area’s median income),” reports
CalMatters.

Trump’s threatened hostile takeover of local permitting to supposedly speed
rebuilding from the Eaton and Palisades fires is over. It failed to launch. POLITICO’s
Liam Dillon reports that a self-imposed deadline to propose new regulations has
come and gone.

Other States

Good Jobs First, a watchdog group that focuses on economic development
incentives, says it is tracking at least 12 in-session states with filed data center
moratorium bills this legislative cycle (in addition to other states considering
executive action and many cities and counties considering local measures).



https://www.independent.com/2026/03/05/trump-poised-to-preempt-state-authority-to-allow-sable-to-restart-offshore-oil-production-in-santa-barbara-county/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2026/03/06/curtain-call-for-the-cpuc-president-00817865
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2026/03/06/curtain-call-for-the-cpuc-president-00817865
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2026/03/06/curtain-call-for-the-cpuc-president-00817865
https://www.sacbee.com/news/california/article314864330.html
https://lhc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/LHC-Report-292-Data-Centers-California-Electricity-Policy-FINAL-PUBLIC-3.3.26.pdf
https://nlihc.org/gap
https://calmatters.bluelena.io/index.php?action=social&chash=781877bda0783aac5f1cf765c128b437.4339&s=ac22d887df6d7447e9338f819a8f9b0c
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.politico.com%2Fnews%2F2026%2F03%2F10%2Ftrump-announced-a-hostile-takeover-of-las-wildfire-rebuild-collaboration-ensued-00819989&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C16a83ba04b2c4fbf974008de7f6b1f26%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C639088295221717117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DKTnueDi5osgAvnxyvReF2Bc2Qa8wWbkaVknbAqZa38%3D&reserved=0
https://goodjobsfirst.org/data-center-moratorium-bills-are-spreading-in-2026/
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Stateline has a rundown.

Rhode Island is joining the wave of states looking to recover rising insurance costs
from Big Oil. State Rep. Terri-Denise Cortvriend introduced a bill that would
encourage insurance companies to take Big Oil to court to recover climate change-
driven losses, rather than passing those costs on to their policyholders through
higher rates.

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul may slow implementation of that state’s ambitious
climate law in the face of rising residential energy costs. Raga Justin reports for
Bloomberg Law that it is “setting up an intraparty fight with Democrats ahead of her
November reelection bid.”

Minnesota Democrats proposed a climate superfund last week in the Minnesota
Senate. It would calculate damages caused by greenhouse gas emissions and send
a bill to the world’s largest polluters for their share, Andrew Hazzard reports.

Media News

T



https://stateline.org/2026/03/06/temporarily-banning-data-centers-draws-more-interest-from-state-local-officials/
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.EtNV8HBC60Tl7UuGmXS3sYv75oRYzrL90Q5hmYcS0GmM_KuKTO_wjjvJ20dH6LrBFcg3IvcdfNwyUfgYFL7VjaAwkcDdYXDcGmAXqIjflKyq_hWRc45IY254YrNwA76ThwBSQeJNX_hLQyM8WWtVA4H77xVCZxaLpSWSPtadqkPCr6MmJ7pfW38ZCjmhwfAucETFHyn6bkd5XUH1dmD_MA6eVjbDW6MpYffkQvyMy_QUAQrnt2nMrqC9fT8a5nnhLLsIhHiAdo0ojdYRRC-3ck-S6rA7X6jsnG4Vxc95gXyu_qWzjcWI7JZ-40cUZJ63a8vgOPfGep3xAFdTu1DeGdEpnZ0HXQNmiY5BtTdUYixClJaJI_VLEzY95fUZeaiqqTIeVMJ5_Hggx4CWwKM7YDXUzOrD2XfhOQJovJQw_z0/4om/jnmvzBgLSP2COVNJoBzx6Q/h1/h001.s2IEaFIt-9lA0J2vCO-cmknug36pHhaQ_QkQ6D2X0Kc
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/bloomberglawnews/exp/eyJpZCI6IjAwMDAwMTljLWJmNjktZDJhNS1hOWJmLWJmNjkyYzM1MDAwMSIsImN0eHQiOiJORVZFIiwidXVpZCI6IkViK2dLRUhaQ01sVFJ4bnNlSXdMamc9PUdVSExZejgvR0lhck1qTnpxSXhSTWc9PSIsInRpbWUiOiIxNzcyNzk5MzM0MzU0Iiwic2lnIjoiMEVYZnJMaElyUUhqRUE0NHFsbHQzcGE2aXVjPSIsInYiOiIxIn0=?source=newsletter&item=body-link&region=text-section&channel=environment-and-energy&emailQueueID=e9b73f3b-74c7-3b5f-33f8-92ce522ecc15&senderID=35095588
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/2026/0/SF/4126/?body=Senate
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/2026/0/SF/4126/?body=Senate
https://sahanjournal.com/climate-environment/minnesota-climate-superfund-bill-legislature-democrats/
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Chase Cain |eft his job as NBC’s climate reporter, he tells HEATED in an exclusive
interview. “Last week, the veteran journalist resigned, citing burnout from near-
constant internal fighting to get important climate stories on air—stories that he
says were routinely deprioritized, buried late in newscasts, or cut entirely.”

Scott MacFarlane, who covered the DOJ and Congress for CBS, announced
Monday he is leaving the network. “MacFarlane told colleagues in an email that the
departure is his decision,” LAT reports.

Heatmap News is hosting a series of events for San Francisco Climate Week around
Earth Day, including events about California’s clean energy transition, climate
moonshots, and a house party.

There’s a free newsletter by the award-winning journalists and meteorologists of
Yale Climate Connections, whose Editor-in-Chief Sara Peach will “catch you up on
the latest climate news in five minutes or less every Tuesday and Friday morning.
Plus, she’ll bring you the most inspiring solutions from all over the world.”

Climate-Colored Goggles, the newsletter by climate reporter Sammy Roth, is
running a member pledge drive this week with stories every day.



https://heated.world/p/nbcs-top-climate-reporter-resigns
https://www.msn.com/en-us/entertainment/news/cbs-news-justice-correspondent-scott-macfarlane-exits-network/ar-AA1XQyn2
https://info.heatmap.news/heatmap-house-sf-climate-week-2026
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/newsletters/
https://www.climatecoloredgoggles.com/p/member-drive-please-support-ccg
https://www.climatecoloredgoggles.com/p/member-drive-please-support-ccg

