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After more than a decade of activism by Angelenos and a years-long legal battle
followed by new state legislation, the Los Angeles City Council has approved a plan
to end oil drilling within city limits once and for all — making LA the largest city in
the nation to do so.

The City Council voted unanimously yesterday on the ordinance, which bans new
drilling and phases out existing production over 20 years, covering some 600 active
and 1,200 idle oil wells by defining oil and gas activities as a nonconforming use.
“Qil drilling, we know, has no place in the city of Los Angeles,” Councilmember Katy
Yaroslavsky said yesterday. Now it heads to Mayor Karen Bass’ desk, and her
office told LA Times reporter Hayley Smith that she intends to sign the ordinance
ASAP. (Signing it before election day would be a sign of good will given recent
news.)

If this feels like déja vu, that’s because LA passed a ban back in 2022. Oil
companies sued. And the issue was argued over in California courts. Several years


https://d22tgksh1zpp6f.cloudfront.net/OnlineDocs/2017/17-0447-S2_db18e9f8-3785-45c0-b0bd-2f712f8382f3.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2026-10-28/los-angeles-approves-ban-on-oil-production-after-years-long-fight
https://legal-planet.org/2026/10/21/why-does-chevron-want-karen-bass-to-win-re-election/
https://legal-planet.org/2026/10/21/why-does-chevron-want-karen-bass-to-win-re-election/
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ago, students in our UCLA environmental law clinic actually provided legal analysis
underscoring the legal basis for LA County to also phase out oil and gas operations.
But the legal landscape shifted when the California Supreme Court handed down a
2023 decision in Chevron U.S.A. v. County of Monterey that held a local
ordinance phasing out wastewater injection wells and new well drilling in Monterey
County was preempted by state oil and gas regulations because it regulated
“methods and practices” of oil drilling. In 2024, an LA Superior Court judge held
that the city of LA’s ordinance was preempted by state law as well. Then in
September 2025, Gov. Newsom signed AB 3233, which clarifies and confirms
local government authority to regulate, and even prohibit outright, oil and gas
operations. UCLA Law students in our environmental clinic again advised Los
Angeles community advocates this past spring on strategies around this
readoption. So here we are, with a new victory to celebrate.

Oil and gas drilling is linked to significant public health issues, including increased
rates of respiratory problems and cancer, and neighborhood drilling
disproportionately affects low-income Black and Latino communities, who often live
closer to these sites and face higher exposure to harmful pollutants.

| live about a mile from the Inglewood QOil Field — still the largest active, urban oil
field in the country. It’s a bizarre scene of tall pumpjacks bobbing up and down
behind barbed wire fence on barren patches of land surrounded by native plants
and palms. | walk by them when | take my dogs to the nearby park, and | drive
through the field anytime | take my son for pancakes at our beloved Pann’s diner.
Maybe you’ve driven through it via La Cienega Blvd. on your way to LAX and
thought “WTF is this?” | for one look forward to when that land becomes an
expansion of Kenneth Hanh Park and new, much-needed housing.



https://law.ucla.edu/academics/experiential-program/law-clinic-courses/frank-g-wells-environmental-law-clinic
https://law.ucla.edu/news/analysis-decision-chevron-usa-inc-v-county-monterey-et-al-local-oil-and-gas-phase-out-efforts
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/f/?id=00000191-e27d-d786-a1bd-ebff95f00000
https://legal-planet.org/2024/03/25/new-bill-takes-up-local-oil-drilling-phase-outs/#:~:text=The%20Court%20found%20that%20by%20removing%20the%20drilling%20of%20new
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/experiential-program/law-clinic-courses/frank-g-wells-environmental-law-clinic
https://panns.com/

L.A. Says “Oil Drilling Has No Place Where We're Living” | 3

COUNCIL  SITE COMMON NUMBER
DISTRICT NAME OF WELLS gy gt

Warren E&P Warren E&P Warren Resources of CA Inc

Tid E Long Beach City & LA City
elands Tidelands Oil Prod. Co. Harbor Dept

Packard E&B Resources EGB Resources / Nisbet &

Luxenberg Family Trusts

Beverly
Center E&B Resources CJDB LLC Lessor, La Ci

Associates LP, Bevoli LLC

Pico/Doheny Pacific Coast Energy Co LP Westside Operating P

Jefferson Sentinel Peak Resources Sentinel Peak Resources

Murphy Sentinel Peak Resources Roman Catholic Archbishop
Broadway Occidental Life | f CA &
Nasco Pet ns. Co. of CA
il Elizabeth White Trust
Hillcrest
Country Club

Hill t C Club
Hillcrest Beverly Oil Corp icrest Country

Coscode ocoRUE  Mgmmimpis
AllenCo AllenCo Enargy Inc Roman Catholic Archbishop

Fourth Ave
Sentinel Peck Resources Sentinel Peak Resources
P
laya Del Rey So Cal Gas Co. SoCalGas & State of CA
Belmont HS
PS126 Investments LLC PS126 Investments LLC
R
ancho Park Hillcrest Beverly Oil Corp City of Los Angeles

Aliso Canyon So Cal Gas Co. Pacific Lighing Service Co.

A chart mapping local drill sites created by STAND-L.A.

My neighbors and | have lots of folks to thank, but none more than STAND-L.A., a
coalition of local environmental justice groups and affected community members
who have spent many years advocating for this ban and then its readoption (see all


https://stand.la/
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of the orgs listed here). STAND-L.A. members attended the City Council hearing on
Wednesday, but they weren’t there just to celebrate. The coalition is actively
pushing for the city to quickly shutter two specific drilling sites in Los Angeles.
Thanks to their work, the city’s zoning administrator is now weighing whether to
revoke the operator’s permit for 32 closely-packed oil and gas wells at the Murphy
drill site on West Adams Boulevard — also not far from my house.

Organizers like Wilmington resident Wendy Miranda told LAist’s Kevin Tidmarsh
that they’re looking to the future of what these sites could be once they’re shut
down and cleaned up. “Maybe these could be parks that our communities
desperately need... I'm just really excited for Wilmington, for South L.A., for other
communities that have oil drilling near them to see that this will no longer be in our
neighborhoods.”

This week, national headlines have been filled with news about radical deregulation
and blatant giveaways to toxic polluters (just keep reading), but don’t let it
overshadow /ocal victories that put the health of communities ahead of fossil fuel
companies.

Welcome to The Drain, a roundup of environmental and climate news. Our
song this week is Ministry’s “Just Stop Oil,” one of 600+ songs on my
Climate Playlist (on Spotify and Apple Music).

METHANE

Three years ago, then-Vice President Kamala Harris took the world stage at COP28,
the UN climate talks in Dubai, and announced an important new rule to reduce
super-polluting methane from the oil and natural gas industry to promote public
health benefits and ultimately economic savings. This week, Donald Trump took the
stage in Lubbock, Texas to riff about the ass of a Republican senate candidate and
then brag that he was_“officially terminating” the Biden-era methane rules.
Fittingly, a methane plume was even detected by satellite not far from where
Trump'’s rally took place, POLITICO reports.

This rollback should scare us all this Halloween, my UCLA Emmett Institute
colleague Alejandro Camacho writes. “By scrapping the Methane Super Emitter
Program, it would leave no one to call when the ghost appears,” he says, invoking
the ghost busters.


https://stand.la/about
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2026-10-03/la-considers-rare-closure-of-oil-production-site-in-jefferson-park
https://laist.com/news/climate-environment/la-city-council-votes-to-ban-oil-drilling-citywide
https://youtu.be/7T7TThGcrAY?si=diF9zOxGpzFWccOP
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4XWYfrYIG6yYRg448c76EX
https://music.apple.com/us/playlist/climate-playlist-from-the-drain/pl.u-XkD04EEi4M0Xl5
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/climate-change/trump-methane-rules-leaks-emissions-oil-gas-rcna605983
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/climate-change/trump-methane-rules-leaks-emissions-oil-gas-rcna605983
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/10/28/methane-trump-climate-oil-gas-01137313
https://legal-planet.org/2026/10/28/a-trick-not-a-treat-on-methane/
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Methane is responsible for about a third of planet-warming greenhouse gas
emissions so reducing methane is a powerful climate solution — and when it comes
to the oil & gas industry, preventing leaks also means saving money. That's why
satellite technology that spots methane plumes has become so important.

Researchers analyzed satellite observations of controlled methane releases in a
yearlong experiment led by Stanford scientists. The_results can inform efforts to
identify major methane sources, eliminate leaks, and reduce emissions of the
potent greenhouse gas. On clear days, dedicated methane sensors detected
92-100% of test plumes. Using Tanager-1 observations, Carbon Mapper detected
100% of cloud-free releases and reported no false plumes.

A video from Solutions Insights Lab_shows how “Mexico City’s food banks and
compost plant show how rescuing food and turning organic waste into a resource
can cut methane and feed people in need.”

The Massachusetts-based startup Emvolon builds modular systems that convert
methane captured from landfills and other sources into energy-dense liquid
methanol on-site, making it easier to transport to customers. On Tuesday, the
company announced $22 million in new funding.

POLLUTERS



https://sustainability.stanford.edu/news/satellites-accurately-detect-methane-emissions-in-large-scale-test/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJnagDxvCJ4
https://heatmap.news/climate-tech/emvolon-series-a
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At the outset of Trump 2.0, the Trump administration gave corporate polluters the
opportunity to send an email to essentially request a free pass to pollute. At the
time it was clear how uniquely brazen this was — but it also opened the door to
journalists requesting those emails via public records requests.

This week, the New York Times published an important story showing Trump
exempted 202 facilities in 39 states and Puerto Rico from clean-air regulations that
were going into effect — the “biggest presidential intervention in enforcement of
the Clean Air Act” since the law was passed. The facilities are among the country’s
worst industrial polluters, including chemical manufacturers, copper smelters and
coal-burning power plants. Some are near schools and sports fields. “About 3.3
million people live within three miles of at least one affected facility,” write Eric
Lipton and Maxine Joselow.

Much has been made out of how the combination of corruption and affordable
concerns is resonating powerfully with voters in these midterm elections. | would
submit that the combination of corruption and pollution concerns can be equally
powerful for climate messages in political campaigns.

Elsewhere... This one oil company called “Citation” of all things is linked to 1,000
pollution incidents and other violations, why has Oklahoma never punished it?
“Citation Oil & Gas is named more than any other company in an Oklahoma
database of pollution reports and other rule violations — over 1,000 times in the
past decade,” Nick Bowlin reports for The Frontier and ProPublica. “Regulatory
agency staff repeatedly recommended the state punish Citation. Instead, agency
bosses allowed the company to restart operations without consequence.”

POLITICS

We're less than one week away from a midterm election dominated by affordability
and Al concerns.

On a new episode of Shift Key, Caroline Spears of Climate Cabinet discusses
which state races will matter the most, and which races to watch to see where
climate policy might go in 2027 and beyond. They are: Georgia Public Utility
Commission, Arizona Corporation Commission, Eileen Hartnett Albillar in
Pennsylvania Senate District 6, Trevor Jung, from Wisconsin Senate District 21,


http://pollute.at
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/10/24/climate/trump-epa-chemical-air-pollution.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/26/climate/copper-smelter-arizona-pollution-trump.html
https://www.propublica.org/article/oklahoma-oil-pollution-citation-violations
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-weird-state-level-races-that-matter-for-climate-change/id1728932037?i=1000797410539
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and Aaron Lieberman in Arizona Senate District 4.

In Brazil, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva surged to a remarkable re-election on
Sunday with a margin of victory - 4.4 million votes, according to official preliminary
results - much larger than the last time the vote was contested. That's good news
for the work of preventing deforestation in the Amazon.

How would Steve Hilton or (much more likely) Xavier Becerra handle the cap-and-
invest program or California’s broader climate ambitions? Good question! Emma
Foehringer Merchant asked for CalMatters. “The Becerra campaign did not
respond to multiple emailed requests for comment and Hilton told CalMatters he
would move to suspend the carbon market — which he called “a disaster of a
program” — entirely.”

BAAJA + PERMITTING REFORM

Former Biden climate advisor John Podesta says the current bill “hands Trump a
loaded Howitzer,” and that Democrats shouldn’t pass the bill unless they revise or
remove the ‘permitting certainty’ provisions, according to Heatmap News. It's an
opinion shared by Abbie Dillen, president of Earthjustice.

Former Biden Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm meanwhile is urging
Democrats to pass the permitting bill, while also warning President Trump that his
attacks on wind energy could derail the deal, Axios reports. Progressive climate
activist and former California gubernatorial candidate Tom Steyer also_endorsed
the bill, arguing it is much preferred to the status quo.

Some are more cautious in weighing the good and the bad: At Climate Colored
Goggles, Sammy Roth almost but not quite endorses BAAJA, noting that it gives
clean energy a chance to compete against fossil fuels. “I don’t want to tell you
whether to support this bill — partly because I'm not sure how many of you would
listen to me, and partly because I'm still not 100% sold myself.”

Resources for the Future has released its analysis of the permitting bill, with a
focus on how aspects of such a broad permitting and energy infrastructure package
could drive change in the power sector.

My UCLA colleague Alejandro Camacho co-wrote an Op-Ed about BAAJA in the
Revelator that gives a hard ‘no’ to the bill, warning that it will fast-track


https://calmatters.org/environment/climate-change/2026/10/california-next-governor-carbon-market/
https://heatmap.news/politics/john-podesta-bipartisan-american-affordability-jobs-act
https://earthjustice.org/experts/abigail-dillen/what-will-baaja-do-whatever-the-trump-administration-wants
https://link.axios.com/click/48133120.110633/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXhpb3MuY29tLzIwMjYvMTAvMjEvcGVybWl0dGluZy1iaWxsLWNyaXRpY2FsLXN0cmV0Y2g_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXJfYXhpb3NnZW5lcmF0ZSZzdHJlYW09dG9w/68cc464835c2334e04067385B112d0e76
https://link.axios.com/click/48133120.110633/aHR0cHM6Ly94LmNvbS9Ub21TdGV5ZXIvc3RhdHVzLzIxMTUxMzM0MjA2NzgzMjAyMTk_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXJfYXhpb3NnZW5lcmF0ZSZzdHJlYW09dG9w/68cc464835c2334e04067385Bba8fc058
https://www.climatecoloredgoggles.com/p/permitting-reform
https://www.rff.org/publications/issue-briefs/projected-effects-of-the-bipartisan-american-affordability-and-jobs-act-on-the-power-sector/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosgenerate&stream=top&lctg=6368e7174a51b15fcd0a399a
https://therevelator.org/baaja/
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environmental destruction.
LITIGATION

On Tuesday, California Attorney General Rob Bonta sued the owners and operators
of a Los Angeles County landfill known as Chiquita Canyon over pollution that's
harmed residents and the surrounding environment, Riley Ramirez reports.

On Monday, a constitutional challenge brought by 15 young Canadians, began in
Federal Court in Vancouver, marking the first federal youth-led climate trial in
Canadian history. The plaintiffs in La Rose v. His Majesty the King are supported by
Our Children’s Trust.

Incessant public requests are part of an expanding effort by fossil fuel allies to
discredit findings in the burgeoning field of climate attribution science at a time
when attribution science’s role in_lawsuits against major industrial emitters is
growing. That's according to a new article at Nature by James Dinneen who cites
the experience of a UC researcher and dozens of others.

The NY state attorney general’s office is appealing two recent federal court
decisions that_struck down New York’s Climate Change Superfund Act and
determined the statute, which seeks to punish companies deemed responsible for
greenhouse gas emissions, is preempted by federal law, reports the Times Union.

ENERGY + Al

On Nov. 4, the Bay Area Air District will vote on whether to keep moving forward
with Rule 9-6, which implements a zero-NOx standard and applies only to new
equipment or existing equipment that needs to be replaced. As | wrote last month,
a_San Francisco Chronicle article focused on whether district officials have switched
their own appliances, a faulty premise even if affordability concerns are legit.

KQED reporter Azul Dahlstrom-Eckman visited an electric pizza kitchen in the Bay
Area to “help us understand the benefits of electrification and what’s preventing
more kitchens from making the switch.”

“Outrageous” and “extremely crazy” are some of the ways LA ratepayers have
been describing big bills during this summer’s climate-fueled record heat. There
continues to be a lot of interest in understanding utility rates after big electric bills


https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2026/10/bonta-sues-chiquita-canyon-landfill-owners-and-operators-01137046
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Femail.ourchildrenstrust.org%2Fc%2FeJxsyr1yriAQANCnge4y_CzoFhS38T0WdlFnHE0QP18_kz7F6Q5ngpoKacluwmAdJkC95VAqSEsSJnaJPLbCwgjFC06IBfWevfXJ_QrWApqZJ0gBvEBkiC0qsNfT67Yf3OW8R3_uYa6-6iNvY3zdKvxXflF-ed_X_DmVXyqdxDT6Tse_TYi_H-pD-q17lg-dZpWrr6LAHvSapx5khB89cigooSFSbYDJErCVFEpgSBOW5vTIrUIVl4hnWypStDX6GdlXR1FsivqT_U8AAAD__yI8WTk&data=05%7C02%7Cevan.george%40law.ucla.edu%7C32459277f3cc45f9cfc808df33612906%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C639286164523906338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I5Xb4oSgFB6lKWbYOHjM97VUfHl5slWRWmFU029aFuc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-02424-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03275-w
https://www.timesunion.com/capitol/article/judge-strikes-new-york-s-climate-change-superfund-22412274.php
https://www.timesunion.com/capitol/article/ny-appeal-rulings-striking-climate-change-22494288.php?utm_campaign=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--hfLCrV_wotSsro3LFgPki-pbaXN2G8EaIRkXWtNVhjy9ci0YYbClPHYeBv-qtWxJ2ZdOEQ3d5q1ivrAaoAIkBfN3Auw&_hsmi=446172926&utm_content=446172926&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/gas-water-heater-ban-22433411.php
https://www.kqed.org/news/12104937/one-key-to-californias-climate-goals-how-we-cook
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went viral. My UCLA Emmett Institute colleague Denise Grab has talked about her
analysis comparing public and private utilities (DWP vs. Edison) with_ NBC4, KTLA,
and the LA Times. Also, if you're using 4,000-5,000 kWh what are you doing?!

On Dec. 1, the Trump administration plans to auction oil and gas drilling rights on
43 parcels, about 35,000 acres of California’s public lands across Kern, Kings,
Fresno, and San Luis Obispo counties. “It is the largest federal oil and gas lease sale
in California since 2009,” according to the Last Chance Alliance, which has
organized comments against the plan.

Trump last week declared imports of wind turbines and their components a “threat
to national security,” but stopped short of imposing new tariffs on the sector,
according to Reuters.

Half of Americans surveyed say they are likely to oppose a data center proposed
within 3 miles of their home, and they are more likely to support candidates who
oppose the building of data centers, according to a POLITICO Poll.

Anthropic’s IPO filing released this week details the Al company’s increased reliance
on gas power along with its fears about public resistance to data centers and its
ability to secure enough energy for the computing facilities, Heatmap News reports.
“Anthropic mentions the word “energy” at least 14 times in the section of the
document outlining the risks to its business,” Alexander Kaufman writes.
“Climate” and “climate change” are mentioned just four times.

MEDIA + COMMUNICATIONS

The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine announced this
year'’s recipients of the Eric and Wendy Schmidt Awards for Excellence in Science
Communications, given to science journalists, research scientists, and science
communicators who have developed creative, original work to communicate issues
and advances in science, engineering, and medicine to the general public. Among
them is UC climate scientist Daniel Swain.

Prove it! New research finds audiences had an increased level of trust for videos by
news influencers and other content creators who identified their sources, such as
government documents and interviews.

New details about the forthcoming book “The Golden Empire.” From journalist Jake


https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbclosangeles.com%2Fvideo%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fthink-ladwp-bills-are-high-see-what-other-utilities-are-charging%2F3959135%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7C23e62c1231754375e17d08df33b3abbe%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C639286518936029808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZEv%2FMVnbVqOxodxIcVxfwJ2diXqHtXI8SJJkA5SKIyk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbclosangeles.com%2Fvideo%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fthink-ladwp-bills-are-high-see-what-other-utilities-are-charging%2F3959135%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cgeorge%40law.ucla.edu%7C23e62c1231754375e17d08df33b3abbe%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C639286518936029808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZEv%2FMVnbVqOxodxIcVxfwJ2diXqHtXI8SJJkA5SKIyk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2026-10-17/sky-high-ladwp-bills-light-up-social-media
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/file-your-protest-keep-oil-drilling-away-from-homes-schools-endangered-species-and-carrizo-plain?source=direct_link&referrer=group-oil-and-gas-action-network-ogan&link_id=0&can_id=593caf8aca9c482f8d4ec0ada492e0d2&email_referrer=email_3466877&&&email_subject=trump-is-selling-our-public-lands-to-big-oil-on-dec-1st
https://www.reuters.com/world/trump-directs-trade-negotiations-wind-turbine-imports-executive-order-2026-10-22/
https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr3-TNFRBV7a4cqtvTw2tcWEg5dmhyhHiXz3apEThT3fbw5skc1y64etYJE4UbWYek7ReRvz4R_qVpx1JWqUtXficAkgO2ptQJHZGSGLRo_lyjQ/4v8/Pj1maNwMS967kgfYJUna5g/h2/h001.6qnGiB8JCoZ50VSTrK4Z8LqQVxdcus2OEMTZTxxfUeU
https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/national-academies-announce-2026-winners-of-eric-and-wendy-schmidt-awards-for-excellence-in-science-communications-640-000-awarded
https://www.niemanlab.org/2026/10/creators-who-show-their-sources-build-trust-survey-finds/
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Golden-Empire/Jake-Bittle/9781668089620
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Bittle comes “the unforgettable story of a community of oil men and farm workers
struggling with an epic drought, a rapid green energy transition, and the great
questions of the 21st century.”

COASTS + OCEANS

Newport Beach is underwater from record high tides and it's going to be even worse
in November and December. Video of the destruction of Long Beach’s Alamitos
Peninsula is “so ubiquitous online that the peninsula has become a global symbol of
our collective struggles against the rising sea,” LAT's Jack Dolan writes.

The Trump administration says it will strip California of its long-recognized authority
to protect its coastline unless state regulators agreed to more than a dozen
“corrective actions” that would benefit close allies of the White House, Rosanna
Xia reports for the LA Times. The draft findings of a controversial_federal review
claims California has demonstrated “unjustified hostility and political bias against
offshore drilling opportunities, oil and gas projects broadly, and SpaceX’s launch
activities.” California agencies have until Nov. 16 to respond.

Almost all of the world’s beautiful, shallow-water coral reefs have now been
classified as critically endangered by experts who assess ecosystem collapse,
Caitrin Einhorn reports. “Heat stress because of climate change is the
overwhelming reason for the finding.”

For you pescatarians... | recently mentioned some crabbers who are pissed at Big
Oil for lying about climate change and its effect on ocean water temperature. The
NY Times has a good feature on the climate-fueled gentrification of seafood, or how
the “pattern of disruption from droughts, heat domes, marine heat waves, sea ice
anomalies, ocean acidification, atmospheric rivers and toxic algae blooms has
upended the rhythms of most commercial seafood species in the Pacific Northwest.”


https://www.ocregister.com/2026/10/27/record-high-tides-in-newport-beach-san-pedro-bring-coastal-flooding/
https://link.latimes.com/view/652825bc24b2ea18e6af46e7snofz.168x/789e1bb2
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2026-10-24/trump-administration-will-strip-california-of-coastal-protections
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2026-08-07/trump-attack-california-coastal-protection-unprecedented
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/10/22/climate/nearly-all-of-the-worlds-shallow-coral-reefs-are-now-critically-endangered.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/10/13/dining/seafood-prices-shellfish-climate-change.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20261013&instance_id=183483&nl=climate-forward&regi_id=60496994&segment_id=228053&user_id=bcf044466bae53a95fcca18adbfdd0ca

