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Summary

Students entering law school today are coming at a critical time. With
environmental protection under constant attack from the Trump Administration and
carbon emissions mounting, the need for action is urgent. Today's law students will
serve vital roles in efforts to protect the world from climate change, save
biodiversity, and protect human health.

Dear Entering 1L:

Welcome to law school. You're beginning your life in the law at a critical time. What
we do together between now and 2035 will determine what your lives look like in
2050 and 2080, and what your children and grandchildren will see in the next
century. So, grab your books, get yourselves ready, and be prepared to head for the
legal trenches when you graduate. No time to waste!

The Current Situation

It's no secret that this is a dark time for people who care about the environment.
The Trump Administration, with substantial support from the Republican Congress,
has embraced the goal of boosting fossil fuels. Their solution to the environmental
harms caused by these fuels is denial — denial of the seriousness of climate
change, denial of the harmfulness of air pollution, and denial of the value of
ecosystems. In short, we are digging ourselves deeper into a hole.

Another challenge is concern about affordability, which is taking the edge off of
some of the most ambitious climate policy. The reality, however, is that we can’t
afford to let climate change run rampant.

Although these are dark times, we still have some real strengths. Wind and solar
are now cheaper than gas or coal electricity generation. The cost of battery storage
is continuing to dive, and with it the cost of electric vehicles, while battery
performance is constantly improving. Utility grid storage surged an amazing 50%
in 2025. The amount of new grid storage globally was ten times that installed only
four years earlier. China and the US accounted for much of the surge. There is a
limit to how long the government can ignore these economic and technological
realities.


https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/batteries/world-installing-grid-batteries
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Moreover, despite the political climate in Washington, state governments
representing about half the U.S. population are committed to cutting carbon
emissions. Trump can make some of this more difficult, but he can’'t command the
states to obey as will. The current Supreme Court is no friend of environmental
regulation, but it does have an inclination to protect state policies from federal
overreach.

At the end of environmental law courses, | used to tell students about the role they
could play over the course of their careers in fixing environmental problems. But
avoiding a climate disaster isn't something today’s students can plan on tackling
“over the course of their careers.” The most critical time will be the next fifteen
years, which means you’ll need to get to work quickly.

The Many Ways of Contributing to Climate Action

You'll be graduating after Trump leaves office, a transition that hopefully will create
space for constructive environmental action. The most obvious ways you can
contribute are benvironmental or energy law. But there’s a lot that needs to be
done beyond those areas:

Business Law. There will have to be corporate planning to cut emissions, and
climate-related disclosure requirements. Businesses are keeping a low profile but
they haven’t necessarily changed their goals. Small businesses are going to be in
special need of help to work their way through regulatory requirements.

Land Use Law. Land use laws must start to limit sprawl and support public transit.
There will have to be changes in building codes to require electrification and energy
efficiency.

International Law. Obviously, there will also be a lot to do in the international
sphere. Trump is exiting environmental agreements, but the U.S. can’t permanently
ignore global problems.

Social Justice Law. Someone is going to have to represent disadvantaged
communities to make sure they aren’t left behind or overburdened. Yes, Trump
thinks we shouldn’t worry about that, but | doubt he can silence those communities
indefinitely.

The Path Forward
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This isn’t going to be easy. It's going to take iron determination and creativity to
find ways to make progress. The determination has to come from you, but we're
here to equip you to search out and implement innovative solutions. Later
generations aren’t going to accept as an excuse that we got discouraged because
problems seemed too hard to solve.

You won't be alone in doing this work. We’'re all going to have to work ever harder
to make change happen. Welcome to the battle for the future of the planet.



